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TOWNSHIP OF WEST VINCENT 
CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 229-2026 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND STREET TREE 

AND NATIVE PLANT SPECIES REQUIREMENTS 
 
 

WHEREAS, from time to time, revisions to the Code of the Township of West Vincent are required 
so to aid the Township in its efforts to advance the overall public health, safety, and welfare of the 
community; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of West Vincent Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, hereby ordains and enacts as follows: 
 
 
SECTION I  
 
A. The Code of the Township of West Vincent, Chapter 390, Zoning, Attachment 3 - Appendix 

C, Native Plant Species, shall be deleted in its entirety, and replaced with that attached as 
Exhibit A hereto. 

 
 
SECTION II  
 
A. The Code of the Township of West Vincent, Chapter 315, Subdivision and Land Development, 

§315-43.J(7), shall be amended as follows: 
 

(7) All street trees shall be native to Southeastern Pennsylvania.  Suitable street tree species 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 
Cornus alternifolia Dogwood Pagoda 
Cornus florida Dogwood Florida 
Ostrya virginiana Ironwood 
Chionanthus virginicus Fringe Tree 
Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel 
Cercis canadensis Redbud 
Acer rubrum Maple, Red 
Acer saccharinum Maple, Silver 
Acer saccharum Maple, Sugar 
Amelanchier laevis Serviceberry, Allegheny 
Amelanchier canadensis Serviceberry Shadblow/Shadbush 
Amelanchier arborea Serviceberry, Downy 
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry 
Nissa sylvatica Black Gum 
Quercus phellos Willow Oak 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Chionanthus+virginicus&biw=1280&bih=551&sca_esv=6e5276631c46225b&sxsrf=ANbL-n4lwOGjcyE5Y1GebJqhbbYtTGHhJQ%3A1775155672348&ei=2LnOaYiAFe7cptQPufjowAo&ved=2ahUKEwi7qPO66s-TAxWXl4kEHXhdF90QgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=is+fringetree+a+good+street+tree+in+pennsylvania&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiMGlzIGZyaW5nZXRyZWUgYSBnb29kIHN0cmVldCB0cmVlIGluIHBlbm5zeWx2YW5pYTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGKIEGIkFMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYogQYiQUyCBAAGKIEGIkFSPA3ULcGWKAxcAF4AJABAJgBygKgAdIWqgEIMy4xNi4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAg2gAoAPwgIOEAAYgAQYsAMYhgMYigXCAgsQABiwAxiiBBiJBcICCBAAGLADGO8FwgIHECMYsAIYJ8ICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIIECEYoAEYwwTCAgoQIRigARjDBBgKwgIEECEYCpgDAIgGAZAGBZIHCDEuMTAuMS4xoAe6a7IHCDAuMTAuMS4xuAf4DsIHBjAuMTAuM8gHHYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBAFf6wmztM64YCYsefqNKYnBONdZIWoAoizgzSzCgsicIp1rzJstolHjWcgvTK5LbJhFcbm7qqZ98Lr7TToQFzOXTd2wgBC3gjpkIELuqUM00fewBsexq9CQFqVmlT0zMpkLW4PCXo6M93RC3padek0qM0UX3cz4YHHXE4w0qsLsXIZRDu9IMhMhuwcgyHL4gsDLYtzbzUKwX8hljLg5sF-qvKVRW2I5IhvxXAEkytjkglRs8vFvZvhIyNuUowktvcW5pKdECedg_dtSyP0gwUYggVb5N47R6kvE85t0UD0Sr0Np-1FoS1q12mwvfM_PwCZ-VYJbG7My_SdQFpesmq_D23KkrqtkPsiA5bOu-x&csui=3
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Quercus palustris Pin Oak 
Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet Gum 
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa Burr Oak 
Quercus rubra Northern Red Oak 
Prunus americana American Plum 
Quercus muehlenbergii Oak, Chinkapin 
Quercus prinoides Oak, Dwarf Chinkapin 
Quercus coccinea Oak, Scarlet 

 
 
SECTION III 
 
A. In the event that any section, subsection or portion of this Ordinance shall be declared by any 

competent court to be invalid for any reason, such decision shall not be deemed to affect the 
validity of any other section, subsection or portion of this Ordinance. The invalidity of section, 
clause, sentence, or provision of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part 
of this Ordinance, which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts.  It is hereby 
declared to be the intention of the Township that this Ordinance would have been adopted 
had such invalid section, clause, sentence, or provision not been included therein. 

 
B. To the extent this Ordinance is inconsistent with the Code of the Township of West Vincent, 

the provisions of this Ordinance shall take precedence. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances 
in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 
C. The failure of the Township to enforce any provision of this ordinance shall not constitute a 

waiver by the Township of its rights of future enforcement hereunder. 
 
D. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon enactment. 
 
 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Supervisors of West Vincent Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania on this 21st day of September, 2026. 
 
 

FOR WEST VINCENT TOWNSHIP 
 
 

By: ___________________________________ 
Dana Alan, Chair 
Board of Supervisors 

 
 

Attest: ___________________________________  
Sean Clark, Township Secretary 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Quercus+muehlenbergii&biw=1280&bih=551&sca_esv=6e5276631c46225b&sxsrf=ANbL-n5XUDz4vFfCUwRyXT4uHSx1J_w9rA%3A1775155220426&ei=FLjOaf_YGd6t5NoPl8OvuQk&ved=2ahUKEwj5h_bF6M-TAxUUEFkFHULzGIYQgK4QegQIARAD&uact=5&oq=chinkapin+oak+street+tree%3F&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGmNoaW5rYXBpbiBvYWsgc3RyZWV0IHRyZWU_MgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGKIEGIkFMggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQVImSlQwgZYziZwAHgCkAEAmAGbAaABkQqqAQM4LjW4AQPIAQD4AQGYAg6gAtwKwgIEEAAYR8ICChAuGIAEGBQYhwLCAgUQABiABMICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAgUQLhiABMICGRAuGIAEGBQYhwIYlwUY3AQY3gQY3wTYAQHCAgoQABiABBgUGIcCwgIIEAAYgAQYogSYAwCIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwM4LjagB81JsgcDNy42uAfWCsIHBzAuNC45LjHIBzaACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAqkfH8QllPX56YBV2u1W-k289FJQpOpnzW61d1FnMzkYED2FxlYBgA0lo6vrsmoUuP1_di0RZ0ncNFOJw8JXFSz4GRnygZ91T3eGt0VF79H4PrFSrHg0aUdFwmsalfXEvUG3on5IY_KztAV05ogmT8MAHnCW6MVxRvYANFDIwuR0CXNrnBYSmb6TG3g8YjSC3H5Tiw4MhvipW1Q6AaNvV0DhJxeB_KLlEmTu2zaGsb3gCp9pz4lLJMIHxeeuor_hcB6WAPRo5wLg2BTIXjFN9Z&csui=3
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EXHIBIT A 
ZONING  

390 Attachment 3 
Township of West Vincent 

Appendix C 
Native Plant Species 

The following list includes common native plants found in West Vincent Township.  In addition to these 
plants, acceptable species include any plant listed on the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program’s 
Pennsylvania Vascular Plant List as native to Pennsylvania. No use of cultivars will be permitted in 

natural areas such as riparian buffers, woodlands, reforestation, parks, and wetlands. 
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