SEWER FUND

Wastewater Receipts
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2019 Actual 2020 Budget 2020 Projected 2021 Budget

interest 341-000 9,327.66 $         7,600.00 $         7,700.00 $         3,500.00 $        

tapping fees 364-110 219,840.00 $      42,207.62 $        46,600.00 $        45,931.62 $       

sewer fees, residential 364-120 450,690.37 $      475,707.48 $      477,900.00 $      484,645.24 $     

sewer fees, commercial 364-130 157,152.76 $      160,800.00 $      140,500.00 $      160,000.00 $     

late fees 364-140 8,024.82 $         6,750.00 $         8,300.00 $         7,000.00 $        

certification fees 364-150 2,065.00 $         1,250.00 $         1,425.00 $         1,250.00 $        

liens 364-190 - $                 - $                 - $                 - $                

miscellaneous income 381-000 - $                 25.00 $              - $                 25.00 $             

847,100.61 $      694,340.10 $      682,425.00 $      702,351.86 $     

The Township owns and maintains two stream discharge wastewater treatment plants – the Valley Green Wastewater Treatment Plant and the Berwick Wastewater Treatment Plant – and six pumping stations (soon to be seven, with the dedication of a pumping station at the Reserve at Center Square development, anticipated in 2022 or 2023).  This sanitary sewer system services approximately 930 residential customers and nine commercial customers.

The Township received approximately $210,000 in tapping fees for Reserve at Center Square development in 2019, which explains the significant dollars received in this year.  The Budget does not assume the receipt of like fees in the coming year. 
The Budget proposes a one percent (1%) increase to residential and commercial sewer fees.  For 2020 and 2019 the sewer fee increased by 0.5% each year.  Between 2014 and 2016 this fee increased by 10% each year, a measure needed because the Township did not set a fee commensurate with actual expenses for many years.  Since 2016 the Township aims to minimize operational expenses where possible, and set an annual fee that (a) recovers operational expenses, and (b) funds a sensible capital reserve.    
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Wastewater Expenditures
In 2017 the Township contracted for new operator service that allows direct-billing for sludge removal, testing and chemical purchases (other expenses).  The contract also included a labor rate and other terms that proved significantly more favorable to the Township.  The arrangement resulted in a considerable savings to the ratepayers.

A share of the wastewater operator service cost is allocated to each of two treatment plants (35%) and six pumping stations (5%); the expense is included in the operations line item for each facility.

In 2019 the Township completed a capital reserve study for the sanitary sewer system.  The study calculated how many dollars are needed to meet the system’s long-term capital obligations, such as the replacement of pumps and sewer lines.  The Township funds a reserve account each year, to ensure money is available to make these fixes when needed.    

The Budget provides $90,000 for capital improvements, and additional dollars for unforeseen repairs.  Planned capital improvements include continuation of the annual televising program, installation of a new control panel at the Meadowood Pumping Station, and improvements to the ventilation system at the Valley Green Wastewater Treatment Plant.
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staff costs 405-150 - $                  - $                 - $                 - $                

alarm services 429-242 1,048.50 $          1,104.00 $         1,048.50 $         1,104.00 $        

other expenses 429-300 99,298.42 $         130,152.00 $      117,600.00 $      136,860.00 $     

engineering 429-313 6,985.05 $          11,000.00 $        6,900.00 $         16,000.00 $       

legal 429-314 634.92 $             2,500.00 $         700.00 $            2,500.00 $        

plant operations 429-316 87,202.34 $         80,436.00 $        78,900.00 $        82,740.00 $       

telephone 429-321 882.22 $             960.00 $            910.00 $            960.00 $           

utilities 429-361 94,771.61 $         105,024.00 $      106,500.00 $      107,088.00 $     

equipment & repairs 429-374 20,126.00 $         24,204.00 $        21,700.00 $        24,204.00 $       

CPF, operations 429-421-001 5,817.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,600.00 $         5,916.00 $        

CPF, utilities & repairs 429-421-002 5,058.02 $          6,300.00 $         6,100.00 $         6,132.00 $        

MW, operations 429-422-001 5,817.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,800.00 $         5,916.00 $        

MW, utilities & repairs 429-422-002 6,723.86 $          5,472.00 $         4,500.00 $         5,520.00 $        

HV, operations 429-423-001 5,817.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,550.00 $         5,916.00 $        

HV, utilities & repairs 429-423-002 3,290.42 $          4,968.00 $         3,800.00 $         4,872.00 $        

FC, operations 429-424-001 5,817.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,550.00 $         5,916.00 $        

FC, utilities & repairs 429-424-002 2,963.82 $          4,236.00 $         3,600.00 $         4,092.00 $        

CP, operations 429-425-001 5,817.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,550.00 $         5,916.00 $        

CP, utilities & repairs 429-425-002 2,875.45 $          4,356.00 $         3,300.00 $         4,308.00 $        

AD, operations 429-426-001 5,917.50 $          5,748.00 $         5,900.00 $         5,916.00 $        

AD, utilities & repairs 429-426-002 3,140.28 $          3,996.00 $         3,200.00 $         4,008.00 $        

capital improvements 429-700 33,643.65 $         100,000.00 $      96,000.00 $        90,000.00 $       

GOB - principal 471-200 120,000.00 $       125,000.00 $      125,000.00 $      130,000.00 $     

GOB - interest 472-200 48,781.26 $         45,181.26 $        45,181.26 $        41,431.26 $       

GOB - fiscal agent fees 475-000 1,050.00 $          1,100.00 $         1,050.00 $         1,100.00 $        

insurance 486-350 3,374.40 $          3,852.30 $         3,852.30 $         3,643.70 $        

576,855.22 $       694,329.56 $      663,792.06 $      702,058.96 $     
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