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The author regrets that the size, 20"x52" , of the 1790 Pikeland Survey 
map f r om t he Chew Paper s prevented a good reduction for th is publica
tion. For that reason the three 1790 maps, Pike land Townships, East 
Vincent Township and West Vincent Township ,(each c.1790) have not been 
included in the binding. Copies are available at $ 10.00 each f r om the 
author at R.D .I 2, Pottstown , PA . 19464. 



KALMAR NYCKEL. a 17th-century Dutch ship made four trips 
to the Delaware to establish the first permanent settlement , 
si~ilar in style to all ships that brought first sett l ers 
to Pennsylvaoia and Delaware. A replica is being built in 
Wilmington by tbe Kalmar Nyckel Foundation, which can be 
visited at 823 E. 7th Street (.:xl2-429-Ol5O). A full color n!pI:V" 

utioo of the sup my be p..u:chased fma the artist's sbdio:(.:xl2-475-S021) 
will..iaD S. ~ Sbdio, 10 E.DIlle Rd., tbrthfi.eld, Wi.J.m:i.ngt:m, Del. 19810 
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LOCAL ARCHEOLOGY 

The archeology of the area ~sed in present day Vincent and Pikeland townships 
was, !.ncil recmtly, little kn::wn. but with fifty-four sites docurenced within the toWn

ship bcudaries, and nore turning up each day, the story of the prehistoric imabitants 
is rapidly lnfolding. Prehistory, in this case, generally refers to that period of tUM 
before 1575 A.D. This date. is choS€n as that tinl! Ioben white nen made contact with the 
aborigines. It is fol1~ by the Cootac.t Period \otIerein the old Indian ways are aban
doned in fawr of white man IS ways, metal tools replace stone and alcohol starts the 
decline of the Indian. 

EYer since the time of European settleuent, the Sc:hJylkill River valley has figured 
praninently in the history of Pensylvania, en:! that history is well docurented. There 
is aoother history, lnoIeYer - that of thoosands of years of hunan occupation by Pennsyl
vania's aboriginal people which is yet to be told. EVidence of such l~eDD. occupation 
is in the soil. the cumins of tsm fields and digging of coostruction sites yielding 
~ressive varieties and quantities of artifactualmterial. 

The earliest kn::wn imabitants were the Paleo-Imians n IIIJ'YI!d into this n>gion 
about 12,CXXl years ago after the last ice age. It should be noted that this area was 
not COYered by ice. the ma:xiPun southern extent of the ice being about sixty miles 
north. Although no sites froD this early period are known in our geogl s .,.u.cal area. 
I!. reasonable picture of life (IJOlg the Paleo-Indians can still be painted. His trade
mark was a fluted point mlde of fine flint and characterized by a long groove. or flute. 
do.In the face of the point . They hlnted the big g<me animals such as I!aIlI'Dth. mastadon 
and caribou. but survived fran day to day 00 plant foods such as hackberry and hiNthome. 
\ben. about 9IXX) years ago. a marked chooge in the climate appeared and tmp:!ratures 
began to grow warmer. the TU!bers of these animls dwindled into extirc.tioo forcing 
prehistoric man to a differmt IIIJde of existence. 

The Archaic period starts about 8(XX> years ~. rwghly 6IXXl B.C. and nns to approxi
mately lax> B.C. or 3COO years~ . This period of time is divided into the Early, Middle 
and kite Archaic . There is cne Early Archaic site ('360iS6 00 archeological rrops) known 
to haw been 00 the Schuylkill River just east of Pal:kerford in Vincent TeJonShip. In 
the Early Archaic period, people are still living a rv:madic life folJ.o.ri.rlg the last of 
the big g<me anOOls. and a foraging strategy is adopted to utilize available plant and 
animal life in season. Ole Early Archaic site is known at Yellow Springs. 

The Middle Archaic period experienced a pop..alatioo explosion in this area. Thirty
four sites h8Ye been located. By this tine, rwghly 5CXX) years ago. or 3(X)J B.C., the 
earth stabilized and evolved into a wann cootinental climate nuch like. today. kite 
Archaic times are merely a contiruation of the Middle Archaic caning up to rwghly 
lax> B.C. The virc.ent/Pike.larv1 area has located thirty-three sites of this period. 

The Transitional period began about this time and is a relatively TVi!W' period. It 
is used to define that time of transitioo fron the Archaic W'Jy of IUlting and gather
ing to a IIOre devl:>1oped and structured way of life wtlich is characteristic of the en
suing WCxxIland period. 'IW:l Woodland sites are known in the area. The \b:Id.land epoch 
lasted !..ntil the tirne of European contact. !b longer called Prehistoric Han. the 



Wian developed a IlDre sedentary way of life in this period. ABriculture arrived in 
the Schuylkill Valley probably through contact with Wian groups in the southern part 
of the continent. 

The typicall<bodland site is the village, and only one of tOOse has been located 
in the region, (I 36m7 I ). It is on the banks of French Creek between Sheeder Mill bridge 
ard Cook's Glen bridge. Here, the i.nrIm.iate ancestors of our historic Lenapes lived in 
peaceful bliss. A c:cubination of rich and at:uxIant fannland and l.cu !X)pJlation density 
kept inter-tribal conflicts at a minimal level, if , iOOeed , it occurred at all. 

TCW<irds the end of this period, a major technological change took. place ... the re
pl.acetEnt of the spear by the bow and 8t"Wo<i' , which seems to have ccme fran M:!xico. 
With the arrival of the Iohite Man, the Wian is quickly brwght out of the Prehistoric 
period and into the Historic period of \/hich ~ are fam.liar. 

\o.ben choosing a caJ1) site, certain factors ~re of prine in:p::lrtance. The first 
was fresh water, easily available, and particularly spring water in addition to 
creek water. Secmd was the need for dryness . The Indian would mt select a site 
that cruld be flooded in times of high water. Other factors entering into the choice 
of site ~re the navigability of the streaJj ard/or other waterways nearby. Streans 
and rivers ~re natural trCWlportation routes and led to other caI1>S. Availability 
of fi~ was in:p::lrtant. A large supply of dead and down IoOOd for the ~fires 
was essential. A few sites ~ selection based on protection fran the natural elmelts. 

The Vincents and Pikelands were generously dotted with C<IlllSites fran the Prehistoric 
period. Site distribution on archeological maps sho-Is that thirty--one sites are located 
within the four township lines. Twenty-OoO of the thirty-one fit the general pattern 
outlined above. These boenty-b«:l are fomd on the second and third terraces of the 
local waterways I.bere the imabitants cruld enjoy close proximity to water and yet 
be above flood plain . Frerv:h Creek leads the way with sixteen sites on her ~. 
Stooey Run and the Schuylkill River as it foI'1T6 the northeastern tx:udary each have 
four sites, Birch Run has tw, Io'hile seven lrJI'IalEd streans fl~ into French Creek 
have a total of eleven sites. 

The fourteen other maA'E'<i carps are Uplard sites. s~ly nEaning that they are 
located on ~ll-drained hills situated aRj fran a water course. u:x:ation of Uplard 
sites are rare because of the extensive erosion in upland soils Io'hich has stripped 
!Uri topsoil taking with it rost of the artifactual material that serves to identify 
a site . 

Hally opportwities exist for further archeological inwlveDl!llt and interested 
parties are invited to contact the mdersigned. 

Hany Tucci. Jr. 
Archeologist 
220 Slonaker Road 
Spring City 



PREFACE 

The history bc:lln:I. within these C()'oJers has becare a too-long premised caqJendil.Jl1 of a 
!lLlCh tangled, often misstated chronicling of early eYeI'lts. It is incerv:led to provide 
substantive infolllll.tim of the tcwIShips and their early people. Land citIes in the 
Viremts and P.ikelands haw heretofore been mtraceable before approximately 1790. 
<hlrch histories indicated an earlier occupatim of the land and ships' lists of int
migrants gave a scatter sOOt- in-thlMiark at arrivals. It has only been since 1983 
that the 0lCW' Papers disclosed the valuable Pikeland survey map, along with other doc
unents, and what had been searched out on the West New Jersey Society and Dr . Daniel 
Coxe was only to be fOUld in scholarly journals such as the Pemsylvania /obgazine of 
History and BiograJ*ly. 

It was after the Tri -<:enternial year, 1982, when I OYerheard a tOo'llShip resident lare'lt 
that Viremt had m history - 00 :irdJstry or historic events to point to - that I deter
mined to see IoNt I coold find. The search has been engrossing and fun to the point of 
exhaustion at t~s. It necessarily broadened into four IWIlicipalities • ...ttich greatly 
caJlIlicated the scope. 

It is Ill)' fervent wish that JO,(XX) Acres lID)' be used as a reference work with confidence 
that the material herein canes fron tromugh and intensive research (altruugh IIOre can 
always be done), and that given leeway for the inevitable contradiction or error that 
will arise. i t ~ be of value for years to cane . It is mt intended to be a picture 
book of local buildings or later fanilies. That can be done in the follCMing taJndred 
years. For C(qIlete histories of ctJJrches, the reader is directed to the individual 
and excellent histories, given in the bibliogrality, - to the IMn}' biographical works 
fOUld at the O1ester Cotney Historical Society, and certainly to Frederick Sheeder ' s 
colorful History of East vincent 'IOaihip 

It is also my hope that, in sane small way, this history will rerum pride to the 
descendants of those early fanilies , and dispel the image that a less than average 0wn

ership existed in these leaseholds mtil the late 18th century. Nothing coo.ld be far
ther fron the truth , as the following pages will try to mfold. 

ACK NOWL EDCEMENTS 

I would thank eYet)"One wbo has had the patience and interest to help !Ie see this project 
through, particularly my h.Isband, Bill, and my family, who surely greoJ weary hearing of 
it. fUrther, I III.ISt again applau:i the ~ter Comey Archives and O1ester Cculty Histor
ical Society for Wir care of records and pleasant ease with which they lIBke them avail
able. Still further thiDts !!USt go to w Historical Society of Pensylvania for the &are 

wealth of informati~ and to Alexander Library at Rutgers Ihiversity, New Bnnwick, N.J. 

en the local front , Ill)' gratitude is expressed to Clyde Scheib for sharing with !D:! ID3JI)' 

informational bits of fanily histories and local lore that C<DI:! his way, aid to Pauline 
Keller for her entBlsiastic coonecting of ctr.m::h records with local fl!Dlilies. FUrWr 
I tharit rrrj Img-tirre friend, Jane~, for her typing assist. Still further, I 
appreciate the sharing of stories, books and Iitooogralits from David~. Ibrothy Adams, 
Rev . Hilton Detterline, Frances Grzywacz, Irma lblsberger, Dan Kulp, Skip Navar, Ann Prizer, 
Kathryn !bile)', Prince Snyder, Barbara Soltis, Ama & tklrace Wilson, tbward Wilson and ID3JI)' 

others. I hope this history will becc:m<! useful in f i lling out ~t they already ~-
that the Vi.rcencs and Pib!lands are an lDlSUally interesting place in which to live. 
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INTRODU CTIO N 

All land reference i n Vincent and Pi ke land town sh ips goes back 
to three owners , Dr. Daniel Coxe , Sir Matthias Vincent and Major 
Robert Thompson. Ye t li ttle has been written of these men nor of 
the singular event s wh ich occurred in both townships to obscure 
their true beginnings. Although t oday they are d i vided in t o four 
municipali ties , they began as one tr i-pa rti te adventure in ~~
ulat ion, in sco pe far in advance of other northe r n Chester County 
municipalities. 

At the close of the seventeenth century, London was a hotbed of 
English adventur ism . Conve r sa t ion at corner pubs and the Cour t was 
fueled by tales of untold wealth spun by sea captains and the mili
tar y returning from campaigns in t he Orient, in India, Africa, an d 
the West Indies. It was a time when England, having wrenched away 
the Spanish an d Dutch monopolies, was realizing the great aNantage 
of sea power, and he r boun da ries were expand ing t o include par ts of 
the entire known globe. Those with venture capi t al looked to UNest 
it in foreign land or in a trading company . Expectations were high 
to the point of f an tastic unreali ty and colonies in the Americas were 
vi ewed as especially ripe with oppor tuni t y. 

It was approaching three qua rter s of a century since the fi rst 
frail vessels had beached at Jamestown and Plymouth, and still l~ 
er since the Cartie rs had missionized the St. Lawrence and Mississippi 
valleys. The new land had haltingly begun se t tlement at various and 
isola t ed points along the eastern coas t and beside cer ta in la r ge 
river cour ses - the St . Lawrence, the Connecticut , the Hudson, the 
Chesapeake, the J ames, the Charles. Strangely , the Delaware was a 
bit slower in development , possibly because it was mi ddl e ground ~ 
an easy pawn in larger stakes . Claimed .alternately by the Dutch and 
the English , it was the hardy, adaptable Scandinavians who took ad
vantage of this vacillating course. Looking not so much for t rad ing 
outposts as for settlement, t hey planted a colony before either the 
Dutch or English made any serious att empts. 

The Delaware Bay was discove red in 1~ by Henry Hudson, an 
Engl i shman in the employ o f The Dutch West India Company , but he 
coul d not explore it because of the shoals at the mouth. Samuel 
Argall had the same problem a yea r later. It was the Dutch capta in 
Cornelis Hendr ickson , using l ighter draft boa t s, who , cl616, fo und 
the channel around them and ente red the bay 80-100 miles, explor ing 
partially up the rive r. They cal led it the Zuydt, or South, river. 
Following Lord De l aware's voyages , th e English cal led it Delaware 
Bay, trying to lay claim. Thomas Dermer ent ered the bay in 1620 on a 
voyage f rom Virginia to New England. First exploration , howeve r, wa s 
primarily Dutch , even to the establishment of a short-lived fort on 
t he r i ver named Fort Nassau. It was abandoned the following year. 

i. 
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English claim 

carteret 
& Berkeley 

In 1637-8, under the skilled leadershi p of Peter Hinuit, the Swed 
ish West Ind ia Company funded a settlemen t at the mouth of t he Minquas 
Cr eek on the west bank of the De l awa r e . Minuit renamed the creek Chris
tina, or Chr istiana , in honor of t he Swedish queen. today i t is wil 
mington. Israel Acre l i u s . noted Swe d ish historian, wrote in History 
of New Sweden that Hinuit claimed fo r Sweden the west bank of the Del
aware from i t s mouth [0 the falls at t he presen t si t e of TTenton , leaving 
the east bank for the Hollanders. i . 

There is no doubt t ha t Swede s and Finns investigated the area by 
its waterways, making small , inf r equen t se ttlements along the banks 
and living wi th the Indians . Back and forth claims between t he Dutch, 
the Swedes , and the English accustomed the fe w hundred sett lers along 
the river s to ad j ust t o changing landlords and sove r eigns . As the DJ.tch 
Wars r an their cour se , sovereign ty t o what was to become Pennsy lvania, 
New Jersey and Delaware became vested in Charles II of England. The 
English had successful ly chall enged the Dutch and Spanish for control 
of wor l d t rade r outes , c la iming among o th er rewards the Dutch co l ony 
of New Am s terdam whi ch included present New York and the 'lower pen
insulas', now New Jersey and Delaware. 

These were troubl ed times in the accession t o the English t hrone . 
The Stuarts had been in power in England since I~. Charles I wa s be 
headed i n 1649, ushering into powe r Oliver Cromwell and the Par liamen
tarians. For a decade, obsessions and c ruelties of thes e years were 
s trong among the causes that brought peop le to seek a new world . Not 
until l~ was Charles II offered the return o f the English t hrone by 
a thoroughly disillusioned English pe ople. 2. Parliament was now quite 
wi ll i ng to accept as k ing the Ca tholic son of Cathol ic Charles , the 
First . Soon after, 1664, Charles II gave, by Royal Le tters Patent, the 
easte r n side of t he Delaware River (New Jersey) and the lower pen i nsula 
(DeIClolare) to his brother, James, Duke of York, with the right and pow
er of government, even though the Dutch Wa r s did not formally end un
til 1667 with the Treaty of Breda. The western side of the Delawarere
mained a c l aimed, but inactive, province of the King of England. 

Keeping the lower peninsula, James immed i ately gave the eastern 
bank of the r i ve r to two loyal Stuart supporters, John Lord Berkeley 
and Sir Geo r ge Ca rteret . These men had bec ome d istingui shed for loy
alty during the English Civil War and the following Puritanical per 
iod. Carteret had been governo r of the Isle of J e r sey in the English 
Ch annel , and defend ed i t valiantly against the troops of Parliament. 
Lord Berkeley had commanded small forces for Charl e s I . and late r had 
the responsibility of providing the Crown wi th funds. 3. 

t. Ac.relius, Israel. Histo~ of New St.e:Ien (Trip 1754 ; writing 1759) . It is said that 
the DJ.tch in 1630 crUll! a pLant a settlBre'lt 00 the Schuylkill but failed. 

2. Ol8rles II ruled fran 1~1685. His brother, Janes II, rul ed fran 1685-1688. 
3. KfmrI!rer, Dmald . Path to Free:bn . Princetm ltliversity Press. Page 4. 
ii . 



Ten years later , on the brink of bankruptcy, (1674), Berkeley sold 
his interest for [10CXl to two English Friends, Edward Byllynge, a brewer 
of Westminister, Middlesex, and John Fenwick , "gentleman", of Binf ield , 
County of Berks. This necessitated a boundary between the lands of Ca r 
teret and the new owners . A line was arbitrarily drawn from the upper 
Delaware River to Little Egg Harbor, roughly a north/south line, divid
ing the land into East and West New Jersey. The line was subsequently 
redrawn twice as shown on Figure 1. Byllynge and Fenwick held West New 
Jersey and Carteret, East New Jersey . 

Byllynge an d Fenwick had differences on matters of settlement and 
finance, Byllynge hav ing had financial difficulties from the beginning. 
William Penn was appointed by the High Council of Friends in London to 
settle their d ifferences, and in 1675 , william Penn, Gawen Lawrie and 
Nicholas Lucas accepted a trusteeship of t he remaining Byllynge shares 
in West New Jersey . 

Realizing the opportunity for a Quaker colony, the Byllynge Trust
ees and Fenwick struck a plan of settlement, but differed on its execu
tion . The Trustees were cautious to establish firm and legal footing 
with the Duke of York, the Crown and the Car tere t family. Meanwhile, 
Fenwick grew impatient and, himself, arranged for a se ttl emen t in 1675 
on Salem Creek where Fort Nassau had stood, which became known as Salem. 
The Trustees followed with a set tlement at Burlington in 1677. These 
two settlements were financed through outright sa l es of land and/or 
purchase of sha res in the whole . They drew support from the most sub
stantial Quakers in the English north country, the Midlands, London 
and Middlesex as well as the Dublin area of Ireland. Many made no pl~ 
to emigrate, but simply wished to provide a haven for their persecu
ted brethren. 

Carteret died in I~, at which time all his lands in East New 
Jersey were put up at auction. The estate was bid in by William Penn 
and eleven other Quakers in 1682 for [3400 . The twelve promptly divid-
ed their shares by selling t o twe lve more , making twenty-four propri
etors of East New Jersey, some of whom were also proprietors of West 
New Jersey.4. All rut one of the twenty-four, Dr. Daniel Coxe (and pos
sibly Robert West), were Quakers. DUring these years, William Penn be care 
aware of the largely unsettled province lying west of the Delaware 
River . Conscious of the debt owed by the Crown to his father's estate, 
Pem petitioned King Charles II to make payment in land with the right 
of gove rnment. King Charles was pleased to relieve the debt in so p8Ur 
less a fashion . 

Four events are often related as cause enough for young Penn to 
look to the west bank of the Delaware as an asylum for beleaguered 
Quakers: (I) Quaker George Fox's account of the colonies in 1672, 
(2) Penn's service as a ByUynge Trustee in 1675, (3) his participation 

4. The IoOrd Propriet:ot is used \obeneYer o.nership carries the rigl:\t a;Id pcw::!r of ppv
ernrent, a practice mt ~letely accepted by the English Parl:iatelt . Both the 
C~ & ~rli.melt.loOrried ~~ the giving fM8'j of govermmtal rights, and fra:l 
ture-to-tl..lllC, rescin:led thel[ glits. 

iii. 
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as a JOl.nt purchaser of East New J ersey in 1681/2, and (4) the debt owed 
Admiral Penn. However, this is stating th e obvious which loses sight 
of the part played by the larger Society of Friends. Wes t New Jersey 
was a " ... concerted effort of the Friends to create a self-con t ained 
Quaker colony in America some years before the founding of Pennsylvania." 
John Pomfret, Professor of History at the College of william & Mary,S. 
reasons that the land to be known as Pennsylvania was" ... part of a 
larger ... strategy of the Society of Friends, which reached i ts apex 
in 1681-82 with the purchase of East Jersey and the planting of Penn
sylvania . If it had succeeded , the Quakers would have controlled a domain 
extending from New York to Maryland and westward to the Ohio.,,6. 

Such a control never came to be since a great deal of argument 
existed between the parties involved, and the Friends of West New 
Jersey were physically unable to assimilate the non-Quaker elements 
of East New Jersey. Further , Pennsylvania , with its larger size and 
singly-owned proprietorship, so out-ran West New Jersey in the first 
years that the mantle of Penn's Holy ExperL.eot could best be tried 
in his own province. Perm's generous and liberal government made his 
land attractive to those who desired a buffer council between them
selves and the Crown . That he gave away too much of his right t o 
gove rn became a hard-learned fact . The ideal i stic pillars with i n 
his framework bowed and bent , but sprang back to form a resilient 
and abiding government wherein a heterogeneous and frac t ious people 
could rule themselves . 

5'~J:t~. ' 'Ihe Proprietors 

6. Ibid . 

iv . 



LANES 

Heart -sweet is a lane by the covert, 
Dew-veiled with a fox to chide; 
When softly the dawns of September 
Have lured us again to ride. 
Heart-sweet is a lane in the winter, 
With hounds as they press to cry -
A touch of the horn for reminder -
A cheer as they stoop - and try. 

Hay be they have checked at a fording 
Or lost where the dried leaves cloy; 
Then swept like the gulls in their gliding, 
To wake us again to joy; 
A flasb! But we've shared in the glory 
That throbbed for an instant there, 
To burn through years like a story 
That memory makes more rare. 

A lane - and a long day's ending, 
Hoss-hushed where the cedars are, 
A lane - and the upland guiding 
Us home by the evening star; 
A stir of the spring on the fallows, 
A hint that we heed its call, 
Yet shrined in our hearts are the hedgerows -
The lanes we have loved - since fall. 

[Clifton Lisle, Pikeland's beloved historian, 
poet, observer and fox-bunter.] 



SECTION I 

fflw [i)/temm 

1686-1800 



Dr . Dan ie l Coxe (1640/41- 1730> 

Coort esy: West New Jersey Records, Alexander Library, 
Rutgers thiversity, New Brunswick, N.J . 



CHAPTER I DR. DANIEL COX E & COMPANY 

Rapidly expanding speculative markets within a l arge ly unsettled 
continent fired t he already aroused imagination and interest of Dr. 
Daniel Coxe . Coxe was court physician t o Queen Catherine and King 
Charles II, and subsequently to William and Mary and Queen Anne. He 
was on f riendly terms with William Perm. , whom he had met at Court, 
and he would become thirdf.overnor of West New Jersey, although in 
absentia, from 1688 to 1692 • • By 1688 , through purchases of s t ock , he 
was the largest investor in the proprietorship of West New Jersey. 
He also owned sections of East New Jersey and , in 1686, had purchased. 
in undivided thirds with two friends, 30 ,000 acres in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, on the west side of the Schuylkill River. Dr. Coxe pre
pared to come to West New J ersey in 1690, but yielded to family pres
sures and did not make the voyage. His son, Daniel, did even tually 
reside in New Je r sey at the estate which Dr . Coxe had directed be 
built when he planned to make Jersey his home. 

Coxe Hall was built in I~ at Town Bank, just above Cape Hay on 
the bay side, in the style of a neofeudal manor. It has now eroded mto 
the bay. Coxe employed a French gardene r to layout formal gardens and 
a staff to execute the plans . Learning of t he need for salt , he early 
arranged for a group of Fr enc hmen to settle nearby to dry sea water for 
salt as was done in France. "Plans there called fo r winemaking , s hip
building and lumbering. He invested in a pottery at Burlington. He~
pected that his holdings to the north contained sizeable deposits of 
lead and copper, and he had even more spectacular expectations for ~ 
f ur trade. The culmination of his grandiose plan was to control a cir 
cular trade whereby he could exchange the raw products of the domain 
for the finished goods of E"rope and the sugar, cotton, indigo and 
ginger of the West Ind ies ." • 

7. 
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8. S~IJ.rom &, Buckner, The Gaveroors of New Jersey, page,,29. Bi.os!.'ap,ica1 Essaysj N.J. 
His . Cann. 'Dr. Daniel C65!ri His ACCOliit of ~~ersey . lMlB . Vol. ,page 327- 30. 
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Coxe received his equal and un d i v ided third sha r e of JO ,CXJO acres 
in Pennsylvania to which he, Sir Matthias Vincent and Major Robert Thomp
son had taken individual title each t o lO ,CXJO acres . Coxe's autobiograph
ical Memorial states that the land in Pe nnsylva nia , as well as tha t in 
lowe r New Jersey, was pa rt of a much large r plan to control the market 
in beaver skins an d furs from the cente r of the American continent, ~ 
funnel them t o Cape Hay for shi pment to England and Euro pe . 9. The land 
i n Chester County was a fi r st purchase in the chain of land that was to 
connect the gathering of furs a t Lake Erie t o Coxe ' s shi pp ing point in 
southern West New J e r sey . Coxe & Company, the name by which his Pennsyl
vania lands were freque ntly indica ted, also had i n mind the purchase of 
ISO,CXJO acres in the extreme nor thwes tern part of Pennsylvania bordering 
on Lak e Er ie . Th is land was not yet (I~) techn ically nor practically 
part of Pennsylvania, being claimed by Connec t icut. It was not unti l 
after the "Last Purchase" (1784) and the "Pu rc hase of the Triangle" fran 
the Indians (1792) that it became pa rt of Pennsy l vania as we know i t to
da y . The Triangle con tains 202,187 acres, almost three-fourths of which 
would ha ve been owned by Coxe & Company . 

In Coxe' sown Account of New J e r sey (1688), he states : 

"19. I have IlBde great discoveryes towards ye greate Lake Iobence care 
above lOO,CXJO Bevers every year to ye ffrench C.a:nada and E)Jglish at New 
Yorke, Jersey, pennsilvania. I have contracted ffriendshipp with diverse 
petty Kings in ye way to and up:l[\ ye sd greate Lake and doubt rot to 
bring ye greatest parte of ye sd Traffick for ffurs into ye part: of ye 
COlntry ....nere I an settled and by my patent I an intituled to ye sd 
Trade, Exclusive of other s. "lO. -

Bel ieved for many years t o have been only a dream of Daniel Coxe, 
cer tain unsigned dee d s have more recently been deposited a t the Bed
ford County Arch i ves, England, abstracts of some of whi ch are in the 
Historical Socie ty of Pennsylvania ,ll. which verify that the re was a 
bona fide at temp t on the part of Coxe & Company to purchase a la rge 
ac r eage in northwestern Penns ylvania by Lake Erie f o r trading pur 
poses. A fully wr it t e n but Unsigned de ed , dated June 7, 1686 , less than 
two months after purc hase of the Ches ter County lands, wa s transcribOO 
f r om William Perm to the "New Mediterranean Sea Company" for 5OC() acres 
in Pennsylvania on " . .. or nr the Del a ware and Susquehanna r iver s , wh ere
of 5/)) acres s hall front the r i ve r s . . . and 95 ,CXJO acre s on or near the 
said Greate Lake .... " The deed is dated and witnessed, but Penn d i d not sign 
it , possibly because he resisted monopolies, 12. and also becau se he 
wasn ' t ce rtain of hi s northwestern bounda ri es . Further, Pmn was 
s ure l y aware that Coxe ' s plan, al re ady expressed by Coxe , would take 

9. Mm. Vol. ,page 327-330 . 
10. Coxe's 'intituleuelt' to exclusive trade was qtMaStionable. It tray have been the 

)X)int Iohlch cost him his patent . Also Coxe rrade contact thtwgJt others, altOOugh 
he takes credit wholly [ 0 himself. 

II . HSP. Philadelphia. CaI:L1alla:ler Collection. 
12. Penn had already r efused £6(XX) fran his frieOO, Robert Turner , for just such a 

nvnopoly of the fur trade. 
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revenue away from Pennsylvania and give it to New Jersey, a coincident 
and much expressed worry of the Governor of New York at that time. Al
bright Zimmerman states in The New Medi t erranean Sea Companyl3. 

" •.• That Governor IkIngan of New York was \\Qrried is apparent fran his 
report in 1687 which states that , during the year , "tw) htn:lred packs 

of beaver went to the Pennsylvanians by way of . . . the SdxInshill [ScbJy
lkill] and [they) will have rrore this year, (1688] as I have reason to 
believe. " It is plSsible that D:Ingan had a hint of the wider schem! • •• 
and that traders, feared so IlIJCh by the New Yonrers, cane fran Coxe' s 
tract on the Schuylkill. . • and that these are the explorers the doctor 
refers to in his ~Borial .. .. " Further J)(ngan adds: ''Endeavors have 
been used (tho to [De purpose) to p'suade sam of our Traders ...tlo 
speak the l.andguage to gee and live upon the ~ river tho 
I cannot yet find out by ...nan this has been made. " 14. 

From these various manuscripts on the subject. it appears that 
Coxe & Company not only intended to base traders on the Schuylkil l 
River , but did actually transport skins in 1687. Coxe , himself , re
cords in 1719 -

" ..• 1 encouraged SE".lerall to attelq)t further discoveries We~ 
three of my Tenants in a birchen canoa went up ye ScOOoI Kill (a 
River th[at) cares into Delaware River at priladelJilia). aOOve ooe 
hlndred Miles; 15. then by a branch into a Branch of the great Tas
quehana [~] River; thence by a branch of the saTe river 
to its head, and Carrying their Canoa over sane small Hills entred 
the Great River ~io lotLich after a &reat Course of six hundred 
Miles Joynes the uischacebe (Mississippi] and going up that River 
went up the great yellow River (Missouri?] three days lI'O)'age wich 
River Cores fran ye Hills ...nich separate New It!xico fran Carolana. 
(PDcky Mts.?] They \o@flt and Returned Thro.Jgh a.bc:M! forty Nations 
of Indians lob,) all treated then very kindly & gave them uany furs 
for Indian Trade they Carried with then. I had fran them a large 
Joumall written & a large Mapp very Exact abating the want of 
Latittdes wch [they] had not skill nor instru:rents to Take ...nich 
(bart & Joumall about twenty-six years agee I l~ Mr. PerrI but 
could never recover '!bough I was inform 'd he kept it for the In
struction of the People of his own Col ooy ...tlo were chiefly ~loy
ed in the Indian trade .... "16. 

13. HtlB! Vol. 76, ..... 89-90. 
14. o'ea laphan , E.B. - The Docurentary History of the State of New York. Albany, 1849, 

pages 154 &. 188. VaLl. 
15 . Ol&Woon, Jctm. The British D1pire in Merica. 2 vals., 1741, Vol I! pg. 151 re

ports that ~ ~fl River was ooatable 100 miles above the fa Is. 
16. Coxe, Or . Dan 1 - nai. 1719 . 
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The New Medi terr a nean Sea Company was made up of twe nty-four 
investo r s from whom Lord Montagu, third Baron Montagu of Boughton 
Hare, was to be the first Governor and Sir Matthias vincent its 
Deputy Governor. Major Thompson is not verified among the names 
of investors, but his purchase of 10,000 acres speaks for itself. 
A Robert Thomson and a [first name obbliterated] Thom£son are 
among the inves t ors. 

There is considerable evidence through correspondence and docu
ment of the high degree of activity maintained by Coxe and Vincen t -
and possibly others not yet discovered - in actually making contact 
and outfitting men and families to settle the Pennsylvania colony 
on the Schuylkill. On the 24t h day of the 12th month (February by 
the old calendar), I~, Vincent, through Captain Jacques LeTort, 
his attorney at that time , 17 . paid Jean and Daniel Ervans and Isaac 
Garnier of the County of Philadelphia. brothers and yeomen (famers), 
000 and "a right to the use of 100 acres of land belonging to Sir Vin
cent." The three agreed "at their own proper Cost and Charges [to] 
Seat and Manure the said One hundred acres of Land" for which they 
bargained. 18. They sold to Vincent "all their goods and personal Es
tate whatsoever and for furthe r Security, they do bind themselves 
jointly an d severally to be as Servants to the said Jacques LeTort, 
attorney, afores'd but for the Sole and only Use and Behoof of the 
said Sir folatthias Vincent ... for four years .... " [See Appendix : Docurent 
of Jean & Daniel Ervans.] 

On the 18th of September, I~ , Gousee Bonin, apothecary, signed 
a similar agreement whereby "at hi s own Cost and Cha r ges [he will] 
transport himself and hi s family in[to) the province of PennsylVania 
... and pay £. 5 Sterling per annum foreve r ... and clear 12 acres .... .. 
[See """,",,"" Bminl 

~ terms of these agreements are more or less common to all of 
Coxe and Vincent Indentures. Vincent seems to have paid £.30 while 
COl:e later appears to have paid but £.15. The Indenture is always 
for four years and the tenant s bind over themselves and the i r pos
sessions in case of defaul t of services. Use of the word ' servant' 
is typical and inte r changeable with 'tenant ' . It certainly does 
not connote menial labor for neither Vincent nor Coxe were on this 
side of the ocean to require physical servitude , and LeTort coul d 
not have made use of so many persons for his own use. 

17. 'l1..e tem 'Attorney' was used interchangeably with Agent at this tire . 
18. Settl9ll!!llt by at least one fanily on every HXX> acres was required within three 

years for confirmation of a Patent in the early years. 
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Jacques LeTort was t he fathe r of the more famous James, also 
an Indian trader. Gov. Markham wrote of him in 1696: " .. . as to Le
Tort. he is a Protestant [t\.Igueoot), was sent over in the year 1686 with 
a Considerable Cargo and Sev'rall ffrench protestants (of whom 
he had the charge) by Docttt Coxe, Sir Mathias Vincent, and Third 
Gent 'l I cannot Call to mind at this t ime, to Settle Thirty Thou
sand ac r es of Land up the Skoolkill. ... " 19. 

The agreements are treated as Deeds of Se tt lement and some are 
cop ied i n the Philadelphia Recorder of Deeds office. (~lifica
tiOM) A portion of the tenants were recruited f r om t he colonies , 
but most of them were brought across the Atlantic . The above ag r ee
ment with Gous~e Bonin is typical of a European Indenture as adapt
ed by Coxe and Vincent . Capt . LeTort was still retained by Coxe af
ter Vincent died and became a very useful and influential citizen 
of Pennsylvania. He was, perhaps, most influential in br inging 
French Protestants to these shores long after Coxe departed . Wat
son declares in Annals of Philadelphia, Vol. l, 1859, page 43 , that 
there were French in the city from the ve ry beginning . Penn speaks 
of the ' old Priest' in the city who is thought to have been Fran
lioise de la Noe. It is difficult to trace the French as a group 
for they rarely settled in a clearly defined community . Many had 
blended their culture with that of the Germans before they arriv
ed, speaking the German language and adapting their names. Be
cause t hey we r e by nature resourceful and ab l e, they rose to po
sitions of respect and responsibility in the colonies. Wayland 
Duna\lay says i n The French Racial St ra i n in Co l onial Pennsylvania20· 
"Their influence on t he progress of the province was considerable 
and out of all proportion to their numbers." Stephen Benezet was 
the first Treasurer of Philadelphia and Hichael Hillegas, Jr., the 
first Treasurer of the United States from 1776 to 1789 . They were 
both of Huguenot extraction. 21 . Stephen Girard was another. 

The independent nature of the Frenchman made him at once an 
exce llent trapper and trade r and a poor settlement maker. Coxe 
found that many whom he sent to Chester Coun ty refused t o live 
"so far up in t he Country . tl 22 • Even more frustrating, few of those 
who did remain stayed very long . Peter Bezallion and his brother, 
who lived in a cave a l ong the bank of the Schuylkil l River in ~t 
today is Sp r ing City, continued to trade with the Indians long af
ter Coxe sold out , but moved westward. The Indian path he used -
r ough l y Route 340 - fran Downi.ngtcMI to Bainbridge, beyond the Susque
hanna , became known as Old Peter's Road. In 1719, Bezallion was 
given 700 acres at Bainbridge west of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
He married Martha Combe, sister to Moses and John Combe who 

19. Markhan to Gov . of ~I.ard, JIne ~t !?96. I'tlrylard Archives, )O{, 470-471. 
Taken fran fn .1 13 of Zinneman, lew lBlitetl&oea1 Sea QDpmy. 
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20 . DJnaway, Wayland F. 'atm, Vol.S3 ''!he French Racial Strain" , Pa.State Col. p.322-342. 
21. Hillegas a..oned 'I\J.rkey Point on the Schuylkill(E.Cov.Twsp) in 1764~5 , a joint in

veSOlalt with Jacob Ue:ir.aands , a Phila. nErchant, & ircn:aaster of Oley, Reading & 
Rebecca F\Jmaces, respet;tively . 

22. Coxe m3nUSCriptS -TS 12, Rutgers lkliversity, New Bnnswick, N.J. Alexarv:ier Lib. 
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were also Indian t raders . Beza l lion maintained a home in or near 
Coatesville and is buried at St.John's cemetery at Compass, West 
CaIn Township, Chester County. 

Feeling the need of legal representation in the colony , Dr . 
Coxe was happy to learn of the removal of young David Lloyd to 
Philadelphia. "'illiaLI Penn had appointed Lloyd attorney-general on 
April 24, 1686. On April 30, 1686 , ten days after signing their indi
vidual deeds fo r 10,000 ac r es each, Coxe , Vincent and Thompson im
powered David Lloyd (then still in 1£ni:ln) to act as their attorney . 
Lloyd arrived in Philadelphia on July II the same year. He was in
structed to transac t for Coxe & Company all business mat t ers per
taining to the Chester County tract and any other inte r ests that 
might occur includ ing locating and purchasing the larger tracts on 
t he Susquehanna and t he 'Greate Lake ' . 23 . [See Appendi.x-i..et t r-<:oxe to Lloyd] 

Coxe's " flew Nediterranean Sea Company" was fraught with events 
beyond its control , at l eas t in part . Sir Hatthias Vincent died sud
denly in May, 1687 , at age 43 and Ma jor Thompson , who seems to have 
lost interest early on , died in 1691. More impor tantly, both the 
West New Jersey land and the Chester County land were delayed in re
ceiving confirmation , J ersey from t he Crown and Chester County from 
Penn. 24. 

After five years of frustrating daliance by the J ersey proprie
tors as well as Penn, Coxe sold his controlling interest in Uest flew 
Jersey to Sir Thomas Lane and others of London in 1692, moving his in
terests toward the vast Carolana tract.25. Sir Thomas Lane's London 
group formed The West New Jersey Society. It is important , from this 
point forward, to be quite distinct between West Nev Jersey and The 
Wes t Nev Jersey Society .26. Disheartened with the dilatory attitude 
of those from whom he needed support, Coxe threw his IO,IXX) acres in 
Chester County , Pennsylvania, into the Jersey sale , and with it, he 
believed he sold the right to govern , at least in the Je r sey colony. 
It is possible t hat the unsigned deed to the New Mediterranean Sea 
Company was an outright refusal by Penn rather than procrastination . 
If so, it was probably the deciding factor in Coxe ' s decision to sell. 

be that Penn realized Coxe's t rue intent, which Coxe voiced in 

~i~~;;:,T~~~' II 10, wherein he said, "1 can Exc l ude ye In
i from this ffurr t rade by a grant I with di

verse o t hers have from Mr . Penn of one hundred fifty thousand acres 
which I will procure t o be transferred to the purchasers of my land 
paying Hive hundred pounds downe & I(X)( per annum quitt rent ."27. 

23 . 
24. 

25 . 

FtJineas Bond Papers, cn"alader Coll . HSP. 
After the p~sion fran warrant to ~r.tey to Patent, and considerable t:IlOe)' paid , 
deeds ~re sull subject to ~ific requircrrents of settle:ent before ~ ~re 
f inally confinred. This was a factor onIy in large p.!tthases to prevent blOcks of 
lard being held in an Jr1Settled coodition. Peon wanted his colony imabited. 
By Coxe's descripcioo, the Carolana 'i'ract extenied frcn the Atlailtic to the pacific 
~dedexccpti.ng St. Aur.ustine & New texico. The original grant to Sir POO ' t Heath 
incl i'brth & 5o.1th Carolina, Georgia , Florida, and Louuiana. 
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Dr. Coxe had experienced probleQs other than those attendant 
upon confirmation of his deeds . Matthias Vincent was his strongest 
supporte r and most certainly one on whose assistance Coxe depended. 
To lose him "suddain l y" in 1687 left much of the detail work to Colee 
at a c r itical time . Vincent had had yea r s of administrative exper
ience in India f r om which he had only recently returned. He had a 
broad view of world trade and was looking for a new business inter
est. The following background information was acquired through Eng
lish records and is given in terms unfamiliar to the American ear. 
Inserted definitions are taken froc the Random House Oictionary of 
the English Language ,28. Onemust transport the Icene [0 an England 
in vicious upheaval of Civil War. Vincent grew up in the period ~ 
supporters of the Stuart Crown o pposed those of Parliament (1~1649), 
and brutal excesses occurred on both sides. The pe r iod of Cr OlllWellian 
rule (1649-1660) was fol1.~ by a period called "The Resto r ation " (166Cr1688) 
which ret urned the throne to the Stuarts . 

(1645-1787) , of Islington , ~1iddlesex : 

son of Jom Vincent , IOho died in 1646. 
The fauily lived in the ancestral ha;e ~ as Battens in North 
Hill , Corm.rall. Vincent's grandIather was al attorney lobo aarried 
an heiress and rebuilt Battens in ISSI. Ilis father. John , imerited 
the estate but was discl.aiJn:!d at the heralds' visitation of 1620, md 
was prosecuted in the court of OIivalry for usurpina; the arms of the 
Surrey f~ly. JoM tMn took orders , rue beina; ' \n::onfoDDable in di
vers degrees", could obtain no beneficeS· before the Civil War, and was 
III.ICh harassed by the bishops . so that it is said that his .se'IIel children 
~re born in seven different dioceses. Vincent ' s eldest brother becare a 
fe l~ of All Souls in 1654, but pre.5lD3hly returned to Cornwall at the 
Restoration . 'M other brothers lost their livin8s b. at BaremlQJP.i and 
thereafter kept conventicles c. 00 the outskirts of 1.l:nIon. 

Matthias was edlcated at ~stminster. and was afterward accepted as 
a factord. by the East India ~ in 1661. I'e achieved rapid advarw:e-
1!61t, due in part to his linguistic ability. He married Mary (Greertrill) 
Qlrney . a wic.bl, about 1670. 9le was the daughter of Henry Greemill by 
a Goanese mistress, and brought Vincent ' a great quantity of riches, 
goods md chattels, ' as well as JX>Sition in the East India ()aq)any Ioflere 
Hmry Greeri'lill was a high official. ~ was an ardent FarBn Catholic, 
[difficult in the political climte of FngUn:l at that tine] , but des
pite this errbanas!lDlt and the usual charges of corruption . inrn::lrality 
and extor tion , Vincent reached the su:mi.t of his career in India as chief 
in Bengal in 1676. It was onl y \oben his niece married Thcmas Pitt, lead
er of the interlopers ,e. that he lost the confidence of the board . Orders 
were given for his arrest in 16BI, but he took refuge in the D.itch fact
ory,f. returning wscathed and cool.'1l'D.lSly weal thy in 1683 on. board cne of 
Pitt ' s ships. 

26. The IoOrd 'NeV' is frequent ly dmpped fmll the Society's title. 
27 . Account . Article ' IO. 
28. Ra:ndcc tbJse Dictionary of the F.l1glish Language . lkIabridged Ed. Stein 

&- Ihdatg. 1966. 
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One of the first nabobs,g· Vincent lived in pr i ncely style. 
As treasurer of the Sons of the Clergy, he was knighted by J~s 
II soon after James became king . Six weeks later, he was elected 
for Lostwithiel,h . but he t ook no known part i n Parliament. ~t
less a court suppor ter, he was nominated alderman of London in 
I~, but died the following summer . In a codicil to his Will, he 
commi tted his two sons to the guardianship of their uncle, the 
non-confo rmist minister . The uncle refused to ac t and the will 
was proved on June 5 by his widow, who had left her husband '~ 

some real or feigned grounds ..• of his familiarity with another 
carrying with her great quantities of his go ld and jewels.' 

By the time Hals came t o write his account of the family, Vin~~s 
wealth was 'fo r the most part ••• spent or consumed', and none of 
his descendants entered Parliament . 29 . 

[a. religiws charge; b. di.s:nissed fran the Order; c. secret or mauthorized 
rv;JrHXJnformist I!M2et~, as crose held by Protestant dissenters in England in 
the 16th & 17th centuries ; d. agent or salesuan entrusted with the possession 
of goods for sale, and earning a carmission by sell~ goods beloog~ to others; 
e. those ""' intnde into a region or field of trade withrut a ~r license ; 
f. an establisbnent for factors and nen::hants carrying on bJsiness in a fore~ 
coontry, similar to an enbassy; g . a person ... 1o.bo haS nnde a large fortune in 
India or coontry of the East; h. a ]Xllitical seat in Parliarent. J 

Research by Francis James Dallett, Archivist of the University of 
Pennsylvania and a former l ong time member of the Board of Directors 
of the Chester County His torical Society , indicates "The Will of Sir 
Matthias Vincent (recorded in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, tiber 86 Feed 
wa s dated 10 & II May, 1687 . It names his wife, Dame Mary Vincent, h i s 
brother, Nathaniel Vincen t, and a married sister, and two minor sons , 
Vincent and Theodore. The administ ration proceedings on 15 June 1687 
indicate that the wealthy kn ight died at Islington, Middlesex, then 
a fashionable suburb, now a part of greater London. Full probate ~ld 
not be granted until 31 March 1688 when Vincent Vincent I the eldest son , 
had come of age. Both sons eventually died unmarried and the Vincent 
family came to an end." Dame Mary died be fore 1698. 

Regardless of the accusat i ons made by Dame Mary, Sir Matthias made 
his final will on the eleventh day of May, 1687, leaving his estate to 
"my beloved wi fe , Dame Mary Vincent" and his two sons. A codicil re
quested that the sons be "virtuously and piously educated . " It also 
l e ft (1 00 annually to the niece who mar r ied Thomas Pitt. 

29. Henning, B.D. History of Parli.atent, ''The Comons, 1660-90", Vol. III , IlS!bers ~I-Y, 
1983 , taking fran Hals ' Parochial History of Cornwall, iv. 5; ro:: 86 Foot . 
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Or . Eveline Cruickshanks, historian of Secker & Warburg Publishing 
Company ,30. remarks "It is unusual for an East Indian to have North Am
erican connections , unlike West Indians." Anthony Davey, an English 
researcher , observed that there would have been tension for Vincent be
tween a Catholic wife and a non-conformist minister for a brother. 

Although Vincent had died, Coxe continued to promote the New Mediter
ranean Sea Company through 1692 with the other investors and agents. ~ 
would have preferred that the Vincent interest be carried on by the fam
ily; however, he relates in letters that "Lady Vincent will have nothing 
to do with the inves tment ... " [See appendix letter] Instead, negotiations 
were initiated by the Vincents almost immediately to sell the lO.~ acres 
to Joseph Pike, a Quaker merchant of Kilcreagh, County Cork, Ireland. 
Pike's involvement is continued in the chapter on The Pikelands . 

Not as much could be found on the background of Major Robert Thompson. 
He is des ignated "of Newington Green, Middlesex County." The following 
information was gathered by James Dallett in 1967 while associated with 
The American Museum in Britain, and which he has generously shared. Mov
ing from the northwest section of London , the later Thompsons are listed 
of Elsham Hall , Lincolnshire,vhere they married into the families of 
Corbetts, Astleys and Dunns. William Corbett , for lack of Thompson heirs, 
and being married to a niece of the last Robert Thompson, legally took ~ 
name and arms of THOMPSON in addition to those of CORBETT on July 20, 1810. 

Major Robert Thompson acquired his rank in the Lord High Admiral ' s 
Regiment where he rose from Ensign to Lieutenant to Major from I~ th~ 
1680. Since the r e was no standing army until 1689, he was commissioned year 
by year . As had Vincent, Thompson lived through the period of Stuart kings 
and Cromwell ' s reign as Protectorate. It appears that he was in the Eng
lish Isles during the se restlessly bruta l times. By 1686, ~ date IotIen he 
purchased into Dr . Coxe's dream of world trade, he was secure and wealthy 
enough to look beyond the military for adventure. This means that he had 
survived the many purges, and had risen through the ranks with some funds 
to spare. a feat of some contriving for t.'tose treacherous days. 

Major Robert Thompson started as an equal partner with Vincen t and ~ 
but dropped his interest in a huff of misunderstanding and error shortly 
after purchase of the Chester County lands . Thomas Holmes, Surveyor Gen
eral for william Penn, unfortunately substituted the na:res "Adrien Vrouzen and Benja
men rurl.£.Y" (rudy) for that of Ma jor Thompson when he made his map of 
the "Inhabited Part of Pennsylvania" (1690) , drafts of which date to 1687. 
Holmes was in complete error on this point as neither Vrouzen, a Dutch 
burgher, nor Furly, a su~rorter of Penn's ideals, owned at any time any 
part of the JO,OCO acres .. Although the Holmes map was corrected in the 
redrawing of 1700, returning Thompson's name, it was too late. Thompson 
had died, indulging his vanity and refusing to have anything further to 
do with his lO ,OCO acres or to he lp Coxe in any way with its affai rs. He 
did not, however, relinquish title. He di ed April 14, J691. 

30. Seeker & warbJrg published Henning 's History of Parli.arent. 
31 . OF 500 Series maps. HSP. manuscripts. 
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Ben janin FUrl Y 

By his Will, Thompson devised his lands "in Tail male" to his grand 
sons, Joseph and William , sons respe c tively of Robert's sons, Joseph and 
William, both deceased.32. Coxe tried to purchase both Vincent's 10 ,000 
acres and Thompson's from their estates, but Thompson ' s title was ser
iously entangled and encumbered through indefinite years ahead, which 
Coxe could well forsee . Growing impatient and discouraged because of 
the delays in confirmation of his ISO ,OCX> acre purchase, he sold his own 
JO ,<XXl acres with the West New Jer sey lands to the newly formed West Jer
sey Society . 

A word should be said of Benjamin Furly, for he figu r ed importantly 
in william Penn's Principles of Government for the new colony . Furly lived 
in Rotterdam. He was born in 1636 and died in 1714. He was of English birth, 
but married a Hollander and lived his adult life in that country. He was 
a wealthy merchant, a friend of John Locke and George Fox, and, although 
considered an eccentric in some ways of thought, his home was a center 
of culture regularly visiteCi by men of refinement and intellect. He be
lieved deeply in william Pem and his i deals and, in 1677, made a minister
ial journey with Penn to the German provinces. He may have converted to 
Quakerism in England; however, he did not die a Quaker, although he re
mained loyal to Penn's humanistic themes. 

Furly printed at his own expense several pamphlets on Penn's theories 
and became extremely helpful in starting the German emigration to Penn
sylvania , orChestrating with Francis Daniel Pastorius the first land 
purchase of the Crefe lde rs at Germantown in 1683.33 . Although he did 
not visit the province in which he 80 much believed, he purchased a 
~ acre sec tion, whittled to I~, for distribution to both the needy 
and those who could pay their way. That ~ acre section was surveyed 
eventually on the east side of the Schuylkill River directly across 
from the Vincent Townships. (See illustration, Fig. X) The ~ acres would 
have been slightly over one-third of the present Limerick Township, 
Montgomery County . Presumably, it was reduced for lack of enough un
claimed land to make the warrant. 

When Penn received his Charter for Pennsylvania and began drafting 
a form of government, he submitted several such i ns t r ucent s t o Benja
min Furly for comment and criticism.~ · He was as concerned as was Pem 
for personal rights as well as religious and civil freedoms, and sug
gested certain constructions and usages found in Holland. 35 • 

Much time could be lost in speculation about the validity of land 
grants at this early date - 1688. Coxe was struggling through his many 
disappointments at the same time that Furly and others (The Frankford. 

32 . 
33. 
34. 
35. 

10. 

To Entail M:lle neans to bequeath property througll the male line forever . 
Mm, Vo1.11 ,PP.237-282. Also Wenger, J.D.Histol)' of &Tlcnites, 1937, p.7 
Pen! Manuscnpts, HSP. 
FMm, Vol. 19, pp . 297-306 . 
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~, The London~) were attBl1>ting to layout S(XX) acre holdings across 
the river . The Surveyor General ' s office was equally disturbed, having 
difficulty placing so many large plots on partially se tt l ed lands . There 
are letters in The Lawrence Collection at the Historical society of Penn
sylvania showing that Penn requested froe James Logan as late as 1701 and 
1703 that Furly ' s lands be laid out according to purc hase . Furly appoint
ed Reynie r Jants , to whom he had sold American land (probably a Warrant) 
in 1685, to be his American agent . However , he revoked this about 1700 
oo '~int Daniel and Justus Falkner , brothers, who went to Ge rmantown 
from where they managed the large tract of land nort h of Furly fo r the 
Frankfort Company. There was litigation ove r these l ands (See Fig. X), 
but Fudy ' s interests were not pursued fo r this history . In cor respon
dence as late as 1734, Benjohan rudy's son, and other heirs felt t hat 
they had been r obbed of their lands. 36 • 

Although Coxe was briefly disappointed, his natura l optimism broke 
forth and he began shortly to systemat ical l y purchase in t o a large 
tract south of Virginia known as the Caro lana Trac t. Coxe ' s son , Dan
iel , writing in his Deseri tion of the En li sh Province of Carolana, 
(1722), cr edits his fathe r s expedi t ions as the " . .• fi r st to en t er the 
Hississippil from the sea, or that perfectly discovered or described 
its seve r al mouths , ( this1 in opposition to the boasts and falseties 
of the French ..• " This intensity could have been spent in Pennsylvania 
and New J ersey had a few things been different. Daniel Coxe , the son , 
made his permanent home in West New J ersey afte r 1702. His son was a 
colonel in the Ame r ican Revolution . whose daughter, Sarah , would even
tually marry a young Philadelphia atto r ney who would figure in the 
later history of part of t he JO,IXXl ac r es . 

The Coxe family held title to Carolana until 1769 when they s urren 
dered it to the British crown. They received loo,lXXl acres of land in 
New York state as compensation . As in West New Jersey , Dr. Coxe encour
aged French Protestants to se ttle the Ca r olana purchase and had some 
degree of success . 

Writing in The Governors of New Je rsey , Paul Stel l horn and Michael 
Berkne r 37 . rate Dr . Coxe ' s brief t enure as governor of New Jersey i n a 
negative light , saying : 

" •• . he evinced little coocern for the welfare of the iMabitants . 
lie becane irM:>lved in colonial land speculatioo for profit only, 
and West Jersey was just part of his BI1>ire, which at various tirres 
extended fran Maine to the Q.tlf of Mexico. He enjoyed serre degree 
of 5Up!Xlrt fran Willian Peml , rut he E!I1I.llated lit tle of the latter' s 
pragJIatism. He spent IlI)st of his governing tenure wrking against 
the express wishes of his constituents and was apparently \rICOOCerned 
that his JXllicies were wadaptable to the JXllitical climate of the 
province. Historians have regarded Coxe's goverrorship as a negati'o@ 
influence on the devolopte'lt of IJest New Jersey." 

36 . Lawrence Collection , IISP. 
37. Stellhorn & Serkner , page 27. 11 . 
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As an Anglican, Co~e was re sented by the J e rsey populace and he did 
nothing to allay fears that Quaker principles were being e r oded. Stell
horn & Berkner may have been unduly har d on Co~e's motives , fo r his ac
tions to the Huguenots in the Carolana purchase shed a kinder light on 
Coxe ' s persona l ity. He seems to have been out-of-place among the Quakers 
in New Jersey, and his vision of trade was ce rtainly grandiose, but he 
was not total ly devoid of concern for the dispossessed of his generation. 
That commerce and trade greatly e~cited him cannot be den ied, and the 
fact that the French - Protestant or Catholic - were e~ceptionally fine 
traders may have brought about a symbiosis of sorts between Coxe 's com
mercial adventurism and his altruism for the home l ess . 

Whil e thi s background may seem to range far afield from the Vincents 
and Pikelands of Chester County, Pennsylvania, it is important to a full 
unde rs tanding of both the occ ur rence of Pennsylvania and the conveyancing 
of deeds in those townships. All of the land known t oday as East and ~t 
Vincent townships and East and West Pikeland t ownships began under this 
far fl ung venture to capture a monopoly of the fur trade from the heart 
of the con tinent to a company based in the southern e~treme of present 
New Jersey. Albright Zimmerman says: "Coxe ' s effor ts to establish a 
great fur trading company have been lost to sight, and th e name "New 
Med iterranean Sea Company" is not t o be found in history books. "38. 
Nevertheless, it almost happened as th e unsigned deed conf irms and Coxe 
correspondence attests, and the Vincents and Pikelands were a vital link 
in the Company . 

One s ingular document regarding lands in Vincent Township is recorded 
in Futhey & Cope ' s History of Chester County on page 209. Said to be 
an original documen t in the possession of Dr. George Smith, it relates 
the following: 

"Nov. 22, 1686, Dr. Daniel Coxe, of Wndon , being seized of a tract of lO,CXXl 
acres in Pennsylvania, lying between boo rivers, row called V~t river and 
Sku1kill river, ordered the sane to be divided into two equal parts, 00 we 
of ~ich, containing SOX! acres, several faai l ies are already planted . Fran 
the rema.i.ning SOX! acres he IDol grants to JOOn Clapp, of the province of Car
olina, in Merica, genclemn, lCXXl acres , one-tenth of which was to lie 00 

Skulkill r iver, paying to the said Colee a grain of corn yearly for the first 
six years, and afterwards the yearly rent of £4 6s ." 

Of cour se , it is incorrectly stated to be between the Vincent River 
(French Creek) and the Schuylkill River, for surveyors laid it out to 
lap French Creek, and without. t.hat. lap there were not. lO,CXXl acres owned 
by Coxe. No reference ha s been found on later deeds or r eco rds to this 
I(XX) acre un signed "sale" . It may have been a particular ly large lease, 
i nterpreted as a deed by Mr. Smith . If, indeed, it was a deed, i t was 
never comple t ed. That a Ca rolinian was even remotely connected with the 
Chester County purchase at the outset of the plan, leaves a staggering 
conjec ture o f Co~e ' s king-sized dream. To understand how the 30,0)) acres 
broke int.o the original undefined thirds, the post-Co~e years must be 
e~amined. 

12. 38. Z:irrm:!mml, 1MiB. Vo1.76. pp. 86-96 . 
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Alexander Library . Rutgers University. New Bnnswick . N.J. - West Jersey Society 
(Anthony Wayne - 1774 - for Jotm. thmt and West New Jersey Society) 
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(Reading Hcr,..oeU - 1787 - for Thanas Willing & Robert funis) 
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CHAPTER II ONE HUNDRED YEAR S OF LITI GATI ON 

On April 20,1686, three separate Deeds of Feoffment 39 . were individually 
granted to Dr . Danie l Coxe , Sir Matthias Vincent and Major Robert Thom~ 
by William Pem. They we r e designated to 'lye contiguous,' each with front
age on the Schuylkill River. AS an undivided 30,000 acres, they were sur
veyed a t least as early as 1687 in one tract, and were acknowledged on ~ 
of the time. They did not, however, receive confirmation from the Provin
cial Council, and no patent was issued to anyone of the three purchasers 
at that time. Possible reasons for this final hesitation on the part of 
William Penn and the Council have been expressed in the previous chapter. 
Penn's re luctance to complete the title was certainly a factor in Dr . ~' s 
decision to dispose of his West New Jersey/Pennsylvania dream of circular 
trade. 

Sir Matthias Vincent's one-third portion was, by his death and the need 
to close his estate, the first 10,000 acres to demand completion . Partial
ly Unspecific in its actual placement, Joseph Pike, who had witnessed 
Vincent's initia l purchase, now bought outright his interest in the lan~ 
on the Schuy l kill River. Even so, it took ten years to finalize all the 
details. Thomas Holmes' map of 1700 names Pike the owner of the lower third 
(albeit, JafII:!S Pike instead of Jo~. tblnes seens to have tmde aoother mistake.) Pike's 
patent , nevertheless, is dated 1705. Ironically, that which became Pike
land was actually purchased from the heirs of Vincent, and that which be
came known as Vincent Township was the remaining part left to Thompson 
and Coxe. The initial intended separation is spelled out in a letter 
from Dr. Coxe to David Lloyd (1686) inloilichCoxe says: " .•. that next to 
Philadelphia is Major Thompson ' s, the middle mine , the most remote, Sr. 
Matthias Vincent's .•. .'040. 

THE VIN CENTS 

As shown in the previous chapter, Thompson removed himself from 
all involvement - save to entail the land - and Vincent was dead, leav
ing only Coxe to move the project forward. Coxe and Vincent believed 
they had fulfil l ed the settlement requirements for confirmation , but 
Coxe passed the problem of attainment on to the West New Jersey &ciety 
by his sale in 1692 to that organization. 

39 . 

40. 

Deeds of Seisin or jDSsessiooj a cat't}""'O\l'er of tredieval termioology in law pertain
ing to feudal tenure or fiefdan. It first rreant the grant of a fee or feaff for I.hich 
certain setvices were required , i.e.-kn~t ' s setvice, etc. By custan, it e<me to sig
nify the grant of a free i.nhentance referring to perpetuity of an estate rather than 
to feudal temtre . 
See appendix, Letters: Coxe to Lloyd. 

13. 
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The Society continued Coxe's practice of rule by agent, the agent 
appointed by a governing committee of twelve or more members. They re
appointed David Lloyd to finish out the year, then appointed Jeremiah 
Bass in 1693. Frederick R. Black, in his dissertation The West Jersey 
Society,41. states: 

" •.. the greatest defect in the ~' s structure \oI3S oot the want of a 
charter, wt the COlIIlittee ' s inability to control the agent . Prior to 
the 17605, the COlIIlittee conferred such broad ~rs upon the American 
agent that he cca.Jld ccn:hx:t the coqlany's business however he chose. 
Practically every IJS!l IOho occupied the ~ fCllld it personally advan
tageOUS [0 be less than conscientious in his managE!IB\t. • • In additim to 
supervising aU aspects of land sales, the agent \oI3S the chief source of 
the ccmnittee ' s kncMledge of cooditiOllS in AlIerica, incllXfing infonna
tion vital for an accurate appraisal of the agent 'S CMl perfonnance. 
SanetiJres misinfomed and ID)re frequently uninformed , the COlIIlittee had 
00 firm urderstalding of the Society ' s affairs in Anlarica •... " 

Duc to the slowness and vagaries of sea travel, it could be a month 
to six months for information to reach the other side of the ocean and 
as much again for an answer. 42 . If the agent chose to be obscure or ob
lique, it was not difficult to achieve. Business relations grew stead
ily poorer between Society and agent until , in 1761, t he Society retrac
ted the right of the agent to transfer any land by lease or title in 
either New Jersey or Pennsylvania. The effect of this was felt mostly 
in New Jersey, for land transfer in Pennsylvania was by lease only un
til the Provincial Council should decide to confirm the original deed 
to Coxe. 

But tn:OnSCientious agents were oot the Soc iety ' s only problem. In the late 
17X6, the unconfirme d title in Pennsylvania was dragged out of the clos
et by Thomas Penn when The Society tried to assert its Pennsylvania claim. 
The Penns contested, charging noncompliance by Coxe with the original 
terms of settlement on the land. The West New Jersey Society believed 
it held title to Coxe's undivided one-third share, the last third re
maining donmant in the Thompson heirs . 

The best land in New Jersey had been sold by early 18th century, 
leaving their most valuable single holding the 10,000 acres of rich farm 
land in Chester County, Pennsylvania. Looking for new sources of inco~~ 
the Penns fabricated the name "Callowhill Manor", using the family name 
of William Penn's second wife , Hannah Callowhill Penn , in an effort to 
bring the land back into the family coffers.43. This \oI3S mt a sudden idea. 
Fro::! the titre of William's incapacity (1712), Hannah Penn took the re i ns and 

41. Black. Mm, Vol. ,p.380. 
42. All letters were copied t\o1O or three times and sent on different Packet Boats as a 

guard ~t the loss of a ship at sea. 
43. ~Wvrs prochJced i.rccma and were intEnied for the financial benefit of the Pem fa:t

ily. Ten thousand acres out of evel)' 100,000 was to be reserved to the Proprietor's 
use. Sirv::e settlers reluctantly pald qw.t-rent , or any rent, and 1.13I1Ors had been 
0IIer-rw by S<p.I8tters, the Pems looked for new marors frOlI wttich to clair.! rent. 



faced QIlny cri!les in the financial fo rtunes of the family. I n a letter 
written by Hannah Penn on May 22 ,1724 , to James Logan , Penn's most loyal 
secretary in the colony , Hannah states: 

"My Good Friend: 

•• • As I In:Ierstand there was a very considerable tract or tracts of 
land granted by my late husband am laid out many years since in the 
natli':S of Sir Mathias Vincent, Daniel Coxe, Adrian Vrouzen and Benjanin 
Furly , who were to make sett lEment and ~ts thereupxt and to 
perfotlll, within a certain tine, divers covoenants and conditions on their 
part, lof1ich they have totally neglected , and consequently have forfeited 
aU their pretensions to the said lands through their rot carplying with 
the considerations and conditions of the grant. I therefore desire that 
thou wilt look the best thou canst into this matter, and take good ad
vice thereon, in order to rCCCJ\ler the said lands, either by lease of e
jcctlOOnt or otherwise, that they my be sold and good title n\3de to any 
other p.lrchasers ...... 44. 

Hannah died in 1726 , at which time Thomas Penn, carefully and parsimon
iously raised by Hannah , took over the business affairs of the family . 
Hannah was only 15 yea r s old when Coxe & Company bought the 3O,OC(I acres , 
and did not marry Penn until 1696. She was Obviously under some misin 
formation to have named Vrou~en and Furly as purchasers with Coxe and 
Vincent. She had suffered a stroke in 1721 and may have been confused. 
A diligent search of Logan ' s papers might reveal his reply . 

Finally, both sides prepared to settle the case through the courts. 
The Penns were represented by a "striking battery of legal talents, 
James Tilghoan, John Dickenson, and Chief Justice of the Commonwealth , 
Benjamin Chew.,,45. The Society was represented by Joseph Galloway , John 
Ross , and Nicholas WaIn, all of London. Both sides labored under diffi
culties, the Society extremely handicapped by its inability to get a 
true picture of the Pennsylvania estate from its agent, and the Penns 
by knowledge - rather, advice - that they had a very weak case. Hence 
the unho ly pattern of legal delay t ook place. 

In typical English bulldog fashion , the Society tried ~ssfully, for thirty 
years , to br ing its case to court. In this thirty year period of con
flicting claim to owne r ship, the Penns issued 'Indenture s ' in 1744 and 
1746 which were in fact leases with no rights of pre -emption to p..trchase 
at a later date. The leases stipulated and individuali~ed yearly quit
rent s to be paid the Penns as Proprietors and which were not to abate 
their county or provincial taxes . The Society required a higher rent 
per year , but with pre-emptive rights when the title was c l eared. The 
settlers were caught in the dilemma of whether to pay qui trent (1/10 of 
value) to the Proprietors or rent with pre-empt ive rights to the West 

44. Drinker, Sophie H. Hamah Penn. PUbl.by Society of Colcnial Dares. 1958, p. 163. 
e.~. 5. 
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New Jersey Society. This impasse dragged on. A new agent, Or . Lewis 
Johnston, was appointed in 1749 who turned out to be more devious than 
the former agents, and the Society lost all touch with its estate in 
America. Finally, in 1761, the Society retracted the agent's powers and 
rescinded his authority. 

The Society wanted another agent, but having had such di sastrous 
experiences , seemed at a loss to know how to procure one. Into this 
stalemate, seemingly by Divine Providence rather than by an defini
tive move on the part of the Society, came an honest agent . John Hunt, 
an English Quaker living in London, but interested in the welfare of 
Quakers in America, was in need of employment in the colony. He offer
ed his services , and they were quickly accepted in 1768. Black says: 

"Hunt was an inllortant and active figure in the transatlantic c:xmn..n
ity of Friends . Prior to 1765, he lived in London, his hare being a 
regular stop for fEw Ibrld Q.lakers visiting in E'lIgland, In his IoOrld
ly Jm"suits of trade , insurance , arxI other camercial 1,Ojertakings, 
IMlt was frequently associated with Alrerican Friends. He played a 
significant role dlring the crises of the mid-17SOs resulting fran 
the refusal of strict Q.lakers in Pensylvania to accept war taxeS," 46. 

Hunt was a minister and elder in the Socie t y of Friends and took a 
protective attitude to the missionary travels of the Community keep
ing up a l arge correspondence on both sides of the Atlantic. Hunt 
was sent to Philadelphia by the London Yearly Meeting to work out 
an amicable solution between England and. the Quaker 'peace \litness.· 
After [765 , he made Philadelphia his permanent home bringing his fam
ily with him. "Whether by design or accident, " 47. Hunt b~came thor
oughly familiar with the Yest New Jersey situation. 

The Society gave HUnt three specific assignments: settling ac
counts with Dr. Johnston, bringing the long delayed Chester County 
dispute to trial, and preparing a complete description of the Society's 
estate. By diligence and meticulous hound-dogging, Hunt brought the 
Johnston affair to a conclusion in favor of the Society and arranged 
for a settlement of [12,CXXl in debt and interest due, although it pt'Olled 
hard to collect. As the Society's agent, however, Hunt faced much 
tougher oppOSition in the looming court battle than from "one fright
ened , sick , old l!lan.,,48. Hunt, however, proved equal to the task . 

At last, the Society had in John Hunt the benefit of a responsible 
agent, who, on advice of London counsel that he could win in court , 
dodged every attempt at postponement or out-of-court compromise, for
cing the case to be brought to t rial. The tactics of delay reached a 
peak (or possibly, low) when Benjamin Chew, as Chief Justice, simply over
looked for several terms the appointment of judges to the Chester Cir
cuit Court of Appeals . Hunt pushed the case to trial in August, 1773 . 

46. Ibid 
47. Ibid 
48 . Ibid, p.384. 



Believing Hunt's Arguments that Coxe had met the Requirements of Settle
~ent, it took the jury little time to reach a verdict in favor 
of the Society.49. 

This Decision opened the way for Hunt to arrange with the tenants for pay 
ment of arrearages and for exercise of lease options, and should have 
brought to a close the now eighty- odd year battle for confirmation of 
the Coxe title. Although the third assignment given Hunt carried no 
large ~onetary reward as did the first two , he carried it to conclu
sion with the same careful attention to detail that was his hallmark. 
The tract was surveyed by Anthony Yayne in 1774 and a detailed account 
of each tenant's status was prepared by Hunt and presented to the So
ciety. 

However, the embattled Coxe t itle was still not free of foes. From 
1772 to 1784 , Jose ph Reed, "a young Philadelphia lawyer with an eager eye 
for the main chance", and the only Society member to live in America, 
"engaged in various t r ansatlant i c maneuvers respecting the Society."SO. 
Holding sixty-five shares in the Yest New Jersey Society, Reed antici
pated control of the Society , and of Hunt, too. In fact, his ambition 
was to become agent in place of Hunt. Finding the Society quite happy 
with t he ir agent, for the fi r st time, and in no mood to replace him, 
Reed turned, in a counter move, to the long silent Thompson title. 

As the Chester Circuit Court gave i t s decision in favor of the So
ciety , Reed made arrangements with the Thompson heirs to purchase their 
claim to the remaining 10,000 acres. But because Thompson had not met at 
all the conditions of the original feoffment, Reed chose not to axilront 
the Penns in a direct claim, for t hey could have taken back the Thomp
son third . Instead, Reed decided to cloud the issue by claiming that 
the original titles had been to tenants in common instead of three sep
arate Deeds of Feoffment. To this end, he blocked by Caveat SI. any at
tempt to divide the 20,000 ac r es into two equal blocks . He also circu
lated notices among the tenants , even before he was legally possessed 
of the Thompson title, cautioning against transactions which might ig
nore his claim.52 . 

~r shaky P.eed's legal footing, 'bis intervention completely disrupted 
Hunt ' s endeavo r s for the Socie t y •.• Uncertain ·of whose lands th ey oc
cupied and t hreatened by Reed with prosecution for negotiating with 
Hunt, the se ttlers refused t o pay arrears on existing l eases, to s~ 
new leases, or to purchase the land as they had previously agreed !,53 . 
The long sought gains of t he Chester County Court case had been brought 
t o a complete standstill until the Caveat could be tested. 

49. Case of lho:!1as & Richard Pen (lessors) ard Robert Ralston et al (TE:nalts). 
SO . ILJf'1 .11as~' Alexarv;ier Library , Rutgers thl\IICrsity, ~ BnI1Mc:k, N.J. 
S I. A legai f.:.tice to a Court: or p.lblic officer to suspend proceedings wtil n)tifier 

is glvell a hearing. 
52. BlaCk, p .389. 
53. Ibid. 17 . 
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Into this impasse, the American Revolution was superimposed, bring
ing all transocean business to a halt for eight years. Reed joined the 
American forces and found his way into important positions. He was ap
pointed to the Continental Congress , the Committee of Public Safety , 
delegate to the last Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly, and in 1775, con
fidential secretary to General Geo r ge Washington. He became an Adjutant 
General in the Continental Army. Beginning in 1778, he served as Presi
dent of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. In spite of all 
these responsible positions, Reed was , in 1782 , accused by John Cadwala~ 
der of "having waivered in his attachment to the American cause in 1776 
to t hesroint of making overtures to the British for his possible defec
tion . " . In fairness, the accusation may have been unfounded and spark
ed by the bitter infighting for position which characterized the polit 
ical climate directly after the War ended. 55 . 

The deepest tragedy , however, was the arrest by Pennsylvania author
ities, exile and death of John HUnt in the brief hysteria contingent on 
support of the Cause for Independence. Described by James Pemberton as 
a "great, wise and ex perienced minister an d elder [of the Society of Friends ] 
. .. Hunt became a victim of the Patriots' suspicion of Quaker neutrality. ,, 56 . 
John Hunt was prominent in regard to speaking his own and reinforcing 
other Quakers ' consciences in regard to the bearing of arms. Grip ped in 
a paranoia, the Continental Congress executed panic legislation author
izing t he states to arrest all neutrals as though they were Torys. 

In the late summe r of 1777 , authorities in Pennsylvania rounded up 
a number of Quakers , including John Hunt and Israel Pemberton . Hunt, 
Pemberton and Samuel Pleasants fought the proceedings at every step 
to no avail. Refusing to affirm allegiance to the new state (~ 
it required an oath), l\Jnt and twenty-one others \K!re taken into exile to Winches
ter, Virginia. Others were sent through Pottsgrove to Reading. In Feb 
ruary, 1778, Hunt became critically ill, SUffering among ot her maladies 
from 'mortification' of his left leg. An amputation in Harch was follow
ed quickly by his death. Several months later, the Quaker exiles were 
permitted to return to Philadelphia. The Socie t y learned many months 
later of their loss. But the clarifications that Hunt had gained and 
the practice of I/atchful stewardship in the Jerseys, where timber theft 
had been rampant, set the Society in a position from which continued 
gains could be made . 

Reed re-emerged on the political scene in 1781 when he resumed his 
law practice and in t ervened to stop abuses against the Society by the 
New Jersey legislature and ' by individuals. The Chester County land was 
nore secure than Jersey land in that it had been parcelled into farns 

54. Ibid , p. 397. 
55. See Reed docurents , IISP. Lee's accusations and P.eed fanily denial, long after . 
56. Slack, p. 392. 
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and the sett l ers could be counted on to defend what they had consid
ered fo r years their own land. Still unable f r om the Socie t y to ac
complish his appointment as agent , Reed turned t o t he New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania legislatures to make him agent for the West Jersey So
ciety lands. He c l aimed to have paid taxes for the Socie t y out of his 
own pocket, although his personal accounts did no t support the claim . 
Nevertheless , the New Jersey legislature acknowledged him Agent on 
October 5, 1781. In Pennsylvania, howeve r , Reed wss disappointed. 
Host devastating to Reed ' s ambition was the Ches ter County tenants' 
counter petition asking that Reed not be appointed agent. Reed con
tinued his efforts, but still uns ure of his motives, again was re
jec t ed . The Society appointed Robert Morris of New Brunswick , New 
Jersey, to that position. 

Up t o this time, Reed hsd acted more or less alone. AS far back 
as 1774 when Reed had made contac t with the Thompson family . he wa s 
appooint ed at t orney fo r the last holder of the Thompson Tail male 
bequest. The Thompsons ' charge to Reed, as thei r attorney , was to 
make a common recovery to bar the estate tail male and create a fee 
simple estate in the lands . Through a tripartite l ease and release , 
J oseph Horris the enabling third party. a fee simple title was ac
compl ished by June of 1775. Now he was in position and r eady to III'Ike 
a large purchase. All along , Reed had toyed wit h the idea of purcha
sing the enti r e Wes t New Jersey Society. But now, instead of cak ing 
title in his own name alone, he was joined on the Lease and Release 
of June 29 , 1775, by Thomas Willing and Robert Morris of Philadelphia. 

Willing and Morris were the top financial mind s of Philadelphia 
and, indeed , of the young Republic. The pr ice was r5SOO lawful money 
of Great Britain - equivalent to about $18,000 Ame r ican coinage.57. 
It is difficult to understand why Willing and Morris would have been 
interested, at that time of t heir lives, in personal l and invesarent. 
This l eads t o a s peculation which no attempt has been made t o verify 
fo r this paper, that Reed may have r equested a mortgage from the fiDol 
of Wil l ing & Horris, for which they requ ired that they be named on 
the deed for add itional security . 

Reed's sun seemed br ight in 1781. He was on his way to a firme r 
g rss p on the Jer sey lands, and half of the remaining Chester Coun t y 
lands were unde r deed t o him and his partners . His reco rd in New J e r
sey was commendable for pro tecting and maintaining the Society ' s in
vestment. Still the Society and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania re
buffed him. The appointment of Robert Hor ri s of New Jersey to the 
post of agent wa s a bitter disappointment wh ich seems to have thrown 
Reed ou t - of- balance. He actively sought t o disrupt the new agent ' s 
activities, and more surprisingly , conveyed away his one-third in ter
est in the Thompson title in Decembe r of 1783 to Willing a nd Horris . 58 . 
J oseph Reed d ied in 1n5 in England. 

57. l1hile $18,OIXl seEmS net a staggering sun today , it \oOlj a goodly price. 
58. Possibly Reed defaulted on a IIDrtgage . 
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But what Reed had set in motion had to be settled, and it fell 
now to Willing and Horris to see the Caveat through. Robert Horris 
of Philadelphia, however, had deep personal financial difficulties 
brought about by his overly generous support of the American strug
gle for independence. With the issuance of a true and confirmed pat
ent (JI.me 27, 1787) to Thomas Willing and himself for the Thompson 1800, 
and the Caveat suit on the verge of settlement, Robert Horris with
drew from the partnership. On February 1,1789, he conveyed his undi
vided one-half interest in LO,II~ acres to Thomas Willing for £.12,(0). 

Thomas Willing was one of the most highly esteemed men of Phila
delphia, and at the peak of his abilities a t the time of his involv
ement with the landowners of Vincent Township. Born in Philadelphia 
December 19,1731, he died at age 89 on January 18, 1821. He was the eld
estchild of Charles and Anne (Shippen) Willing and lived his long life 
on Third Street in the house in which he was born . 59 . 

Thomas was educated in England from age 8 to 18 under the super
vision of his grandfather, Thomas Willing. On ret urning to Philadel
phia in 1749, his father made him a partner where, on the father's 
death in 1754, Thomas took entire charge of the business and the fan
ily. There were nine brothers and sisters. Soon thereafter, " ... he 
took as a partner, Robert Horris ... [of Iobxn it is said] to the great 
credit and well known patriotism of the house of Willing & Horris 
the country owed its extrication f r om those trying pecuniary embar
rassments so familiar to the readers of Revolutionary history •.. 
What was true of it then was equally true during the twenty years 
prece~ing the Revolutionary struggle. Possessed of the finest busi
ness qualifications and a thorough knowledge of the needs of the 
country, and practicing the strictest business integrity in all 
transactions, they carried on an immense trade and became one of 
the best and most favorably known commercial houses in America."60· 

Thomas Willing lived through epoch-making times and lent a wise 
and steadying influence to a difficult period. He was known as "the 
old Regulator" of American finance. "When Congress chartered the Bank 
of North America to assist the Government in raising funds to ~ the 
expenses of the war, it was made part of the enactment that Thomas 
Willing should be its president, and the Pennsylvania Legislature 
confi rmed that enactment, Harch26, 1782 . This bank was the agent that 
enab l ed Robert Morris to reclaim the finances of the country , and 
Willing, as its official head in all matters , was unanimously re
elected at each annual election. When the Bank of the Uni t ed States 



was organized, he was induced to surrender the presidency of the 
Bank of North America to accept that of the new financial institu
tion , and managed its affairs with the same eminent ability that 
had characterized his administration of the former. ,,61. 

Willing held many important offices in the city and represented 
Pennsylvania in the Continental Congresses of 177S and 1776. He voted 
against the Declaration of Independence for valid reasons, but ~ 
full support and financial bac king when it was adopted. He married 
Anne !lcCall, daughter of Samuel and Anna McCall, on June 9, 1763. 
They had 13 children, three of whom died in infancy. 

It took Willing & Morris until 1786 to bring the Caveat to conclu
sion . It was settled in favor of the West New Jersey Society's claim 
that the three initial deeds were given individually. As the wheels 
of justice grind slowly, three more years elapsed before an Award 
was made. The Caveat having been set aside November 10, 1786, arbi
trato r s were appointed in Henry Drinker, Geor ge Robert and John fie ld 
to set, or 8\oQrd, the conditions. The Arbitrament and Awa rd was review
ed by three judges - Alexander wilcocks, William Lewis and James 
Tilghman. These men required the lengthwise division line to be dram, 
according to previous practice , and fixed rents to acc rue from June, 
1775. It may be supposed that rents prior to June of 177S had been col 
lected after the court decision attained by John Hunt in 1774. The ar
bitrators further required that any l eases made to The Society and 
found to be in the upper moiety (~) be assigned by The Society to Will
ing & Morris (Morris in 1786 still a partner). 

The three j udges concurred with th e arbitrators stating that the 
claim ofo The Society was good. At least two of the judges further 
stated (J;m,lS Tilghron's Opinicrl was mt fCUJd.) that anyone "who can shew 
a possession in themselves, and an uninterrupted claim for sixty 
years under a warrant o r pu rchase in their own rights from the pro
prietories - The said possessors nor their ancestors, etc. , not hav
ing taken leases from, nor ... agreed to be tenants of The Society, 
Major Thompson nor any ... descendants, I thi nk such settlors will hold 
their possessions against the t itle of the West Jersey Society ... ! be
lieve t here are no persons who will fall under the description of this 
article .... " 62. 

This brought to an end the one hundred year haggle ove r owne r ship, 
fulfillment of requirements, the Proprietors' flimsy claims for CallCO</"" 
hill Manor , the l axity and deceit of agents, and the ambition of one 

wealth, \otlich it enjoyed to a IIBrked degree in the quarter century preceding the 
war of the Revolution ... . " 

60. Ibid, p. 126. 
61. Ibid. 
62. Wilcocks ' Opinion. lS 12 . Mic. Al~r Library, Rutgers lhlversiey. 
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Joseph Reed. Out of the one hundred and three years of con troversy, 
only one figure of unimpeachable character, loyalty and fidelity to 
purpose and employer emerges from the records in the person of John 
Hunt. Without his integrity and unfailing appli cation to the problem 
at hand, settlement would have been still farthe r away, and The So
ciety may never have regained i ts posture . The West New Jersey So
ciety, under Robert Horris of New Jersey, the new agent , now went 
about the business of settling arrearages in rents and verifying 
lines preparatory to issuing first deeds (patents) to those who , 
in the main, were well ensconced on their Plantations. Thomas Will
ing did the same in the Thompson, or upper, half of t he tract. The 
Society had the benefit of Hunt's last work in having had Anthony 
Wayne survey their tract. Read ing Howell, and later Thomas Lightfoot 
surveyed for Willing. Lightfoot's map parcelled and numbered Willing ' s 
tract according to the lines directed by the incumbent tenants. His 
survey has not been found . 

However, certain occupiers along the Coventry line near Parker's 
Ford felt that they did qualify under the 60 year Exception , having 
believed that ownership had been purchased in that area as early as 
1703 from William Penn. There had always been a difference of opinion 
with regard to the exact Vincent/Coventry line f r om the Schuylkill 
River inland for several miles. Samuel Lightfoot's 1741 map notes 
that Taylor "starts his line here", (a place different fran Lightfoot's 
point of begirning) , and the inhabitants , themselves , and notably Ger
hard Brumbach , requested tha t the line be clarified. The Parker ford 
claimants went again to court, this time against Thomas Willing, and 
one last litigation dragged in the tribunals for sixteen years more 
before it was finally decided in favor of Thomas Willing . 

Thus, all land owners hip in the Vincents finally became a reality 
and fee simple titles were passed between The West New Jersey Society 
and occupants, and between Thomas Willing and occupants, from 1792 
th rough 1810, with a few straggling parcels remaining under lease as 
late as 18 13 fo r slow purchaser compliance . Settlement was made by The 
Society and Willing as originally stated in the leases, i.e . , for land 
in an undeveloped condition . All improvements made over the cour se of 
the 100 year dispute were considered to belong to the tenant and no t 
to The Society or Willing . This was strictly adhered to in the final 
settlements and is strongly shown by instances of rapi d resale fo r 
drama tically higher price. (See chart on next page.) AlthoJgtl. the general 
characteristic of the Plantations was one of sinplicity and plaimess, they we re 
sturdy and substantial to warrant the sale prices r ecorded, certain
ly comparable to any o ther par t of the county. Log construction was 
the norm with stone houses interspersed where background of the oc
cupant and affluence dictated. 



RKAL ESTATE TURlIOVERS I N THE VIRCENTS 
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W.N.J.S. to Abrahao She ridan of Philadelphia. 
Innkeeper .... . ....•.•.. . . . .. 118 acres 

1/11/1194 . . .. £1]; . 11 

To Godfrey Gebler: . . . .. ...•.. . •. 1/1/1195 . . . . . HOOO.O 

nicholas Boyer 

John Philip 

\.lidov Jenkins 

14 acres on Ridge Road: 

Paid 7. ~illing in 1794 ... £88 . 19s .4p. 

Sold to Henry lIDupt in 1794 . . . £295 .0.0 

45 acres on Davis Road: 

Paid W.N.J.S. in 1796 .•. t25.14s . 

Sold in 2 parts tota l in 1797 ..• £192.15s. 
24 acres- £102 .15s . to Edw. Kelly 
21 acres- £ 90. to John Hiller 

At or near Strickland's Corner 
on Horseshoe Trail: 

in 1793 .. £250 
"all that two major messuages" 
sold to Jacob Heffelfinger 
before sbe had a deed froo 
\.lilling. 

Heffelfinger paid Willing 
in 1795 

"Be'ljar.lin Jenkins,(dec 'd ) 
not having paid any of the 
purchase money ... " 

£55.8.9 

These transactions are by no Geans a detailed a tudy 
of purchases and sales. They are just SODe that vere 
listed closely in the deed books due to recording dates. 
There are probably many others. 

23. 
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CHAPTER II, continued: 

THE PIKELAIID S 

While these hundred years had di srupted ownership in two thirds of 
the 3O,OCO acres, the r emaining third was also being settled on a lease 
basis. Pike's lands were , however , leased t h rough the choice of Jo~ 
Pike, rather than because titles could not be given. Se pa rated by sur
vey in 1700 (1705 by Patent), the Pikelan ds were spared the troubles of the 
Vincents. Nevertheless, they became embroiled in their own t r aumas. 

Matthias Vincent died May 10, 1687, leaving a wife and two teenage 
sons . Vincent Vincent came of age in 1688, Theodore not until 1692 , \Jlen 
it became possible, and necessary, to sett l e the estate. I t appears 
that after the Knight's death , negotiations were immediate between 
Dame Mary, her sons, and Joseph Pike. Pike was a linen-draper (dry 
~ IlI!rchanc) of County Cork, Ireland. Ve r y clearly, Dame Hary wanted 
no part of Coxe 's American dream. But, at the time of her husband's 
death, the Vincent 10 ,OCO acres had not been separated by survey from 
the 3O,OCO , and without confirmation by William Pem and his council, 
she had no thing bu t a Right to sell whic h would fall far shor t of ~ 
intrinsic value of the land. 

In 1698, a pplication was made to Penn for confirmation of the title, 
the leases with Gousee Bonin and others used to prove that settlement 
on the land had been made . By 1700, Penn confi rmed Dame Mary's Patent, 
giving the family ownership with full control over sale of their 10,ll&;: 
acres. What mit iga ting circumstances caused Penn to hearken to Dame 
Vincen t ' s pleas and not those of Dr. Coxe may be lost to ou r unde r
standing; however, the fact is p lain that either for Dame Vincent and 
her sons , o r for Joseph Pike, an influential Quaker, Penn legali ~ed 

the Vincent Warrant on the 7th day of the 8th month (October by the old 
calendar), 1700, and on the 29th day of the 6th monch (August), 1701, it was 
surveyed for Joseph Pike in right of Sir Matthias Vincent. OJ . 

63. This p.!rchase in Oiester Colmty seems to have engendered a flurry of interest in 
Pennsylvania Imxl. on the part of JOsePl Pike. ~ the 30th day of the 9th IlOnth 
(No\Ietber) , 1702, and on the 9th day of the 2nd 1IOOch (April), 1703 , 1400 acres 
in tw:l adjacent parcels ...ere ,sur..oeyed to him in Cain T~ip, on a part of lotIich 
later was erected the CaIn Friends Meeting. By the &are date, 1000 acres , in right 
of Smuel Rolls' SOXI acres, was laid rut to Pike in tw:l adjacent parcels in ' 'SOuI
berry" (SolebJry) To..nship , hks Cculty aloog the Dela..are RiYe[. Rolls was also 
a OJalcer of CoU'Ity Cork. The rEmaining 4000 acres of Rolls' Harrant was surveyed 
to Pike in Richland Ta.nship , &d.s Colmty (near ().lakertcw1), and in Linerick ToI«\
ship, Philadelphia Cculty. This SOXI aeros carried with it, Liberty Lot '55 in 
Blockly To.nstu.p . Fbiladelji1.ia Cculty. Every large purchase in the early days car
ried 8 Liberty Lot in the northern section of the Clty, called the Northern Liberties. 

2>. 
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Pike delayed taking out his Patent until he had several other la~ 
trscts surveyed in Pennsyvania. On December 3, I7OS, the Commissioners 
of Property gave him legal ownership by Patent to the lower third of 
the 3O,CXXJ acres. 

Joseph Pike was born on November II, 1657, on a farm called Kilcreagh 
seven miles west of the town of Cork. He was the eldest son of Richard 
and Eli~abeth Pike. His father was English, having served in Cromwell ' s 
army in Ireland, but left the service, in high esteem, on the basis of 
disagreement of principles and the wrongness of war. Pike's mother, Eliz
abeth Jackson, was born in London but of Irish ancestry. In 1655, they 
became convinced by Edward Burroughs at Cork of the ministry of Friends. 
Richard died of pneumonia in 1668, at age 41 while a prisoner for his 
Quaker beliefs. 

In 1682, son Joseph, at age 25, married Elizabe t h Rogers, eldest 
daughter of Francis Rogers an d a minister of the Society . They had four
teen children, only seven of whom lived. His business affairs frequently 
took him to England, to Holland and Flanders. On one of these trips he 
enjoyed the company of William Penn. Pike wrote and published several pam
phlets in support of the Friends ' religious teachings and made acquaint 
ance with Thomas St ory, also a friend of William Penn and l ater to be 
Pike's agent in Pennsylvania. Story re l a t es visiting Pike in Ireland in 
1716 on a religious journey where he was a dinner guest along with the 
young Countess of Kildare, her maiden sister, and three others of the 
gentry . 64. 

Joseph Pike started in business with William Alloway at age 18, trad
ing in wool . Later, with his brother, Richard, he opened the first lin
en draper's shop in Cork in which they sold woolens, serge, and yarns. 
They retailed and wholesaled goods to England and the Continent . Joseph 
was a very stable and conservative businessman always prioritizing ~r 
principles . At one point in mid-life, he saw the oppo rtun ity to make a 
goodly profit buying a wholesale lot of tobacco from a ship in port. He 
decided against it, however, on the basis that he would appear the weal
thy Quaker all too eager to gain more riches. 65. He did not resist the 
purchase on health aspects , as Dr. Daniel Coxe might have done. (See 
page I, fooOXlte 7 . ) 

In his Autobiography , Pike extols the virtues of cautious expansion 
in business and laments that the only time he felt haras sed by bills 
was in his involvement with the "South Sea Company", wherein he "endea
vored to help other Quakers. ,,66. It I!G)' be that William Penn felt kindly 
disposed toward Pike, who was obviously a devout and practicing Friend, 

64 . 
0>. 
66 . ~~~~Pi· "J. for~ 

but chi. 
tine." 



recommended to him by Thomas Story, and confirmed the title on those 
groundS . 

There is no record of Joseph Pike ever having visited his American 
lands. All of his purchases were handled on this side of the ocean by 
Thomas Story. Story, a Quaker minister , was a strong ally of William 
Penn . From 1705 until 1742, when he died, Story collected rent from the 
Pi ke landers and delivered quit -rent to william Penn. When Pike died in 
1729, leaving his estate t o his wife, Elizabeth, and family, and Eliz
abeth died in 1733, the eldest son, Richard, became owner o f the Amer
ican lands. It appears that Irish lands went to other members of the 
family living near Cork . Richard had a sister, Mary, who married Thom
as Beale of Mountmelick, Elizabeth , who married Joshua Beale, brother 
of Thomas, Rachel and Anne, and brothers Samuel and Benjamin. 67 . 

Richard, a bachelor, was in, business in London, living in Stoke
Newington, Middlesex County. After Thomas Story died, Richard appoint
ed as agent , Michael Lightfoot, half-brother to the surveyor, Samuel 
Lightfoot, who lived in Pike land Township. Both Michael and Samuel 
were sons of Thomas Lightfoot of Darby, Chester County (now Delaware 
County). Michael had moved from Pike land to New Carden Township in 
1712, the year of his itllllligration, to Philadelphia in 1743 to fill the 
post of Provincial Treasurer. He served Pike from 1742 until his death 
in 1754. Richard Pike dying in 1755, his executors, Samuel Hoare an4 
Nathaniel Newberry, appointed Michael's sons, Thomas and William 
Lightfoot, agents in t hat year. They were styled merchants of Phila
delphia . 

"""'" Story 

Richard Pike 

Michael 
Lightfoot 

Dispositicn 
of Caln & 
Richland lands 

From 1733 to 1754, Richard Pike made dis position of much of the CaIn 
lands to individual purchasers, including ground for t he CaIn Meet ing
house, and may have done similarly in Richland Township, Bucks County, 
for his executors seem only concerned with Pikeiand Township, Solebury 
Township (~County) and the Liberty Lot in Blockly Township. Richard 
wrote his Will in 1752, and seemed in normal health until 1754 when his 
mental capacity changed. He died late in 1755. Hoare appears to have 
acted as Richard Pike's secretary, although he was also occupied in his 
father-in-Iaw's business House of Curnells , "merchants in I!IXle)' and goods.'tfi9. 

Sam.lel Hoare 

Swartbrore, Pa. 
Hoar~ of Cork, all:tJ::lugh sane sources 
marnagE! to Hoare was a sean:! !!IiIr
suit, after accepting bequests, a

not of testanentary C3P1'City 
rightfully bel~_to 
the CourtS decided in 

, Hoare ~t out the inter-

os 
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it>are """'" 
offer to 
Pikelanders 

The Pi.kelaOO -

Even before he was in full pos session of the rights and properties 
of Richard Pike, (the lawsuit not yet settled. See fn. '68) , Sar.luel Hoare 
began to actively administer the properties in the capacity of executtrr. 
People had been living on the land , some for fifty years. Taxes had ~ 
assessed under Pike land Township since 1747/8, and some since 1718 under 
the Upper Skoolkill District. It was common practice, although not law, 
for terre tenants to pay their own land tax to the County and Province 
while the owner more often paid quit-rent to the Proprietor. 

The Will contest protesting Richard Pike's sanity began by letter 
in 1757, and was brought into Spiritual Court in 1762 . It was finished in 
late 1763 in favor of the Will. After preliminary letters of negotiation, 
Hoare offered , in 1762, the entire IO,II6li acres in Chester County plus 
I(XXl acres in Bucks County and 100 acres (Lot ' 55) in Blockly Township to 
the t erre tenants for [14,500. It is diffi cult to understand the reason 
why Hoare offered the Bucks County land to the' Pikelanders unless there 
had been a prior Pike agreement with the occ upants for this e~tended 
ownership . No suc h agreement has been located. Possibly Hoare was sim
ply offering the Pike landers everything left in one pa ckage as he had 
inherited it ; but ~, why did he not offer Chester County land to ~ 
County terre tenants? 

The Pike landers formed themselves into a loosely knit company in 
1762 for the purpose of negotiating with Hoare, calling' themselves The 
Pike land Company. Seventy-four tenants were named in the Memorandum of 
1762 stating they were unanimously agreed t o accept Hoare's offer. Sixty
eight executed the Agreement of Sale. Of the six who did not sign the 
final Agreement, two were Vincent terre tenants also, one was a Charles
town res i dent, and the other three could have been BuckS County residents . 
The Lightfoot 's were to be reimbursed (2.tOs. for their "care and trouble" 
as agents in the matter. It is not clea r for what period of time, or fo r 
what amount of service, the sum was to stand . They were required , mor~r 
to mortgage the said property to Samuel Hoare for "Security of Payment."70. 

Hoare was represented by the Ph ilade lphia lawyer, Amos Strettle as 
well as his agents, the Lightfoots. The Pike land Company also named the 
Lightfoots as the persolB to whom they would pay" . .. forthwith in Current 
money of Pennsylvania [~ Sterling .•. laid out in Bills of Exchange as 
the first payment ... Residue and Remainder to be paid in three equal an
nual instalments of (4OC() Sterling .... " in 1763, t7(;1; av:! 1765. Interest was 
to be paid half yearly, the first payment of inte rest due 4/1/1763 . 71. 
If th is cost had been distributed equally over the 68 tenants who si~ed, 
which would not have been the case, each tenant would have had to make 
up approximately ( 213 each plus inte r est for which the Company would re
ceive title to 11,216li acres of valuable land. The sums would have been 
allocated according to the number of acres a tenant was purchasing, and 
payment woul d be stretched over a three year period. 

70. 0Iew Papers, HSP. Pi.kelav:!, Chester County,Case- '~randun", t762. 
71. Ibid. 
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Apparently, very little was paid during the next ten years, pos
sibly only interest , and that, only by some of the terre tenants. Hoare 
grew tired of excuses. By 1764 , Hoare acknowledged in a letter t o the 
Lightfoots the payment of £.440 . Hoare worried, "I am at a l oss to ac
count for their [the tenants] not paying you the arrears and interest , 
as you ' ll reco llect the last was to be 51 if each half year was not 
paid me here in a month after due, an d the whole year is now expired .,,72. 

Pittance 
paid by 
tenants 

By 1773 , William Lightfoot was dead, leaving Thomas Lightfoot the 
" surviv ing cont r acto r". 73. Thomas was replaced by Andr ew Allen, a highly 
respected young attorney and judge of Philadelphia. Allen ( 1740-1825) was 
the son of Chief Justice William Allen . an eminent city barrister. He 
had gr aduated from the College of Ph iladelphia (lhiv . of f'InIa.) in 1759, Allen faai.ly 
in t he second class from that institution. He followe d t h is by study of 
law under Benjamin Chew , at that time Attorney General for the Prov ince. 
Finishing h is education in London at the Temple, he wa s admitted t o prac
tice in Pennsylvania in 1765 , exceptionally well educated and with a keen 
legal mind . He married Sarah Coxe , daughter of Willi am Coxe and thereby 
great granddaughter of Dr . Daniel Coxe. After the resignation of Mr. O1ew, 
Allen was appointed Attorney Genera l in his place . 74 . 

Allen's sister had ma rr ied John Penn, son of Richard Penn, son of 
Will iam Penn, the Founder. In 1770 , John Penn , t hen Governor of Pennsyl
vania , i nvi ted Allen to a seat in the Provincial Counci l. He se rved most 
honorably on many counci l s an d in severa l capaci t ies through 1774 when 
t he dispute with England over taxa tion became t he al l absorbing top i c 
of conve r sation. I t was as Atto rney General that he had just sat upon 
the case of t he Penns vs. The West New Jersey Society and had wr itten 
a strong opinion in favor of The Society. He was in t ouch with prob
lems facing the Pikelanders. 

Allen's t rue position in the di spute be tween Hoare and the Pi ke land 
tenants ha s been c l ouded in some of the most ambiguously worded doc uments 
of all time. J.C.Fu they, with his young, trained l egal eag l es, set the 
firs t historical inte rpre t ation in 1881, since copied and darkened by 
eve r y researcher and title cle rk, without ever checki ng the re putat i on 
or cha racte r - nor indeed, even connecting the man Allen with Judge Allen
of the pe r son t hey were slanderi ng. 

On the surface, Hoare by his attorney , Amos Strettle , conveyed the 
three tracts to Andrew Allen by Deed of Lease and Release on December 
2 & 3, 1773, fo r t 16,<XXl and t ook back on December 4, 1773, a mortgage for 
the same sum . 75 . Nothing was paid on this mortgage, certain mitiga t ing 

72. 01ew Papers . HSP , Letter, London, 1/15/ 1764. "I rec'd)'CUI:" favr ... i.nclosing tlSO 
wich is bJrored in part of the £440 returned •... " 

73 . Deed F2-30-3OB/ 12/3/1773. Ole:ster Co,nty Crurt tkluse . 
74. Keith. Andrew Allen . IMiB. Vol. 10, p. 362. 
75. Deed F2-30-3OB mel. !obrtgage T-....ol. 19, p.I66. 
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Welsh Ibrtgage 

Allen -
Agent & Trustee 

Xl. 

circumstances will be explained, and it was foreclosed ~ainst Andrew 
and Sarah Allen and rhe terre tenants on August 26, 1789,1 . by which all 
title reverted to Samuel Hoare. The History of Chester County says the 
Sheriff's sale divested the Pikelanders of their titles. They never had 
titles. Fu r ther, it says that Allen "conveyed and sold" to 115 pu r chas
ers,77. not one of which sales can be found on record. 

The true situation begins with Allen's signing the Hortgage on De c
ember 4, 1773. What kind of mortgage did he sign? Slack's Law Dicrionary 
lists eight or nine differen t kinds of mortgage, some of them obsolete 
today but in use in 1773. One is a We l sh .ortgage •.. '' In English law, a 
species of securi t y which partakes of the nature of a mortgage, as there 
is a debt due, and an estate is given as security for the repayment, but 
differs from ir in the circumstances that the rents and profits are to 
be received without account till the principal money is paid off, and 
there is no remedy to enforce payment, whi l e t he mortgagor has a per
petual power of r edemption. I t is now r arely used." 

Sy deed F2-30-308, Andrew Allen was nominated and appointed by Sam
ue l Hoare "to accept, receive and take in his own name and to his own 
use all such deed and deed conveyances and assurances in the law as ~ld 
be needful and re quisite for Conveying" t he lands. By this Indenture, 
Hoare acknowledges receipt of [ 16,CXXl , paid by Allen to Amos StreHle for 
Hoare " . . . in full of the consideration Honey, principal and interest for 
the purchase of the premises . ... " This appears to be a sale by lease 
and release, 78. and is followed the next day by a mortgage for [16 ,CXXl 
accepted by Hoare. This sounds like a direct, no-money -down sale with 
a 100% mo r tgage. 

However, a letter dated December 23 , 1786, reviewing procedures, 
from Chew, wilcocks and Chew to the Pikelanders reads: 

"Gentlemen : 
The Deed executed formerly by Hr . Hoare's Attorney, to 

Andrew Allen, Ageat aad Trus t ee , for the Pikeland Company 
which we informed your committee was missing and apprehended 
had been lost by Hr. Allen, has at last been found by him a
mong his Papers in England and transmitted to us by the last 
Packet with his Deed of Assignment of all his Trust and Pow
er to us, whereby We are now enabled to convey the Lands in 
Bucks County and the Liberties to such persons as you shall 
direct .... "79. 

76. Sheriff Deed E2-29-376. 77. Futhey & Cope, Hist~ , p. 201. 
78. A kind of English conveyance said to have been invented soon after enact:Jtent of 

the statute of uses. It is thus cootrived: A lease, or bargain & sale upon sate ~\rI
ian' coosideratioo for ale year, is!il3de by the tenant to the lessee or bargainee . 
This makes the bargaiMr stav::l seized to the use of the bargainee, and vests in the 
bargainee the use of the tem for roe year, and then the statute imrediately amexes 
the p:!s.sessicn. Being thus in possessioo , the bargainor is capable of receiv4lg a re
lease and reversion ...nich nust be made to the ba~iMr (tenant in possession). The 
lease & release , \Jlen used as a conveyance of the fee , have the operation of a single 
conveyance . Black.' s la4 Dictionary. 

79. HSP . t1<;s. Q\ew Papers, Pikeland Case. Letter to Pikeland~, 12/23/1786. 



Still later, under the Writ of Possession and Award after the 
She riff sale, wordage is as follows: 

" ... That the said Saruel }bare ... CCJmIIe)'ed diYeTS lands with their app.Ir

tenaflC{!S ... to Andrew Allen in Fee In Trust to and for the use and ad
vantage of certain persons in a Deed of Trust rrentioned, k;rxMJ and 
designated under the appellation of the Pikeland Carpany, the said 
Deed of Trust bearing date of 6 NoYenber 1773 ..•. " SO . 

The above use of the terms Deed of Trust and Agent & Trustee lead 
to the belief that Allen's involvement, even though his mortgage ob
bligated his wife as well as himself, was not a mortgage in the s~ 
that is used in the usual manner, but rather, a Welsh mo rtgage. This 
Indenture of lease and release has long been inter pre t ed as a full 
conveyance of the IO,<XXI acres to Andrew Allen and his wife, when, in 
fact , it is no more than was con veyed upon the Lightfoots, although 
possibly in a different form . No mortgage was located for the Lightfoots. 

At the time (1774), Allen was in unison with the popular feeling for 
resistance against England's stiff practices on American trade, even 
to being among the twenty-eight who formed the ~irst Tronp, Ph iladel 
phia City Cavalry (First City Troop). Allen was a most distinquished mem
ber of that e lite group and was chosen First Lieutenant. He was one 
of the Commit t ee of Safety appointed by the Assembly in 1775, and a 
delegate to the Continental Congress . Why was he interested in the 
problems of a group of farmers in a township thirty miles out o f the 
city, co llect their rents, and put his name and hil wife's to the in
strument of mortgage , of whatever kind? It can only be argued that 
in 1773 , he was still a young lawyer, less than ten years out of law 
school , earning his way. Many of his jobs for the city were honorary 
posit ions car rying little, if any , monetary recompense. This wa s a 
paying job that a l awyer could do, such as John Adams did prior to 
his presidency while performing important deeds of grea t moment for 
the young country. 

The ensuing two years were far more tumultuous t han Allen could 
possibly have envisioned. At first sympathetic to the colonies'com
plaints , Allen, and many others, became uneasy as they saw the tide 
turning from resistance to outright independence. Many were not ~ 
to sever relations with their Sovereign King. 81. The legal community, 
in particular, having sworn in their oaths of office allegiance to 
their mother country, FngIand, had problems with independence. They had 
pledged themselves to uphold the laws of England. Andrew Allen sear
ched his conscience deeply and found that he was a loyalist. Hence, 
he resigned his seat on the bench and all othe r posts, and hurriedly 
gathered his family about him in preparation for moving to England. 
He was, of course , labelled a To r y and his American estate was confiscated. 

SO . Ibid . Writ of Possession and Award. 8/15/1792. 

Allen - the 
Wyalist -
labelled 
a Tory 

81. Allen's 'last public office was nerber fran ?hila. to the AsSBlbly in 1776. He ran 
as a ~bderate, favoring reconciliation with ~1and. Four were to be chosen . The vote 
stood: ~l lbwell, 941; ~ Allen, 923; ~rge Cl}t)£r.! 923; Alex.Wiloocks). 921; 
Thams Wl.lhng, 911; Fredenck KltII,904; ().1en Biddle, 903; uan .ROOe~t 890. t;l)Uer 
was the ooly Advanced I.hig elected. These figures sIlOoI ~ eYelly divioea was the vote 
on inde{;;dence. Its advocates could oot get a oojority over a good conservative. 
Keith. liB. Andrew Allen. 31. 
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32. 

In 1776, a fter the fJeclaration of Independence, Allen app lied to 
the Br itish army for protection and safe j ourne y to England. In ~larch , 

1778 , the Pennsylvan ia Assembly passed an Act of Attainde r agains t his 
property, and much of it was sold. The Treaty of Paris (1783) prevented 
any fu rther confiscat ions . Allen returned t o Pennsylvania in 1792 and 
remained t wo years, but maintained his s t atus as a resident of England 
unt i I he died there in Portland Square, London, on Harch 7 , 1825, aged 
85 years. 

In the bedlam of a hasty departure and the upheaval of emotions, 
the Pikeland Papers were lost. In the meantime, the war was fought 
and won. and Hoare was sti ll trying to collect either rent or a pur 
chase pr ice with interest . It was the point of back interest that be
came the knuckle ar ound which ensuing problems clung. Amos Strettle 
died about 1780 , and Hoare engaged the f i rm of Chew , wilcocks & Chew 
to handle his affairs. Septembe r 30. 1786 . Allen , f r om England. trans
ferred his powers of Trust to Benjamin Chew , with apo l ogies for hav
ing s t ill not found the pape r s that would list the payments . 

Futhey & Cope reports t hat Allen had collec ted from 115 tenants. 
It appears that this informa t ion was cul led f rom the She r iff's list. 
or the proceedings against t he tenants wh ic h named that number of 
occ upan ts . Without question, these people were on the land, but thi s 
is not necessa r ily evidence that they had paid fo r it. To the best 
knowledge t o date , no pape r ha s been found which says how much Allen 
collec t ed. Later settlement wi th the tenants makes sale to only 89 
purchasers . 

The following t en years begin t he ' count down' on negot iations as 
found among the Chew Pa pers at the Historica l Society of Pennsy lvania: 

July 31, 1781 - Petition to stop iodiscriIainate sale of Liberty Lot '55 was 
presented to the Supre:ne Executi~ Co..n:il by Thcmas Light
foot* , Jares Packer, Michael Ho:laal, John l.aJbach , George 
6rery, Peter Hartman and ..Jc::hl Wring 00 behalf of the terre 
tenants, purchasers of the ''Rights which were originally vested 
in Josept Pike," ["'This T,Lightfoot was a crusin to the agent, 
T.Lightfoot ad lived in Pikelancl T<M\Ship. He was son of San
uel Lightfoot .] 

'''!hat on the 18th Septeober, 178 I, the parties to the petition by 
their Attorney Jonathan D. Sergeant, Esq" ~re proceeding to lay 
before the said Executive Co..n:il the full StatBllel'lt of their 
claim \oben serre urgent occasion of the TinEs (being then in a 
State of War) caJSed a postpOlllweut of the Business." [This 
probably was the stir ca.JSed by Generals Washingtoo and P.och-
..me.au marching thousands of M'erican. and French troops tbrwgh 
the city on their way to trapping Lord Conlolallis at York~ 
four IJ(lnths later.] 



Septenber 30. 
1786 

February I, 1787 -

Andrew Allen assigned and transferred his Deed of Trust to 
Cllew, wilcocks & Cllew as before mted. 

letter fran Pikeland ~ to Chew , Wilcocks & Olew-: 

''We of the Pikcland ~y ....t.ose ~s are heremto SUbscribed 
beg leave to propose That \o'I! and every of us will use all honest 
endeavoJrs by boI"IUring or otherwise to raise m:JOey as SOCJ:l as 
possible to discharge the principle Sur! <hJe for our lands pro
vided the Interest may be abated or forgiven and that each Man 
upon paying his share of the tmney may have a clear Title for 
his land; but if the Interest is insisted en, \o'I! are per5\oladed 
it will ruine IlBn)' poor fanities aroog us. As for about Tm 
years past ~ have got but little IIDre than a bare living out 
of our Farms on account of Taxes, the Ravages of war. etc. We 
COJld say I!llCh IfOre in favour of the i.rdJ.lgence \o'I! ask but \o'I! 

forbear with requesting you will be pleased to write to San-
ueI }bar CCIIXerning the sane & in the meantime shall endeavrur 
to Raise roney as afforesaid; and if the above proposals are 
~lied with \o'I! shall produce the quantities of land which 
each man holds with all other the requisites on our part for 
~leating the b.lsiness. O!!siring your favourable <XlnStnr-
cion arxI assist:Bra! in the premises we rmsin yours respectfully. 

Michael RoYer Jmes Starr Josep, Jones Thcmas LigJ:ltfoot 
Zachary Rice Peter ~ Willian Lightfoot 
Jacob Slur (Sleer?) ? Peter HartJMn 
John walter Atilip King ""'" ""'" ? ? Q!orge O1risnan 

""'" I/aggonac .Johonnes ? John Rar ley 
Go", ? Hartin Ibbmn Jcham1es Iauoough 
JocOO ? ? Henry Hipple 

? ? John Snider . J[. 
casper Snider. Sr. Lawrence Hipple ? 
John Corl John Rogers Coaspar Snider.Jr. 
Jacob Nei ler George Emry(?) Chrs, Teaney 
Valentine ? Atilip Klinger Olristopher 9nith 

? 
Vallentine Orner 

[Q.lestioo I!llrits are oane in Getman script .nich I canrot 
deciJtler. There are 42 J'lai£S in all . ] 

February 26, 1787 - Esteerro Friends: 
We received )'Ott Letter of the 14th Instant by one of oor 

Coomittee .t.ich we have considered as candidly as we are capable 
of doing . Sore of us \oQIld rot incline to disp..Ite the legalness 
and justice of paying interest to Saruel Hoar had oothing lnfor
seen happerEd to disable us in paying it . Those \h) bore Rule for
bidding all Intettourse with Great Britain for a Series of years 

13. 



August 1 I, 1787-

August 30 , 1787-

you ~ rerdered it ~ssible; and Since the decease of Aoos 
Strettle and the raroval of Andre\<l Allen fran this ColA1try there 
was I'I:l person here to receive the Inrerest and adjust IMtters 
with us 1.I1til you receiYed your i'I::7.Ier. [1786] To wOOse acttult 
then rIllSt we charge this great loss and delay wt to an EYent 
permitted of allwise providence; and we COI'lCt!ive it is the Right 
of every Man having so large an Interest in this co.rttry to bear 
a proplrtionable part of the distress arising fran the late calan
icy; This is a p::lint we wish to be considered and Settled as soon 
as possible, as the ~ ,,*,ich we are 90 urt\awi as to repre
sent 5e6D generally determined to pay I'I:l IlOre IIlJI'IeY lSLtil it is , 
and assurance given of a clear Title 00 paying their several 
Q,l:>ras. Sensible we are IIUCh at your uercy in this m.1tter, we 
remain your Friends . 

Thanas Lightfoot Johannes Lal:bach 
J.:m:!s Packer John Urmy 
Peoorg Essuzknab?? Peter Hartman 
Jctm Harley 

"We have had this day a ueeting of the People. They appear to be 
IJrJotIilling to pay 3CI'f m:ney Ult.il they Icnc:M Iotlether they will be 
obliged to pay arry Interest, or rot. If this mtter CXJUld be 
settled, they seem disposed to make up a considerable SlIlI. They 
propose two uethods for settling it, one is by Audit of men In
differently cOOsen; the other, an Alnicable Suit, as eitrer of 
these uerhods \oOJld be at.tended with less costs and IIUCh less 
trouble [than a Sheriff sale]. Cruld this Il'Btter be brought to 
a conclusion, we should be glad ~ soon, as we wish to dispose 
of the Bucks County and Bloc:kly tam and apply the rroney aris
ing to pay Saruel lbare. 

[Th:JMs Lightfoot prepared a list of tenants . ] 

GarrrEnced suit against Allen and the terre tenants. 

February 16 , 1788 - A long letter fran Benjanin 0-, Jr. to Saluellbare: 

34. 

Dear Sir: 

I have hitherto addressed you only coo.jointly with 111)' Father 
and brot.her-in-l.a.I Wilcocks appointed with myself your Attomies 
here aM in such way have given you an ~t of our Proceedings 
in the great Business of your Pikeland Concern ... You have been 
acquainted by our tetter of the 30th August last with rur having 
ccnrrerv:ed a Suit against the Pikeland ~ I.Die:r a particular 
Act of our Legislature for the recovery of M:oey rue on MJrtga&e 
by Sale of the Land. We have in this State I'I:l Court of Ola:rv:ery 
to which an application of this sort would have otherwise been 
made as they are in England. The ~ in general differed 
very widely fran your expectations as well as fran the tetter 



.Ane 22, 1789 

& Spirit of their Agl'oore1t and had indeed no decided Plan aIortg 

thmIselves . We therefore instituted the &lit in 00pes of obtain-
ing serre Justice £ron our crurts .. . ln srol't. i t shculd rOI seen 
the IIBjor part of them DEan to witlnold and disp..tte as lD..Ch of the 
Interest We to )0.1 as they can in any manner urge an Abaten of ... 
The selling out of the different farms & Plantaticns will be a 
tro.blesane &lsiness. To give )0.1 saTe Idea of the rurber of them 
and the time it may take to dispose of them to the best advantage, 
I have been at the Pains of bringing \Dier one View the nares of 
the Original & present Tm<mts, their Q..Iantity of Land , its Valua
tion ...nich I believe was made in 1762 or 3 Wen it was generally 
considered in an ~roved state, and the pitiful pa)'IreIlts that 
have: been made to the Lightfoots and to A. Allen on the respect
ive places fran ...uich you may CO'f1)are the Ac:col.nts that may have 
at any time been sent to you . A copy of this I herewith inclose 
you . Since the Valuation very considerable lrnprClllaleltS to have 
been nBde on many of the Fanus, such as ltluses, Barns . etc . bJilt 
and ~ made - the very lew price of all real Property in this 
~try ~ is such that it has depreciated even in The Ta..ns & 
Cities a ~ and in many instances 1/3 occasioned by an lrIaCCCUIt
able Cco;:urrence of Affairs, Wlich may be an adcIit icnal reasoo 
for your preparing to becaIe the PUrchaser. For tho I I an sat
isfied you will not ..,ish to take adval.tage of or distress those 
...no may be in your Power by gaining Bargains of them, yet i t 
IoO.Ild be bJt reasonable that you sh::Iuld secure the Am::uIt of 
the !tJney iea11y due to )0.1. Disti.octions may be afterwards 
made in favor of those loW have ~ at honorable di5plSition 
to catply with their Contract or loW have ID3de considerable 
~ts at their OJ!!. Expense and such like CQ"tSideration . . . . II 

"Sane JDlitiC31 chalges, tn.ever, are to be consulted expecially 
if our newly prop:>sed federal CQ"tStitution shculd be adopted w ich 
we now have: sanquine hopes will take place throughout the States 
and wich prescribes in a variety of inst:arM:es , nuch DDte liberal 
Constructions and I'Basures than have been practiced in our State 
(bverrrte'lts since the Anerican Revolution. Sooner or later. heM
ever, ...natever may be the arcunts of interest allcwecl you accruing 
<h.lring the late =happy War. the lard IlUSt be sold by PUblick Sale 
to satisfy your M:>rtgage as I really OOubt whether in the present 
distressed & errbarrassed Situation of this ~try ard the Scar
city of Specie . half or a 1/3 of the Principal due to you can be 
raised by the wtlole TCM1Ship and I knew of no Person o r ~ 
that are likely to make so great a PUrchase - so that to cover 
your own Debt you will IIOSt probably be lIlder the necessity of 
becaning the PUrchaser and thereby have the Lands again in ycm
own Possession either to parcel & sell then out in separate Places 
or make any other arrange:rent you think proper .... " 

Levari ·facias: " . .. Verdict has been lately obtained at the suit of 
the said SaJUel Hoare against A1l:Il'E!W' Allen & wife and tene tenants 
upon a Sci fa brouglit upon a I-brtgage upon the Township of Pikelad . 
A1l:I it is intended after July Tem next in the Suprere Court to is
sue a levari facias for the Sale of the said I-brtgaged Premises, 

35. 



arv:I it is eJCpeCted that the said pnmises lrill be p.1rchased 00 the 
behalf of the said Saruel Hoare . Ezekiel Leonard, Sleriff of the 
Coulty of ClIester !lOde agrearent with Chew, wilcocks & Chew to be 
paid (he lbldred cnI thirty Ptulds in full for all his fees for the 
Service of the Sci fa and Levari facias if dooe \kIile Lecoard is 
Sheriff." 

The deed was CttTYeyed by Ezekiell..eooard 00 August 26, 1789, to 
Sa!uel tbare . 

Sept:6Iber thru tbare trying again to negotiate sales with tenants . ,,,,,.,0,,, 

tbYerber 30 , 1789 - letter fran Pikeland CalpInY to Chew, wilcocks & Chew: 

Dissolutioo of 
Pikeland CCJrpany 

Jwe 30, 1190 

October I, 1790 
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GentIE!lel: 

We received )'Q.Il" Letter of the 8th of OCtober last, In Coo
sequeoce \obereof a large M;!eting of the Pikelard caq:l!IOy c0nven

ed 00 the 27th to consider the Contents of yours, cnI the Q.,Jes
tioo being Put. Are }'OO lrilling to take leases or oot1 The 
Ans\.ier was than.inuJsly, N). But we are lrilling to p.m:hace 00 

reasonable Terms ia:\ividually each Han for himself: and ~ the 
Subscribers were requested by the ~ to infOIlll }'OO in 
WTiting of this their result. 

We are )'Q.Il" Friends, 

Thos. Lightfoot 
Jmes Packer 
.......... u.uboch 
Jchl Harley 

Tenants offer to pay per acre according to an attached valuation 
one-fifth part "in hand & the nmainder in five yearly Paylrents 
..nth::JUt interest ." 

Hoare C(Ulter offer: ~ter cb.n, ranain:ler in foor years 
equal, annual pa)tlEnts witOOut interest fran 1762, but for four 
years back interest . 

Letter from Chew, Wil cocks & Chew to Pike landers" 

GentIBlBl.: 

I.hen we consider lv::M !IUCh t.i.D£ has elapsed sirce the valua
tim ... We carl'Dt but regret the Bac:kwarOless shcM\ by the settlers 
to accept of the Terms of Purchase ..mich have been offered them • • • 
We consider it our DJty to Itt. tbare to prevent lrIreasonable & In" 

necessary Delay, ard therefore request that you will take an early 
~rtlnity of informing the }bIders of Land in Pikeland of the 
following Terms of Sale now offered by us as the Agents of Itt. 
!bare, cnI of the aeasures tohlch we think ourselves bolni to 
p.1rsue if they shall be rejected. 

>Each p.ll"Chaser to pay one fourth Part of the Purchase /I"CIfleY 
in hand; 



February 1, 1791 

August 4, 1791 

April 7. 1792 

YJbe Residue of the Purchase M:ney to be paid in fwr equal 8Il!'IJa1 
Pa)'!lBl-ts without interest. 

)If the \obole Purchase M:ney be paid in Hand, then 31 allOolanCe 
will be made of the AP:I:Ult of Interest upon such Payrrents as shall 
be advanced before the period \of1en they were to be We. 

>Such persons as do not ctJJse to P\m:hase are to give up to us the 
possession of the Lands & Pranises they hold - tnless they agree 
to take lease for ale year rendering such Rent as !My be agreed -. Ylbose ...to reject all the above Teons will have EjectDelts brotJ8ltt 
against thsn after the first Day of Novenber next. 

We hope the Reasooableness of the offer ~ made [will be Ulderstood.] 

Pikelanders request <hew, wilcocks & Chew to stop Peter Hartman 
frem selling 10 cords of nickory \.oed fran Blockley tract and pr0-

poses Chew sell Blockley and &..::ks land for them, and apply the 
!lO'Iey to their IIOrtgageS. 

Valentine Himes teqlRsts tm to eject nim. Please all~ nim to sell 
part of nis land. Sat£ accanmdatioo was worked,for Himes took t itle 
to )()!o acres . 

Writ of Possession - Chew trying to sell Blockley & Bucks Larv:ls 
for the Pikelanders . 

[1he above letters and doctm!nts are ooly part of the co~ en:! legal argurents 
that went back and forth. many tak.if1l several IIXlnths to cross the ocean in order to get 
a reply. They are eS8e'l.t.ially all that. has survived two tur.dred years of in:lifferent 
file keeping. and are fDtI lodged in the Historical Society of Pemsylvania, copies in 
the OIester COI.I"Ity Historic4l Society. aIOlg the <hew Papers.] 

In summary of the above, several things are clear: 

1. Had the Pikelanders honored Hoare's first very fair Agreement. of Sale , 
wnicn tney signed in 1762, none of tne later events of tnirty years 
would have taken place. ~ry 

2 . And r ew Allen, far from the unprincipled scoundrel he has been made 
to seem for 100 yea r s, was only an Agent and not a true land purch
aser or mortgagee. 

J. Samuel Hoare, instead of being the money hungry landlord he ha s been 
called, gave the Pike l anders every conside r ation along a very slow 
moving chain of events . 

4 . the event of Revolution and subsequent devaluation of specie and 
land value did upset the ability of the Pikelander to pay , but not 
beyond the point of recuperation if he chose. 

S. the Pikelanders won their point of no Interest, so ld Blockley Lot ISS 
and the Bucks Count.y land, which sales helped them pay ofr mortgages. 

6. No one was squeezed out of his land if he showed any willingness to 
coope r ate. 
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Migration to 
Ju'liata & 
Perry CCUlties 

Second imni
gration to 
Pickering Creek 

Di d all the tenants not pay on their first Agreement? It can only 
be s peculated . Certainly there were responsible farmers and bus~saren 
in the community , notably Samuel Lightfoot - builder of the first grist 
mill in the township , sur veyor , field secretary for the laying out of 
the Mason/ Dixon Line, and devout Quake r ; Johannes La ubaugh , Geo~ &rery, 
J ames Packe r , Geo r ge Chrisman, all farmers of large acreages, and others . 
But apparently there were also determined firebrands who fanned the flarr:>s 
around the Interest issue, probably intensified by t he very real ~~mic 
c r unch after the war. But in 1762 , they were in good financial condition, 
and certainly not in extreme danger of losing their investments; on the 
contrary, they were offered a choice opportunity to acquire 1100 acres of 
highly saleable land. But after the war, ready cash was nearly non-existent 
and the market in loan investors had been dried up almost totally by the 
cost of the Revolution. By 1~, they were probably bargaining for time 
for the economy to stabilize, which it did by 1800. Actually, they had 
lost little by the sale of their lands, since they were allowed renegotia
tion and had paid "nothing to speak of" for t hem in the first place. 

There was, indeed , a gr oup of Germans who assigned their proper t ies 
to friends in order that they be free to move westward into the mount
ainous Cumberland Valleys of central Pennsylvania - t he Henches , the Rices 
and others; but this was by choice. They did not 'lose ' their lands. 'Ole}' 
either sold them outright, as Harley sold to Harmon Pennypacker, or as
signed them to trusted friends for sale because they wanted to pioneer, 
as Zachariah Rice assigned to Gabriel Schuler, his Montgomery County 
friend , and Johannes Hench assigned to neighbor, Phili p King. This ~ 
of Germans went largely to Juniata and Per r y counties , most often pre
ceded by a son and family , and made sturdy, excellent settlers in their 
newly chosen locations. Some realized nostalgically, the good land they 
had lef t , for, although following the hardwood trail that traditionally 
was thought to be good farm soil, they had not counted on the cold win
te r s of the higher elevations. 

Most of the residents paid for their land between 1791 and 1799 with 
a few, notable among them Samuel Lightfoot ' s grandson, Samuel , heirs 
of Thomas Lightfoot, and George Chrisman, who straggled through the I~ 
to 1813, a record almost paralleling the record in the Vincents. 

The r e was a second wave of immigration into the valley of the Pick
ering Cr eek, caused by the vacating German families who moved westward. 
It began wit h the Pannebeckers (Pennypacker ) when Harmon, John and Benjanin 
Pannebecker bought farms in 1792,'94, ' 96, taking title to some of t he ITVst 
fertile land along the creek near Yellow Springs. These were grandsons 
of Hendrick Pannebecker, a Hollander born in Germany , who came to Penn
sylvania in or prior to 1699. Marrying Eve Umstad in Germantown, 
moved to Skippack Creek in 1702 where Pannebecker was a farmer and sur
veyor. He laid out much of Philadelphia County for the Penns . 
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As full titles became a reality in Pikeland, the township experienced 
considerable turnover. All its land had been claimed by eighty- nine ten
ants, most of whom had been in the township for forty years or more. 
While it is true that many initial purchasers had come to the Vincents 
and Pikelands because t hey did not have money to buy land, often t he 
plight of the German immigrant, it is also true t hat many secon d and 
third generation sons of well- t o-do Welsh Quakers and Baptists from 
the Great Valley and southern Chester County claimed land here because 
it was such a bargain. After 1800 , many German sons ftom the east side 
of the Schuylkill River also moved in. 

But all alike, they regarded their plantations as their own, be
lieving that they or their sons would one day have legal right to ~ 
land. To indicate that there was a kind of sub-par ownershi p here un 
til 1800 is erroneous . The majority of homestea ds at 1800 were of log 
construction, typical of much of t he county , many we re chinked in 
mortared stone . The houses were of medium size, and plain - but tight 
and warmed by a large fireplace. German houses ha d a central chimney 
while English houses tended to have gable chimneys; however , the place
ment of chimneys merged toward the English as cultures mixed. Corner 
fireplaces were not uncommon . Logs were hand squared and heavy. Welsh 
and Irish houses and barns were more likely to be built in stone, ori
ginal portions small, but added to as the family required more space. 
By 1850 , most of the log houses had been replaced in stone, and the 
typically plain house had begun to take on some ornamentation. 

Thus , t he saga of Vincent's and Pikeland's first hundred years 
draws to a close . The checkered history of absentee ownership, lease
holds, ambition, greed and honest effort settles into the normal pat
tern of individual ownership within a traditional framework of town
ship, county and province. The four townships today re present some of 
the most choice lands of the county, experiencing a phenomenal growth 
pattern hard to comprehend. The following hundred and fifty years were 
fairly predictable in comparison to the years that lie ahead. What the 
early settlers would think if they were to return to the Schuylkill 
Valley in 1990 might surprise us . Pragmatists that they were, they would 
surely feel the energy moving afoot. Stalwart in their beliefs, they 
would mos t likely pick and choose their way, resist yet adapt to the 
inevitable. It is indicative of their natures to note how many first 
families are stil l rep resented in the names of the four munici palities , 
even to a few homesteads that are held in the same name and family of 
the original settler. The churches they started are sti l l in existence 
and growing. The varied nationalities and cultures blended into a par
ticularly independent, resilient and able people. 
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SECTION II 

fYlte flllealily 

1700 -1850 



CHAPTER III CHU RCHES 

Seven catechisms ministered to the spiri tual needs of settlers 
in the Vincents and Pikelands. Many immigrants came because of reli 
gious persecut ions applied by narrow interpretations of dogma. Auth
oritatively laid down by over-zealous followers of an already Pro
testant chu r ch, or by governmen t officia l s, dissenter s were executed, 
disenfranchised or exiled . In these townships, there was no Catholic 
congregation. There also was no Presbyterian congregation , pointing 
up the dearth of Scotsmen in the reg ion , al t hough maps will indicate 
"Dutch Presbyterian", a misleading term. Similarly, there was no Jew
ish Brotherhood. 

Host cong r egations started as settlers , affiliated with a meet
ing or synod at some distance , gathered in a convenient house until 
that group grew large enough to request official status of its own. 
Following the faith of their fathers, the represented chu rches in the 
subject townships were as follows: (dates are relative starting dates 
of cong regations , not dedication dates of buildings) 

1733 - Genron RefoInEd Coogregatioo of Vincent T<M1Ship 
1735 - Vincent Hennlite ~ting 

1737 - Vincent Baptist (h.u:ch 
1743 - Pikeland Lutheran Congregation beym:I. the Schuylkill (Zion's) 

1743 - BnMlback's RefoInEd Congregation (in Coventry 'IWsp. but very close) 
1758 - Pikeland Friends Meeting 

1770 - St . Peter's Refomed Congregation (UM!r St. Peter ' s) 
1771 - Evangelical Lutheran Church (Upper St . Peter's) 

1833 - St. Andrew ' s Episcopal (p:lssible earlier birth) 
1833 - St. Matthew's Refonred Olurch 

1833 - St. Matthew' s Lutheran Olurch 
1838 - St. Jcht's ~thodist Episcopal Olurch 

1842 - UM!r Pikeland Lutheran <hIrch (Middle St. Peter's) 
1848 - Spring City Methodist Episcopal Church 

1852 - St. Vincent Refonred Church 
1876 - Centennial Lutheran (hurch at Kinberton 

» More chan any l egal reference, these firsc eight churches prove the « 
eatent and early date of set tle.ent in the area. 

Churches before 1800 we r e usually log s tructures with a gamb r el 
roof, one or two entrances in the midd l e of the long side. with pews 
slightly raised from the cold floor, and with a galle r y (balcony) on 
three sides. Few made any provision for heat unt i l later ; Chr istian 
zeal expec t ed to warm the body with the soul . 
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Vincent ~ite 
Meeting 

9iiss Brethren 

ViIY:ent or ROO8des 
Heetingro..lse 

The Vincent Meeting of the Mennonite Church was the second Mennonite 
congregation to form on the western bank of the Schuylkill, the first 
being in Coventry Township. Vincent Meeting is dated a t 1735. the Coven
try Mennonite Meeting at 1730. Both meetings were an outgrowt h of the 
great migration of Swiss Brethren who had arrived in Philadelphia in 
several waves from 1698 to 1750. J.C.Wenger, Mennonite historian, says 
" the cradle of Mennonitism [ in Aulerica] is Germantown."S2. 

In 1683 , Francis Daniel Pastorius, a Pietist and lawyer from Frank
f urt. Germany , docked in Philadelphia , preceding a group of thirty-three 
Germans and Dutch from the region near Cr e£eld. Most l y weavers, many of 
whom were Quakers - or Mennonite-Quakers - they methodically laid out a 
village quickly known as Germantown. The settlement grew and prospered 
while agents Benjamin Furly in Holland and Jacob Telner in Germany or
ganized repeated emigrations to the New World. Not until 1107 did Breth
ren come from the Palatinate "who for a whole year kept to themselves."S3. 
Having lived through two centuries of per sec ution and exile , it wa s hard 
to shed the shells of self-preservation - t o realize that in Pennsylva
nia, they were free t o live "in their own way and manner. ,,84. As they 
perceived the fact of religious toleration, the port s ~f Holland bur
geoned with persons of all ages bound for Philadelphia. Some were spon 
sored by Dutch Mennonites in sn effort tn help; others t ook a year or 
mor e to work their way down the Rhine into Holland. spending their life's 
savings on passage, arriving penniless and often sickened by a rough 
voyage or disease -ridden ship, bringing their families, their hopes, 
their streng th, determination, and mos t of all, their conviction that 
the inner light of Jesus Christ dwells in each person rather than in 
a creed or doctr ine. 55. 

After the first waves filled the Germantown area, immigra tion spread 
into the Perkiomen valleys. Most of the Palatina te migration which ~
ed into Chester Coun ty trace t o the Swiss Brethren who fle d, or had ~ 
exiled, to the Rhenish valleys of the lower Rhine. Daniel Longenecker 
(~re), Jacob Steager, and John Rhoades were among the earliest names 
to request warrants in the Vincent lands (1717-1719), and it was on land 
offered by the Rhoades family that the Meetinghouse was eventually built. 
This early house was replaced in 1889 and the present building erected. 
It is now the office of Mayerson, Gerasimowicz & Munsing, attorneys. 
Vincent Mennonite Congregation is the only one of several*early Menno
nite congrega tions still functioning and growing . They were the f irst 
to institute English services in 1854, continuing in both languages 
until 1878 . In 1973 , a new church was buil t on West Seven Stars Road. 

82. Wenger, J.C. Histo!), of the ~ites of the F'ranoonia Conference, page 7. 
ID. Ibid. 1773 Letter to the fbllard ~ites 395. 
84. Ruth, John L. O\apter IV. 
85. Alt.hcJJgh every 1700, 1707 , 1709, 17 17, 1727, 

1732 ard 1740 brought the greatest rumers. *almg the SdJ.Jylkill 
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However, not al l German immigrants were followers of Menno Simon. 
The Lutheran Evangelicals and Lutheran Reforme ds also came in numbers. 
From Rev . Schmauck's Lu the ran Church in Pennsylvania, Rev. Char l es Oapp 
quotes: 

"These German people settled in this vicinity . . . south of Pottsto.m to 
lb:Ietixville and 12 miles soum..est to ..mat is fKlW called The Great 
Valley . .. before 1710. At this tUre, great nurbers of Germans were 
settling along the Peooaren Creek and its tributaries . [»:,ntgcxrery Co.] 
They penetrated norliMard along the eastern shore of the Schuylkill Riv-
er into Berks Comty and because of the fordable condition of this strean, 
a m.l!ber crossed the sare into Olester Comty and ~ to lands in this 
vicinity and along the French Creek s t i ll unoccupied . Here, in Chester 
County , these Getm3llS C<IIe in contact with other settlers caning fran the 
south and southwest ,such as SI.e::lish Lutherans , Scotch Presbyterians, Welsh 
Baptists, English Friends and II8Tilers of the Established Olurch of England. 
tbt being able to speak the English language, these settlers for the rrost 
part led a clannish existence, speaking their own German dialect, adhering 
to their old German custcms and in the absence of preachers at tines p:>s
sibly longing for divine selVices ... The new generatioo of children that was 
rising up in the forests without sch:Jol and church training, were sons of 
nature, and as might be expected, were relatively indifferent in religious 
matters. Many of tbe elders becane IOholly absorbed in the purchase of prop
erties, the erection of hanes , in planting and S<Ming and in raising large 
f;,milies of fran five to twenty in a worldly fashioo .... ,,86 . 

In 1725 , John Philip Boehm , a school t eacher , con ducted a Communion 
Service for German people at Faulkner's Swamp in New Hanover Township, 
Montgomery County (then Aliladelphia Cculty) . This is regar de d a s the begin
ning of the Reformed Church in America . 

No wonder that petitions were gathe r ed and sent to the mother
lands for support and most of all , for trained and dedicated minis -
ters to lead them. Most of the 18th century rural congregations were 
initially led by an older , devout but untrained believer . In their 
religious exhilaration, basic tenets of the faiths were sometimes 

First Re
fo_ 
selVice 

lhioo Owrch 

lost or exaggerated . In 1741, Henry Antes , Count Zinzendorf and othe r s 
met in Philadelphia to call for a Union Church with no intention of 
destroying any doctrinal individualities. They called for "the · Congre
ga t ion of God in the Spirit, " wherein denominational d ifferences might 
be retained while the Christian stood in connection with a higher unity.87 . 

Following this backd r op and Boehm ' s lead in Montgomery County, a 
group formed in Vincent Township sometime around 1733 which called it
self the Reformed Congregation of Vincent Towns h ip beyond the Sch uyl-

86. Dapp, Rev . O1arles . History of Zion ' s or Old Organ Q'lUrch, page 3. 
87. Fluck, J. Lewis. A History of the Reforne:i OIurch in ClIester Comty , page 17 . 
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Calvin & ~li 

Joint worship 

Arrival of 
Henry !£lchior 
M.tilenberg 

Vincent Refonred 
coogregation 
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kill , which indicates that settlement was coming from the other, or east
er;;-side of the Schuylkill River. On early maps, it is tit led a "Dutch 
Presbyterian Meeting", which was a colloquialism coined by English map
makers and courthouses who didn't know how to categorize the Reformeds. 
They were sometimes called German Calvinists. John Calvin was a French 
churchman who worked in the vicinity of Geneva, Switzerland , and Stras
bourg, Germany, and whose interpretations greatly influenced many later 
denominations, notably the Presbyterians. John Zwingli also preached a 
new catechism. Both men influenced the Reform Movement, but the Reform
ed Church in America leans more to Calvinism than to Zwingli-ism. 88. It 
was Zwingli who persecuted the Swiss Brethren harshly when , after fol
lowing him , they differed with some of his precepts, driving them into 
the neighboring Palatinate and down the Rhine . 

In 1733, a pastor named Schulz, a Lutheran working in the Perkiomen 
valleys, organized a parish made up of Philadelphia, Trappe (~~e), 
and New Hanover (Faulkner's~) &.ngregations under the name of "United 
Congregations of Pennsylvania." . Most surely, Vincent allied itself 
to this group, but , finding it difficult, in the winter particularly, 
to worship with them, they met in homes on the western side of the riv
er. These became the Vincent Reformed Congregation and the Pikeland Lu
therans. 

Organization was loose among the religious until 1742 when Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg arrived in Charleston, South Carolina, and worked 
his way to Philadelphia, preaching all the way . In 1743, the Vincent 
Reformed congregation and Muhlenberg's Pikeland congregation of Luth
erans built a log church on the borderline of Vincent and Pike l and 
townships on what was then Nutt ' s Road where it joined the Schuylkill 
Road to Reading. Both Muhlenberg's congregation and the Reformed con
gregation , under Rev. John Ph ilip Leydich, shared the building under 
individual ministries. In 1744, the Vincent Reformed congregation was 
fo rmally organized . A baptismal record, however, dates back to 1733. 

By 1748. Muhlenberg had organized out of religious chaos t he first 
Lutheran Synod ranging from Georgia to upper New York. He made Augustus 
Lutheran Churc h in Trappe his cente r and tried to reach as many groups 
as he could on a ci r cui t that covered from SO to 100 miles, necessarily 
preaching at great intervals to the outlying congregations. Using the 
Augsburg Confession of 1530, more paci fis t ic than Mart in Luther ' s , he 
became a most beloved teacher to his thirsty flock. Rev. Leydich, less 
politically active in church organization, was no less beloved by hi s 
parishioners. Both congregations drew members from the Coventrys as 
wel l as the Vincents and Pikelands . It is in these Lutheran church rec 
ords only, that the location is called Pikestown, referring to the ~ 
surrounding the Zion church. The name Zion wa s not official unt il 1775. 

88 . Alone ~rsation with Dr. John Shetler, Collegeville , historian . 
89. \<bodlald, C. Ray . History of St. Hatthew' s EvaJw:lical Lutheran O1urch, page 2. 



The Reverends Muhlenberg and Leydich shared their congregations 
until 17~ when the Rev. John Helfrich Schaum arrived to lighten the 
burden of Rev. Muhlenberg. The Rev . Leydich served the Reformed congre
gation from 1750 to 1783 , serving also Brownback's Reformed and the New 
Hanover Reformed church. He was sent to America by the Synod of South 
Holland. 

After, 1754, the two congregations grew so large that it was felt 
necessary to build separate buildings. The separation was effected in 
1758 when the Gennan Reformeds built their own log church a mile west 
of the joint log church. In 1812, they replaced their log church with 
a stone church, the congregation meeting in its schoolhouse until the 
new church was built. Rev. Fluck, a later minister at Brownback's Re
formed church , 90 . says the new building was constructed of native red, 
yellow and white free-s t one, was 45'x 35 ' , had 00 basetent, and had a high 
cei l ing. He continues: 

"There were three doors to enter the building - one at each gable end 
and one on the south side. UpJn entering the building , four blocks of 
pews becane ooticeable, one block in each comer . These were raised 
about three inches fran the floor . The backs of the pews were straight 
and anything but confortable. en the top of each pew was fastened a 
board, in::lining at an angle of about thirty degrees; this setved as 
a h)'!ll'l8l rea!ptacle . These blocks were so arranged as to leave a 
large vacant space; in the ceJ.ter of this space, imuadiately in front 
of the p.Upit stood a large box table, four feet square and three 
feet high. This was CClDlOlly temed the altar. The p..tlpit was in the 
shape of our II'Odern goblet. Imrediately above the p.llpit was a pro
jectioo of roof; this was krD.m. as the SOI.Diing board. The pilpit was 
only sufficiently large erough for one to occupy it at a tine. Thir
teen steps led fran the chara.l up into the p..alpit. At the end of the 
p..alpit steps , there was a pew with a ljttle door attached to it at 
each end; this was kncM:l as the "elders' pew" ••• The deaca\s, in gath
ering the alms, had a large black. rod with a black. velvet pJrse attach
ed, a EIIl8ll bell suspended fran the pJrse •. . krD.m. as a ''Klinglesock. .'' 
The cOOrch had a gallery on three sides, and ianEdiately on the gallery 
in !root of the pJlpit stood a large pipe organ .... '>90· 

There was no stove until 1834, when two "of large dimension" were bought. 
It is said that this build ing was then regarded as the most beautiful 
edi fice in this section of the coun try . The church was enlarged in 1860 
when 15 feet were added to the north end making it 30 feet long . A base
ment was added at th is time. 

Dissension began about 1828 over doctrinal points and continued to 
grow until, in 1848 , the two factions, termed locally The Wets and The 
Drys , met individually in the same building. In 1851, plans were made 
to build another separate church bu ilding. The cornerstone was laid 

90 . Fluck . Refol1!lld ChJrches in Olester Cowty, page 36. 
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in 1852. Scrretim::!s called Yeager ' s Church, as they were strong forces in its 
erec t ion, its official designation is St. Vincent Reformed church . The 
first St. Vincent Church, a photograph of which is in Fluck ' s book, was 
demolished in 1890. The Spring City Reformed Church was an offshoot of 
the old German Reforme d Congregation of Vincent, formed amicably and 
with the blessing of that parent church, in 1882. 

Havi.ng b.Jilt their crurch in 1758, the German Reformed congregation re
linquished rights to the Lutheran church building for £20 in 1762. Up to 
this time, se rvices had been hel d intermittently when a minister could 
be at hand. After 1762, the Lutheran congregation was joined with that 
of Providence (Trappe) and New Hanover t o form a parish, and services 
were held regularly at Pi kestown every four weeks. Af t er a three year 
pastor ate by Rev. Jacob VanBuskerk,91. the young Rev. John Ludwig Voigt 
arrived from Halle, Germany, in late 1765 t o do the Lord's work among 
Lutherans in America. Becoming a close friend to Rev. Muhlenberg , and 
wel l trained bo t h in t heology and in music, Voigt served the church 
well until his death in 1800. He! IoOJld have married Rev. Muhlenberg's daugh
ter , Eve Elizabeth, but "she not choosing hi m," he later married Anna 
Maria , widow of Conrad Soellner, a Pi kelander. 

The congregation continued to increase and a larger church was 
again needed. This roused the old controversy of location. Those on 
the south side of French Creek wanted it in t heir hills ; those on the 
north side wanted i t to remain where it was. Signatures stood at 32 
for the new site and 66 for the old. It was the role of the Ministerium 
to rule on the issue , which group deci ded in favor of t he old site. ~ 
r ecommended that when the new building was paid for, those who wished 
would be given permission to start a new church, the undivided congre
gation expected to pay for bot h buildings . Typical of the Pike landers 
a long Pickering Cr eek , the churc h d i r ec t ive was ignored for their own 
wishes as a new chur ch was built on the hill south of t he Yellow Spr~ 
in 1771 . Rev. Muhlenberg humorously reported: "The first Pikeland bee'1ive 
has swarmed and has begun a new beehive beyond the French Cree k . ,, 92. 
In 1774 , the cornerstone was laid by the old cong r egation fo r t heir re
building. Dedicated in 177S as Zion's Lutheran church, t he first use of 
t he name , it was said to be built on t he general plans of Augustus Lu
the r an at Trappe. 

Both the log church and the stone church at Zion's were standing 
duri ng the Revolu t ion, along with the log Vincent Reformed church only 
a short distance away. These made up the Revolutionary hospital on 
French Creek. Rev. Voigt , who had been liv ing at New Hanover, moved 

91. VanBuskerlt was of the Hackensack , N.J ., Io@ll-knoi.n fanily and the first native 
li..Ltheran preacher in AnErica . 

92. Millenberg . .Journals, and Zion's church records . 



to Pikesto .... n in 1776, to become pastor of both Zion's and St. Peter's 
churches. A parsonage was built atong Schuylkill Road in Vincent Town
ship .... here the church had SO acres "purchased" from John Hause. 93 . The 
parsonage was also part of the hospital complex for a time. 

During the war, Rev. Voigt was regarded by the army .... ith some 
suspicion, even charged as a Tory, because he refused to pray public
ly for the American Congress. Muhlenberg , a great patriot, lays the 
accusation to a spiteful Commissioner and surgeon whose winter quar
ters were not far away. 94. Voigt was an intense pietist , averse to 
all forms of strife , similar in his position toward war to that of a 
Friend . The acc usation was put before Chief-Surgeon Bodo Otto , h~lf 
a German Lutheran, who dismissed the charge and ordered that Voigt's 
house be cleared of all soldiers . After 1778, the churches were return
ed to t he congregations, pews were reinstalled and the churches lov
ingly restored. 

In 1790, David Tannenberg of Lititz, was engaged to build a six 
register pipe organ in the Lutheran church. Mr. Tannenberg was the 
best organ builder in the country , with orders from Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Albany, Lancaster and many othe r cities. The organ cost 
[ ISO and was dedicated in 1791. Tannenberg d ied in 18O!t . The organ was 
used in the 1775 church, and moved into its replacement church in 1861, 
I.bere it was used regularly until 1912. It is written into the church rec
ords that the Tannenberg organ shall be used one Sunday a year in con
nection with a service nearest October~. The tradition is still re
vered and the organ continues to be played once a year. Often, when 
Muhlenberg preached, Voigt, an accomplished musician, would play the 
organ. Since it was the first church to have a pipe organ in the re
gion, Zion ' s became known as the Old Organ church. 

This beautiful old stone church was discarded in 1860, a time 
when several churches were treated similarly. Still eminently use
fu l, it was to make way for another stone church. The latter still 
stands, built in 1861. A stone ma rker was inscribed and planted on 
the site of the first stone chu rch. The Spring City Evangelical Lu 
theran church was formed with the blessing of Old Zion's in 1872. 

The Pikeland St. Peter's Lutheran congregation had bolted from 
Zion ' s Lutheran just at th e beginning of Voigt ' s pastorship. A Reform
ed congregation south of the French Creek , had been meeting in various 
homes along Pickering Creek for at least ten years. They were frequent 
ly j oined by Lutheran neighbors, and now, in 1771, agreed to build co 
operatively a l og church on the hill near Yellow Springs overlooking 
Charlestown. The fi r st church stood between the two present churches 

93 . "purchased" was a lease option to buy , al indication of sale rights, not land. 
94. ~lenberg. Halle Rep?rts , pages 14HH411. 

A. Wayne Elliott , WTiting in the 1930s, says the probable oldest tcrrbstone 
in th1S area is 10 Pikeland Ce!r.etery over Susan fIrery's (spelled arorie) 
grave, dated 1691. 46. 
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more or less in the present cemetery. As was customary, the Evangelicals 
worshipped one Sunday and the Reformeds, the next. Worship was in the 
log building until 1811, when a stone building was erected a little ~th 
of the log church. Se parate services continued. This stone church burn
ed in 1835. The crurch was rebuilt in place and stands today, its steeple 
having been added in 1988 as a gift of the Phillips family. 

In 1836, the Evangelical Lutherans suffered a split in their congre
gation, and separate services we r e again instituted. When , in 1841, the 
Lutherans built a stone church higher on the hill (krown as Upper Pikeland 
church) both Lutheran services were accommodated until 1889. At this 
time, the dissenting group built a s t one church across the road. This 
division (known as the Middle Pike land church) stayed apart until 1918, 
when it burned. Taking the burning as a sign, the cong r egation reun i t ed 
with the Uppe r church and has so rema ined. The only surviving organiza
tion from the 1918 church is the wimodasi Society (WIves , M)thers, Il6.ughters 
and SIsters) wh ich is a ladies auxilliary to the needs of the church. The 
Evangelical Lutheran church of West Pike land is parent to St . Mat thew' s 
Lut heun (1833) , St . Paul's at Lionville (1839), St. John's in Phoenixville 
(1862), Central Lutheran - Phoenixville (1876) , and Centennial Luther an at 
Kimberton (1876). 

A group near bte 401 requested recognl-tlon in 1833, calling themselves 
the St. Matthew's congregations. Meetings had been held in Dolby ' s 
schoolhouse in Uwchlan and Heffelfinger's schoolhouse in West Vincent 
for a number of years before 1833. Again both Lutheran and Reformed ser 
vices were held in t he same building under the Rev . Jesse B. Knipe (Re
foored) and Pastor Jacob Wampole, shortly followed by Rev. Frederick 
Ruthrauf (Evangelical). The first stone church was built on land from 
Joshua Woodward in 1833. This building was to r n away in 1880, and a 
new one erected on the architectural plans of Christian K. Woodland. 
St . Paul's Reformed, Lionville , was built in 1885 in almost the same 
style and plan. After the congregation divided and the Lut herans built 
in that piece of Vincent sold to Uwchlan, t he two congregations ~ 
known as Upper and Lower St . Matthew's churches. On land purchased 
from Samue l Miller in 1879, the Lutheran one floor church was built on 
the style of a church in Moorestown, N.J. The German Reformed (~r 

St. Matthew-'s) churc h bought an acre of ground on Rt . 401 in 1885 on which 
they erected a parsonage in conjunction with St . Paul ' s , Lionville. 
The reader is direc ted to the exce l len t individual and detailed ac
counts of these several churches as have been prepared by each, and 
are recorded in the bi bl iography . 

Another early convic t ion was the Baptist denomination which many 
Welsh followed. The Baptist Church in the Great Valley was a st r ong 
congregation, but as se ttlemen t moved ever deeper into the northern 
Chester County hills , r eques t s came to hold meetings at a place clos
er to their homes. Formed by Uwchlan, Vincent and Pike land families , 
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a request was presented for permission to form a congregation along 
a branch of the Pickering Creek not far above Yellow Springs in Vin
cent Township. Permission was granted in 1737, although A. Wayne El
liott, a widely known Chester County church historian of the 1930s, 
lays the organization date at 1720. Vincent Baptist was made a full 
church in 1771. The 1741 Lightfoot Survey notes the "Baptist Meeting 
House" in this spot. the only meetinghouse noted at that early date. 95 . 
Rev. William Davis was the first minister, followed in 1747 by Rev. Owen 
Thomas . Thomas t lease to the West Jersey Society of February 16 , 1758 
is one of the few preserved in the West New Jersey Society papers. %. 
Thomas served until his death in 1760 , and is buried in the adjacent graveyard. 

This church has sent out many missionaries and has a strong 
history of service to the community . The Phili ps family of Uwchlan 
was a motivating fo rce from 1750 forward . They provided a ministe r in 
a son , Davi d Philips , who went t o weste rn Pennsylvania where he found
ed Peter ' s Creek Ba ptist church in Washington County. Nearer home, 
the Vincent Ba ptists parented Wi ndsor Bapt is t in Upper Uwch l an inlS33 
wi t h the help of Rev. J osiah Philips of t he same family. Still later, 
unde r the short charge of Rev . George Sleeper (1859-1866 when he died). 
seventy - three were added to the roll, the parsonage built, and Bir
chrunville Meetinghouse erected . Many revival baptisms have been held 
along the creek where a platform was constructed for immersion . The 
old double row of carriage sheds stood on the north side of the road 
until it was moved to the south side and rebuilt . Thirty-cwo stalls 
were provided, each with three iron rings mortared into stone walls 
and one single ring on the outside (for the transient?) They were dis
mantled in 19S7-8 for lack of the cost of roof repairs. 

There was a small but fervent group of English and Irish Quak
ers living in the area from ea r ly sett l ement. They requested per
mission to organize a Preparatory Meeting from the Goshen Monthly 
Meeting th r ough the closer Uwc hl an Meeting . They were established 
on August. 14, 1758 , with eleven families . Choosing two acres on the 
ro ad from "Chrisman's Tavern to the Yellow Springs, " t hey built a 
simp l e stone one floor house. He r e they worshipped in quiet contem
pl ation until 1770 when thei r numbe r s dwi ndled to so few that. it was 
decided to close the Meeti ng and r eturn its communicants to the 
Uwchta n Mee t ing. Pike land Meeting Ho use was located sou th of the 
present jointure of bte 113 and Ha re ' s Hill road . It burned in 1802 
and wa s immed iately rebuilt on the same site , se r ving the Fr iends 
until ISIS , when Emmor Kimber. himself a Friend, offered a piece of 
his property nex t t o his Boa r ding School for Girls. Two reasons 
prompted t.he move: the congregat ion had weakened by deaths, departures 
and disinterest , and neede d a rejuvenating ac t ivity, and KiDber realized an 

95 . 

%. 

The Gennan Vincent ~tion was IIJZeting with Zion ' s; therefore in Pikelald 
rather than Vincent ToWnsfiip. Lillht.foot ' s ~ is of Vincent. 
West New Jersey Society Papers , Microfilm T.S . 12/59. 

48. 

First ministers 

Windsor Baptist 
(Up .u.dllan) 

& 
Bi rctumvi lle 
~tinghouse 

Pikeland 
Friends' 
Preparatory 
~ting 



l 

Centennial 
wtheran Olurcll 
Kiaberton 

St . Andrew ' s 
Episcopal <h1rdl -
west Vincent 

advantage to his school in having the Meeting situated in close proxi
mity to it. The unused Meetinghouse and carriage sheds, with their 
burial ground , stood on the hillside site until sometime after 1867. 
From 1819 until 1870, meetings we r e held in Kimber's church beside the 
Boarding School. 

After Kimber died in 1850, the Meeting again weakened and in 1869, 
the Trustees decided to sell the building and lot. The earliest deeds 
relate that permission to sell had to be secured from the Commonwealth 
by an act of Legislature . This was carried out in 1870, t he Trustees of 
Kimberton Friends Meeting - Morris Fussell, M.D., Joshua Pierce West, 
both of West Vincent, and George L. Maris of West Chester, sold the 
building and lot to a group of five purchasers for $640. These five 
were Samuel Bartlett (8c.rtolet) , farmer and miller; Ann O. Maris, wife 
of Norris Maris; John Reese, of Phoenixville and owne r of land in Kim
berton; Albert King, farmer of East Pikeland , an d Eli Huzzard, propri
etor of the Kimberton Hotel. At least two of t hese were Fr ien ds. In 
1874, the building and lot was conveyed to "The Minister, Trustees, El
ders and Deacons of the German Lutheran Congregation Worshipping at the 
Church called St. Peters in Pikeland Township," and they, i n turn , to the 
Centennial Lutheran Church -at Kimberton . 97 . In 1879 , Martha Kimbe r, of 
Philadelphia, conveyed the cemetery where her father and family arc bur
ied , to the Centennial Lutherans with provisions that they would main
tain and preserve t he i den t i t y of the several gr aves therein. 

St . Andrews Episcopal Church at Ludwig's Corner, gives 1833 as the 
date of Rev. Levi Bull's consecration of a new church for that area. 
There is some evidence , however, in an o ld deed that a church and 
school existed behind the present location as early as 17~, but had 
closed during the Revolutionary War . The nearest Episcopal churches 
were St . Peter's Episco pal in the Great Valley (1744) and St. Mary ' s, 
Warwick. (1806). When the families gathered, with the encouragement 
of Rev. Bull of St. Mary ' s church, some wanted a Union Church in Iobich 
Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians and Baptists could unite, but 
a stronger group and Dr. Bull were in favor of the Protestant Episco 
pal Church, and plans were l a id accor d ingly. With fourteen families, 
the St . Andrew ' s church was consecra t ed on December 14, [833, the Rev. 
Cyrus H. Jacobs, r ector . 

The little church grew wi th a congregation t hat ebbed and flowed. 
A rec t ory was built on the sout heast side of 401 and [00 , which house 
has recently been demolished. In 1853 , St . Andrew ' s was united with St. 
Mary's, Warwick , and St. Mark's, West Nantmeal, to form a char ge se rv
ed by one pas t or . These three chu r ches, plus St. Thomas' in Morgan~, 
are credited to Dr. Bull , a well -known theologian of the period. Bull 
was the son of ironmaster and Revolutionary Colonel Thomas Bull who 
lived near warwick Village. Dr . Bull was offered the Bishopric of 

97. i'tlterial supplied by Clyde Scheib frau mlnlSCriptS in the Centemial Lutheran files. 
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Pennsylvania but refused, feeling he could best serve ~is congregations 
in a lesser role . He served all ~is life wit~out pay, having a goodly 
estate in lands from ~is fat~er. 

St. Andrew ' s was closed during the Civil War, but reopened by Rev. 
William R. Stockton of St. Peter's, Phoenixville , in 1867, with St . Mary's 
and St . Mark's. Again it closed in 1888, remaining c losed until 1950, 
when Dr. Crosswell McBee, retired Rector of Old St. David's, Radnor, 
became interested in the attempts of a group of young people to reopen 
and restore the church . Justice Owen J . Roberts, Associate Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court and a resident of West Vincent Town
ship, delivered , in his capacity as a Lay Reader in the Episcopal 
Chu r ch, the first sermon. The floors, the pews, the window- glass and 
the oil lamps are original to 1833. A unique feature is the slanting floor, 
and the "Caribbean Tray" oak ceiling. Additions have been made in 1953 
and 1966. 

A short-lived Methodist congregation, called St. John's Methodist 
Epis copal Church of West Pikeland, was gathered in 1838 on Route 401 
south of RD.Ite 113. Since the congregation was weak and lacked funds, 
rhe Methodist Episcopal Conference , held at Harrisburg in 1867, auth
orized sale of the property. It was sold in 1868 to the Keystone Cornet 
band of West Pikeland . The band was incorporated in 1881, but sold the 
building in 1884. It has since been a private dwelling . A small grave
yard remains. This, and a Methodist church in what later became Spring 
City, were probably aroused by the Phoenixville Methodist group whi ch 
started in 1826 and the Bethel Methodist Episcopal church. The Spring 
City church (then East Vincent tcMlship) began in 1848 when a Union Church 
group met in the upper room of the old Lyceum building. James Rogers 
had built the Lyceum in 1842 with dwelling space on the first floor 
and a public hall on the second , where the Union group had held Sun
day Schools, both publ ic and private, fostering the first religious 
services in the village. The building still stands as Nos. 3 and 5 
North Main Street. In 1848, Rogers, Jesse Finkbiner, Amos Gearhart, 
and o thers, built the Union Meetinghouse on the si te now occupied by 
the Methodist Episcopal church. "As yet. no denomination was strong 
enough in Springville to band themselves together ... A good fraternal 
feelin,ll; existed among the people which prompted this "Union" enter
prise."98. During this time,the Me t hodists took the initiative when 
a David we l ls of the Bethel Methodist Church brought a young junior 
preacher (26 years old) to the Union Meetinghouse one Sunday afternoon 
Rev . Peter J. Cox. This was the first sermon preached in Springville, 
and culminated in purchase of the Union Meeting House in 1855 by the 
Methodist Episcopal Confe rence . 

Rev. Schmauck was co rrect that many settlers, caught in the hard 
necessities of life, raised a gene ration without religion or educa
tion . But there is always this element in society, and people react 

98. Springville-5pring City, Centennial 1967 book. ''Oulrches''. 
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to the same given situation in ways peculiar to the individual st~th 
or weakness of that Soul. It is a credit to the inner call and to the 
background of the peoples who settled Pennsylvania that they desired a 
thoughtful approach to man'S r elation to an omnipotent Being. In Penn 
sylvania, part icularly, the mass were not ' rote' Christians. 

If today, we could regain the desire to reach heavenward for solu
tions to our problems , we would be a stronger nation . The 20th century 
has been encou rage d to look for panaceas of comfort and security, and 
to believe that there is a governmental solution to every problem when , 
in fact, it is the individual who must find the cure. The early settlers 
faced the basics of life in a very real way whi ch brought them repeatedly to 
their knees, and confronted them con t inually with the only true solace -
a 'close personal r elationship with a loving , 'though sometimes stern Lord. 
The tremendous accomplishments of those first one hundred and fifty years 
that tamed a wi lderness were brought about through a symbiosi s of relig
ious desire, a work ethic, and an ind ividual's res ponsibility for his or 
her own ac t ions. Churc hes played a st r ong par t in t he fo rmation of t he 
society . The country parish, in particular, was the cor e of all inter
societal communication , and held a standard of conduc t plainly visible. 
As those standards have frayed in the storms of con temporary "modern" 
thought, and been eroded by the wash of ' libera l ity', ou r genera t ions 
have increaSingly suffered a rootless indirection. The t hought of Cen
eral WaShington praying at Valley Fo r ge in 1777 inspired the following: 
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cn:e Ragged 1m, look <kM1 be\.aw' 
l1li here 'oC stand on gnud )'OJ kn.w 
And doubt ~ fear ~ figllt and grope -
Tell us, we pray: Iohere lies OoIf rope? 
\hence C':CIIeS the .trength Wt te:t )'OJ free? 
W>ere ~ the light )'01.1 died to see? 

And..t.en , 0 lII'lCient heroes,-.hen 
Shall peace rejoice the heatU of aen? 
A thousand an::ws !wNe capped these hil ls 
larg hel.l.cM!d by )08" steadfllllt wills, 
And still ...e liw in suife ...:I war -
II this alI" r.te foreveI'lll)re? 

!).leU ~t in fears, our tnUlled soens, 
lb r.o~ of tearS ; ...e knew thea <n::e 
Till our great G\Jardial fn:m abaue 
Flq wide the II'DIltle of His ~ 
And to this lanI His shelter g;r.oe -
H.we faith in Him ~ o"orld to saYe! 

For hartr. )'01.1lI0II !tis ti.aoeletlS way: 
We breathed this air b.Lt yesterday, 
And yoo. ..no liw today for good 
9lall kr(w tcmlrr(W' s brotherhood. 
Earth ' s little bowtiea pus 5Ii1!j -

In Christi-. life 'tis JUSt 8 day. 

fUt in that day )'('olr IlQUls are born 
\lien in )08" love ~ IIB\ yoo. scorn; 
\h>n rot in lIPId your riches deem 
Nor trumling seek the c-ro,d ' s eat_, 
But tIU8tin8 all to conscience' creed 
'tOol live a faith all 1IUI1IlI)' heed. 

So . like our leader, tumly pray 
For aelfleu strength .-.d al!rey', way, 
For radialt heart and patient mind , 
For open Ivni to all 1MIlkind, 
For low of troth that leads r..Itil 
Al11lUl are one in God', (WI will. 

[A Vision of Valley Forge] 
[WillUm L. CregerS, Jr.] 

{ 1948] 



CI:IAPTB R IV BDO CATIO N & SC HOO LS 

It has been noted by Rev. Schmauck in the chapter on churches 
that children of the immigrant settle r s were "growing up without 
schools and church t r aining ." This was a conce r n to parent, durch 
and government. William Penn had noted the necessity from the earl
iest thoughts on his new colony. The first schoolmaste r, Enoch 
Flower, was appointed by Council in Ph iladelph ia on October 10 , 1683. 
But this was a long way from t he ou t lying townships. In the Quaker 
provinces , which technically, although not actual l y , would be all 
of Pennsylvania, a ll children were given an education f r om an early 
date regard less of ability to pay . In 1778 , the Friends Yearly Meet
ing required t ha t the Month l y Meetings provi de "a suitable house 
and stable for the encouragemen t of ser.ur ing a teac her of staid 
character and proper Quali hcations. " 99. They fu r ther r ecommended 
a fund be created t o schoo l poor children. Some early tax lists ac
count for these children at the en d of towns hip assessments when tax 
funds were used for this purpose, and in 1809 , an Act was passed r e
qu i r ing assessors to tabulate those ch ildren pa id for by the munici
pality. Girls, as well as boys, were given basic education. 

In a similar action to the Quakers, the iron furnaces provided 
teaching on t hei r plantations to all who desired it , usua lly making 
the furnace clerk avai l able , only sometimes employing a professional 
teacher. But in the Vincents and Pikelands , neither Friends nor fUr
naces were numerous, and la nguage was also a barrier magnified by 
the gr ea t numbe r s of Ge rmans who had imm igrated. 

In the ear l y yea r s of Pennsy lvania , in contrast to many othe r 
colonies, t here was a st r ong core of literacy , large l y frOm its Q.lak
er origins . Undeniably, the influx of Palatinate immi grant s threat
ened to over-balance th e Quaker e lement, but the desire for educa
tion was felt among all groups. Penn ' s co l ony att r acted th e skilled 
tr ades and professionals who had at l east rUdimentary education. This 
was true of the German immigrant as well, a l t hough he had th e add i t ional 
hand ica p of langua ge . Penn's pl an provided fo r an unsegregated dissem
i na tion of the three R' s , even to Blacks an d Ind ians where possible. 

Inte llectuals gravita t ed toward the cente r s of popula tion , bu t rot 
all of them . By the time of th e Revolution, there were pr i vate libraries 
in t he homes of farme r s and coun try folk as noted in journals of the 
day. Nevertheless, many i lliterate voices were heard throughout the 
Commonwealth , and education was not available ac r oss the state as 
migrations pioneered farthe r west. The sout heaste rn townships, heav
ily Quake r i nf l uence d, were much ahead of othe r regions . 

99. f\JtOOy & Cope. History" of Olester Cculty , Jl<I8e 302 . 
52 . 
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'The prob lem of literacy was viewed from many angles. An interest
ing letter, the original of wh ich is he ld at the British Museum, Lon
don ,I00·sketches a much deeper, more political motive fo r educat ing 
the children of frontier settlements, particularly those of German 
tongue. Written in 1761 by Samuel Chandler, as both friend and agen t, 
to the Duke of Newcastle, it is followed by a report of the "free 
schools of Pennsilvania." The complete text and report is printed in 
the appendix of this history. Samuel Chandler's identity is not c lear. 
He seems to be an American, the Duke, an Englishman . Chandler refers 
t o " the Society , " which is probably the Society of Friends, but refer
ences indicate a larger plan undersco red by approval, even financial 
support, from King George II and III for a specific program of education 
in Pennsylvania ... this even though the colony belonged to Penn. It is 
an important report, not only because it lists Vincent Township with 
4Schildren, "all German", but also records payment to Lutheran and 
"Calvinist" (GenMn Refoured) ministers as well as to schoolmasters. 
The document indicates an organized endeavor to educate the frontier 
immigrant children as a precaut ion against their being manipulated 
and infiltrated by "the Enemy", probably meaning the French. 

Almost every congregation ex pected that its log building would 
do double duty as church and school. The Vincent German Reformed cong
regation is said to have met " in their log school house" while they 
built the first s t one church in 1812. This !:lay or may not indicate that 
they had a separate building for the school. All of these school s ~re 
in some way pay schools either by direct contribution or through church 
or charity allotment. 

There were academies, called classical schools, dating as early 
as 1739 in Chester County, but almost all were in the lower part of the 
coun ty where Quaker influence was s trong. The nearest were in Downing
town or West Chester until Emmor Kimber opened the French Creek Board
ing School for Girls in 1817 in Pike land Township. Many were short-lived. 
Not until after 1845 di d c l assical schools begin to proliferate in the 
northern townships: 1847 - F'1:ee!ralt Academy (East Nancneal) ; 1848 -\i::Maro Aca&:my 
(Prof. M:;:Clwe, }i:Jney Brook); 1852 - Ridge Road Academy (East Vincent); lass - eskdale 
Seminary for Boys (PughtlMi); 1856 - Ivy Institute for Girls (Jesse Hawley, l'ughtlMi); 
1867 - Edgefield Institute (Prof.Fetters, Upper tMchlan); 1868 - Springville Academy 
for Boys and Girls (Spring City). 

In 1834, the Pennsylvania Legislature passed the Free School Act 
which made free ed ucation mandatory for every child , the costs to be 
paid by tax revenues. It was resisted in Chester County and other 
counties where private schools were strong and well established. The 
Act, however, was intended to provide basic education more evenly 
over the state, and many patient years were spent to organize and 
rub out the initial negative feelings. 

100. Copy in vault, Olester Cc:ulty Historical Society. 



The first church schoolhouses were one roo~ log buildings or a 
room in a house . One-by-one, the townships built stone schoolhouses, 
the early ones often eight-s i ded. Gradually, the shape and size fa~
iliar t o us appeared, school boards were created, teachers sen t to 
county appointed seminars, and county supervision was accepted. 

Schoolmasters frequently moved from one school to anothe r and 
were usually men. Teachers' pay was typically 21C to 31C per day per 
child with lodging and wood for the school provided . Parents of ten 
paid, in the pre-1834 years, in produce or textiles. Schoolma s ter s 
were frequently young and, until women began to tea ch, rarely mar
ried, except in t he case of ministers. A very incomplete list of 
schoolteachers in the area is given in the appendix , gleaned from 
miscellaneous sources when searching for the location of French ~ 
School , the origin of the lovely frontispiece work by Abraham Knerr. 
This school may have been t he same as Chri stman ' s, for that is the 
nearest school of any to French Creek, and it was adjacent to the 
Knerr farms. I f so, the teacher was probably John Meredith, who later 
taught at Pugh town academies. However, it must be pointed out, that 
the French Creek Boarding School at Kimberton was sometioes called 
French Cr eek School, and, while organized for girls, d i d at one point, 
~ in boys on a day basis. Whichever school Abraham Knerr attended, 
he was being taught very precise mensu r ation to prepare him for a 
trade or further s tudie s , as well as artistic penmanship. 10 1. 

The name William Brown appeared as schoolmaster consistently 
from 1817 to 1833. In 1822 , he may have held an independent school of 
his own, for an advertisement said he had "children from Vincent , 
Coventry and Pikeland." In 1834, Ezra Firth pa id tuition for hi s 
wife, Mary Ann Firth, at the school neares t to Vincent Baptist Chlrch. 

Emmor Kimber's arrival in 1817 in the unnamed village at the 
Sign of the Bear tavern became as well known in education fields 
as the Yellow Springs was as a resort. Acquiring the old Chrisman 
crossroads and farm of 265 acres, Kimber proceeded to en l arge the 
1787 farmhouse into an 8Q'x33' structure with 24 roans . In May, 1818, he 
held the first semester of the French Creek Seminary for Females, 
more often called French Creek Boarding School. Kimber had taught 
at Westtown Boarding School and was a deeply activated ~·riend. who 
had "the happy faculty of governing without any visible exertion 
of authority, merely by the influence of respect and affection."I02. 

The school thri'Rd for thirty years, drawing a "cordial response" from 
Philadelphia, West Cheste r, the Phoenixville and s.urrounding area, 
and even from the far South and the West Indies as its reputation 
grew . It normally had fro~ )() to 50 students. The cour se of study was 

101. CXlIS holds three of Knerr's worldxxlks dated 1823, 1824 and 1827. 
102. Daily Rep.illican, Gilkyson, fbJebe H. ''OJr Yesterdays", letter of J.J.Lewi.s 

retold. 
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O\arles Burleigh 

classical but innovative, and there was "no penal code of rules in 
force." 103. The Golden Rule governed behaviour . Tuition las $10 per 
semester. School was hel d t hroughout the year except duri ng August. 

A big, yellow stagecoach sto ppe d at th e school on its semi-weekly 
tri ps from Philadelphia to the fashionable resort of Yellow Springs, 
bringing mail and visitors . Huge drays, pulled by six mules , often 
passed the school to bring iron are to the Phoenix Iron WorkS from 
mines in the Pickering Valley. Mrs. Gilkyson, granddaughter of a 
student, has written so delightfully of this school that the reader 
is referred to her series of three articles fo r insight into the 
cheerful and happy school days provided there. 

" Innovative ed ucator though he may have been, EJlUQor Kimber was 
mo r e than simply a Quaker schoolmaster. He was an energetic entre
preneur and the founding father of the village t hat would assume his 
name . InitiallY, he owned and operated the Chrisman Mill, the inn , 
a shoemaker's shop, a tailor ' s shop , and a blacksmi t h shop (the latter 
three rented to ''trel without fanilies, and good Io1OrlaTel" ) • •• In addition, he man
aged his own farm and limestone quarry and kiln, was postmaster, and 
main t ained a pa r tnershi p in a Philadelphia bookstore . He authored 
several books and dabbled in inventions, obtaining a patent for an 
improvement oC locomotive engines." 1~. 

Mrs. Gilkyson says Emmor Kimber had four grea t interests: his six 
children, the boarding school, the farm, and the Abolition cause, but 
that hiB ardor for Abolition came first. Living in a time that called 
Corth an intense zeal in some gent l e members of the Society of Friends, 
Kimbe r made his home and school a major stop on the heavily-t r affic ked 
Underground Railroad through Ches t er County. Ki mber risked the re pu
tation of his school as well as his income to hide, house and clothe 
those Negroes sent his wayan their path to freedom . In this, he jo~ 
the Lewises, the Fussells, the Harises, and Elijah Pennypacker, as well 
as others in the area whose names have not been recor ded in the history 
of that hidden c hain that broke the bonds of slavery_ There is a sub 
cellar still accessible underneath the obvious cellar said to have 
been one hiding place. A second floor room accessible only to those 
who knew its secret was said to be another. Unfo r tunately, this room 
was destroyed when parts of the building were razed. Stories of cots, 
blankets and half-burned candles left in this room flut t er on gossamer 
thteads through t he gene r ations. 

Mrs. Gi l kyson relates that Gertrude Kimber , youngest daughte r of 
Emmor Kimber , young and gay , fell in love with a romantic but impecu
ious young Abolitionist lecturer named Charles Burleigh, who wore his 
hair long and walked Cram Philadelphia to Phoenixville to lectur e ~~_ 
Friend Kimber didn't fancy the life of a wandering preacher for his belov
ed child and sent him away . whereupon Gertrude went on a hunger strike 

103 . Ibid 1~. Webster , Richard. National Register , Kinbetton Historic Dis-
trict. French & Picker ing Creeks Cooservation Trust files. 
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Rota: April 18. 1937 

Ftex:h CrcI!k Boarding SchxJl for Girls 
Crurtesy: 'Ib:mJs B. S:Jyder 

Rota: c . l900- l920 
Ftex:h Creek Board.iog SchxJl for Girls 
Crurtesy' Fnores (Griffilh) """"'= 



PUBLIC OR FREE SCHOOLS 

EAST VINCENT 

BERTOLET'S - BERTOLET SCHOOL RD. 

CHRISTMAN'S - HOFFECKER RD. 

HICKORY CROVE - HICKORY CROVE RD. 

KOLB'S - KOLB RD. 

LATSHAW ' S - SPRINC CITY RD. 

LOCUST CROVE - W.BRIDGE ST. EXT. 

SALEM - RT. 724 m. SPRING CITY 

STONEY RUN (Rt[W)S) - NEAR 724 

WEST VINCENT 

CHESTNUT CROVE - ST.MATTHEWS RD . 

HEFFELFINGER'S - CREEN LANE/BIRCHRUN RD . 

HIGHLAND - GREEN LANE (HAYBE SAKE) 

MT. PLEASANT - (Hay ha\>e beal East Vi.nceIt) 

ST . ANDREWS - RI. 100 @ LUDWIGS COR. 

ST. MATTHEWS - Rr.4D\ BY LOWER CHURCH 

VINCENT - !<R . VINCENT BAPTIST CHURCH 

EAST P IKE LAND 

EMERY ' S - WESTERN ROAD 

HARTMAN'S - E.EDCE-KIMBERTON 

STONEY RUN - SPRING HOLLOW 

WALTER ' S - RIDGE RD.nr. 724 

WESt PlKELAND 

FRANKLIN HALL - ANSELMA 

MT. AIRY LOWER PINE CREEK nr . 

MT. VERNON - STREET RD. 

PIKELAND SEMINARY - ART SCHOOL 

[School names changed with 
school directors somerimes, 
and schools were opened & 
closed 8S need dictated.] 

N.B.-+rt.Pleasant may have later beal 
kncM'I 8S l'hilsm's on ~r Rd. 



and spent the night on the steps of the meetinghouse, weeping bitter
l y. Too much for her father, he sent for Burleigh, and, to the delight 
of 40 fascinated schoolgirls, the two were married. The match turned 
out well. Burleigh never grew rich but the pa ir traveled widely, and 
were important i n the Abolition cause . lOS. 

Afte r Kimber died in 1850, the school was officially closed, al~ 
it reopened abou t I~ as the Kimberton Academy,run by Rev. V~ until 
after 1873. Today its bam and t\«l-thirds of the school I::W.lding have been delrDlished 
in the wake of the development called Valley Dell about 1940. The Snyder 
family, who owned the buildings before development, still hold the old 
school bell which was brought to this country from England by the Kim
bers. It is dat ed 1638, and carries a latin inscription that ha s not 
been satisfactorily translated. For its time, French Creek "Female 
Seminary" was a shin ing beacon in happy education. 

Although after the time frame of this history, there is one other 
school of importance that should be mentioned - the Soldiers' Orphans 
School conducted by the state in the old resort buildings of Yellow Soldiers' 
Springs. By the time of the Civil War, many years of growth , pros per-

_&hool ity and gaie ty had been known, which were followed by decline through ~ 
the 18508 as war clouds gathered. indeed, the golden years of Yellow ;t. ster 
Springs as a resort had been greatly supported by the South . When that pnngs 
patronage was withdrawn , Yellow Springs felt the loss heav ily . The out-
break of war - and such a heart-rending one as civi l war - had turned 
affluence into agony, and at its conclusion, left a nation anxious to 
bind up its wounds and st retch out a helping hand wherever it could. 
One such place was to the children made orphans by the death of their 
soldier fathe rs. 

Pennsylvania Governor Andrew G. Curtin had promised departing sol
diers that he would take care of their families . But it took a legis
lative battle, and so, in the meantime, several schools, either pri
vatel y funded or church sponsored, took in soldier orphans . In 1866, 
the legis l at ure created a Department for Soldiers' orphans and made 
the Soldier s ' and Sailors ' Orphans Schools possible. Chester Springs 
(Yellow Springs) was opened in April of 1868. The property was r oughly 
as known today except that the hospital building was still standing. 

Entrance wa s set at first grade, age 6, although some sc hools had 
kindergartens, and scholars were to leave at age 16. Graduates were 
hence called Sixteeners. The George Washington Building was the boys 
dormitory, kitchen and dining rOOm. The Lincoln Building, then called 
"The Cottage". was the gi rls dormitory and classrooms. The state a11ot
ed $100 per year for each scholar . Entrance requirements were three 
fold: (I) Father must have been a soldier or sailor; (2) Fa the r must 
be dead or disabled from war injuries; (3) the family must be desti
tute. Requirements seemed simple enough, but anyone dealing with ap
plications knows how d ifficu lt it can be to interpret degree in such 
matters. The school operated unt i l 1912 after most of the others had 
been closed . 

lOS . Gilkyson. Ibid . 56. 

I , 
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A school can only be judged by the kind of men and women it turns 
out. From this standpoint, there can be no question that the S.O.S . 
schools did a fine work . Loyalty, honesty , thrift, work habits, love 
of family, school and coun try wer e instilled in the majority of the ir 
graduates , although the occasional misfit came back to burn a build
ing or two in after years. The Yellow Springs Soldiers ' Orphans School 
was the focus of many local festivities sponsored by patriotic organ
izations and church groups in the area , and the children who otherwise 
would have lived a miserable young life, were warm, comfor table and 
loved by their remaining families, by friends and teachers alike . 

Recollections of I<.irrrer ' s School as related through letters 
\-kLitaker ~ to her grandchildren. 

"1 rettelber our cherrying expeditions, and long walks to gather fl.cM'!rs 
ard ferns, especially on the day w. c["(M1E!d our Hay Q.Jeen. we li~ c0n

stantly close to nature and enjoyed its freedrnt , altOOugh a wise disci
pline I(3S cc:rrblned with our liberty. We might wanck!r I.here we please , 
but not out of the nusical sound of the old bell that had been brought 
fran a Spanish convent." 

''O;x:e after an exploring team fauld plenty of apples going to IoT3S te in 
a bam loft, SCITI:! daring JX.IPils rigged up a dunny fran pillows ard a 
coat, with apples in its lap, an inscription reading ''Friend Kirrbcr , 
is it right or not , To let good apples lie and rot?" 

A letter written to Graceanna Lewis, roted botanist and classmate, 
in Later years : '"Ihose happy days seen like a d~ ... lt::Jw we used 
to clinb the apple trees to study our lessons , or stretch out on the 
IlOSS under the evergreen trees! How we waded in the creek after pears 
that had fallen in the night, and how we bathed, dived and learned to 
&wim in the 1008 pool do.m. at the Run! .•• Every influence there was 
for the good." 

Friend Kirrber as well as his gnall IAIPils with their ringlets and 
pantalettC!s would haw stared in CIl"IaZ6I"ent at present-day Kin'berton 
Farms School, with its music and dramatics and fine equipment. In 
spirit the schools have imp:lrtant things in ccmron. 



Can you name thea? c. 1890 Lynford & Polly Beaver 
Front Row, 4 & 5 fro ri,9tt. 





C H.APTER V ROA DS, IN NS & TAVEIlNS 

To locate early inns and taverns, an understanding of major 
roads and what they connected is essential. At the end of the 18th 
century, the chief artery on the west side of the Schuylkill River 
was present Route 23 whi ch bears westward a mile north of French 
Creek. Present Route 724 is the north con t inuation of 23 after 23 
bears westward. Known as the Schuylkill Road, it follows, more or 
less the direction of the river to Douglassville and Birdsboro. 
These two roads traverse East Pike land and East Vincent townships. 

Route 23 wa s bu il t by Coventry ironmaster, Samue l Nutt, to tranS
port iron to Hoore ' s Landing at the mouth of Pickering Cr eek , where 
it could be rafted t o Philadelphia, or could connec t with other ~ 
into the city and ou t lying villages. Nutt had several choices for 
eastern delivery. He could send his iron no rth over the Cheatnut 
Hills to Potts 'Landing on the Schuylkill, the nearest landing , but 
a hard pull for his teams when loaded with heavy iron. It was easier 
to send it by team roughly along French Cr eek, a gene ral ly ~ill 
t r ail, to the river at Hoore ' s , and later a shorter d istance to 
Parker's Landing. The trail to Moore' s mill is still known as M.ltt's 
Road through Phoenixville . Later , Route 23 became a cattle drover's 
road. 

A th ird north/south road ran from Yellow Spr ings in West Pike 
land to Potts' Land ing, or PottS'Grove. It left t he Springs by one of 
t wo trails: tOday's Miller Road , or a now abandoned road that came 
through current l y priva t e farmland and crossed St. Matth ew' s Road 
at present Flowing Springs Road into Birch Run Hollow, .... here it turn
ed no r theast .... a rd to c ross French Creek at Hall's Cove r ed Bridge. From 
there, it ran north to Nutt's Road (Rt. 23) at Brumbaugh's Tave rn 
(later known as Hiestand's Store) and into Coventry Townshi p. Early surveys 
and deeds call this road "the Great Road from Yellow Spr i ngs to PottS' 
Grove" , or sometimes "to Potts' ironworks." 

Through East and West Pikeland, the major road .... as the equivalent 

• 

M.ltt's Road 
c .1720 
(Route 23 
or Ridge Rd.) 

& 
ScOOy lkill Rd. 
(Route 724) 

Yellaol Springs 
Road to Potts' 

"""" 

of coday's Route 113, which, as "the road from Jacob's Ford (Aloenixville) Road to 
to Yellow Springs and The Red Lion (I..iatville), runs southwe s t erly to Red L· (113) 
Down ingtown, which is today c l ose r to its o riginal su rvey than in years 1011 

in between . Crossing this is the "Road to Philadelphia", wh ich we IaDoI 
mostly as Horseshoe Tra il and, in some places, as Yello .... Springs Road . 

The Indian trail from roughly Paoli to J ones ' Tavern, Route 401 , 
cuts north .... estwardly through West Pi ke land and West Vincent t o .... nships . 
Seve r al secondary but important t rails, particularly through West Vin
cent townsh i p were aimed at mills or natural crossings of French Cr eek. 
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Conestoga Rd. 
(Rt. 401) 



St . Matthew ' s 
Rood 

Pught~ P.ood 
(Branson's Rd.) 

Pottst~ Pike 
(Rt. 100) 

St. Andrew's 
u.n. 

Licensing of 
inns & taverns 
1684 

One such road is called today St. Matthew' s Road, which originally 
ran to French Creek by present Ford Road. Depending on which turn tak
en, it was ca lled ' the road from Turk's Head (West (]'lester) to the Schuyl
kill or to Potts ·· Landing. Following old road petitions is a treacher
ous study which requires much knowledge of the area and men tal agility 
t o know at what twist or turn the people of the day considered the main 
stelll to be. 

The road today called Pughto~ Road through East Vincent Township 
was first called Branson's Road. . William Branson was also an iron
master, a merchant and partner to Samuel Nutt, and owner of Reading 
Furnace. He is believed also t o have operated Vincent Forge on French 
Creek one-and-a-half miles east of Pugh town from c . 1740 to 1760. Sheeder's 
History of East Vincent TownShip refers t o Branson's Road being used by 
Gen. Washington's army on September 17, 1777, to reach the General Pike 
1nn. 107 . This indicated that Branson's Road continued from Kimberton 
(present end of Pught~ Road) to meet Nutt's Road just south of Fr ench Creek. 

Today, the north/south road from Pottstown to West Chester (Rt.lOO) 
only touches the southwest tip of West Vincent Township, but in the 
early 1800's, i t meandered through West Vincent by Horseshoe Trail to 
St. Matthew ' s Road, or possibly to Rt. 113, to Rt. 401, angling toward 
Lionvil l e by the compass, more or less. Its later, more western, 
crossing with 401 brought about the intercourse of trades and store 
known as Ludwig's Corner. The centering of activity may have pre
ceded the rerouting of 401, for St. Andrew's Lane, an old road, crossed 
401 at this point. St. Andrew ' s Lane is often stated the r oad from The 
Manor church to various places along the Schuylki l l River. It once 
was a highly travelled road . 

The burden of traffic on these roads can be somewhat defined by the 
number and kinds of inns found along their paths . At first, when all trav
el was either by horseback or on foot, travelers stopped wherever weari
ness and darkness overtook them. But as the houses allowed for little 
inc rease in numbers, and there was, even then, a danger in housing un
known men-of- the - road, petitions were ci r culated for the building of 
inns. These buildings were initially small, some having sheds for a 
few carriages , and others only stabling. The first legislative require
ment to license these inns preceded their existence in the outer town
ships, being 1684. Later , as local population began to swell , theyW!te 
used as gathering spots for men, places for pos ting notices and elec
tions, and for wedding and funeral groups. 

106. This is present Pughto.n/KiDtlerton Road , not to be confused with Pughto.ln RoOO 
in East Co\.eJ.try TCMlShip wich rms northeast fron Pughtaoln towards the Sca.Iyl
kill River. 

107. General Pike is a naJe of !lleeder's day (1845) rather than Washington's day. 

59. 



East Vin c ent Inn s 

The earliest known inn to have been built as such in the Vincents 
was that of Gerhard Brumbaugh, " the merry Ge r man , " whose petition in 
1736 is 'merry ' in its own way. His request for license says there was 
not another house of entertainment within 20 miles below nor 30 miles 
above. But his rule of measurement leaves consternation, for The Bull 
Tavern (at Itlore's mill), not more tttan 10 Illiles away is dated 1734; Yellow 
Springs, although its first record of license is 17SO, was knolo7ll for re
freshment since 1720; Perkiomen Bridge Inn had been on the east side of 
the Schuylkill since 1701 and was certainly not 20 miles away; 20 miles 
would have reached many taverns along the roads to Philadelphia . Those 
above merry Brumbaugh woul d have been mo r e s parse. Possi b ly he thought 
to i mpress the j udges with the need fo r his establishment. 

Brumbaugh ' s tavern was first listed in Coventry Townshi p , but af-
ter 1742, in Vincent, the township line being indistinct before that date. 
The tavern was built of logs that are still standing under stucco atta c h
ed to a stone dwelling that has an iron plaque stating 1740. The building 
stands at the northeast corner of present Route 23 and Ellis Woods Road. 
His tavern license says "on the road f r om Philadelphia to the Iron Works 
and thence to Conestoga." From time to time, there were other Brownback 
taverns along t he ' Great Road ' to Po t tsgrove, for the Brownbacks owned 
hundre d of acres between Route 23 a nd 724 on both sides of the township 
line , including The Swan ta vern in Kenilworth. The 1736 tave r n was the 
first and the on l y Brownback Inn in Vintent Township. It o perated until 
1845 under various names. (See chart of operators.) General Washington is said 
to have lodged there on the night of September 17 , 1777 , when he marche d 
his army from Ye l low Springs to the furnaces,IOB. but t hese legends are 
hard to validate. However, Benjamin Brownback, son of Gerhard and op
erator of t he Inn, was 1st. Lieutenant in 1776 in capt . Edward Parker's 
Company, 2nd. Battalion, Chester County Militia, commanded by Col. ~ 
Hockley . In 1780, he was CaPtiMn , 8th. Battalion, Chester County Militia , 
commanded by Col. Thomas Bull. . the tavern was frequented by officers 
an d detachments traveling between camps . the Brownback genealogy cites 
a bill submitt ed t o Congress for 52 b r eakfas t s served at Brownback ' s 
Tavern . 110. Certainly, the inn was known and v isited by the militia . 

Brownback's 
Tavern 

In 1754 , a Brumbaugh neighbor, Michael Cyfer (Syfer, Seifert , Cyp"ler) 
opened another inn and store not more than a mile east of Brownback's . 
It is known today as Seven Stars Restaurant. A son, Peter Cypher, and 
grandson , Michael, continued the stand. In 1765, Benjamin Brownback is 
taxed as an innkeeper and Michael Cypher as a storekeeper. Cypher's 
Inn is referred to in a sale advertisement as "the ancient Inn of Mi
chael Seifer~, dec'd . "III . It was taxed as a log building as late as 1790 

Cypher's 
lP::ieJ\t 1m 
(Seven Stars) 

lOB. The direct road fran Yellow Springs rrentioned above was not used because of the rrony 
flooded s t re<m> , a hazard for the artillery . The longer route had a bridge since 1774. 

109. B~ Genealogy , page 92. 
110. Ibid. 1 II. ())l'; . Clipping File. AR. 1799. ro. 



TAVERN PETIT IONS POR BROWRBACK 

1736 1-1756 

1757 }-
1787 -
1799 

l~gJ9} -
1809 
18 JO 
1811 
1812-1-

1816) 

18 17 
181S 
18 19 
IS20-) -

IS 24 
IS25-} -

IS26 
IS27-}

IS29 
IS30-}

IS 32 
IS33-}-

1840J 
IS41 -l

IS42) 
IS43 
IS44 
ISl5 

Garrett Brumbaugh 

Benjamin Brumbaugh 
Henry Bruab3uEh 

Elizabeth Brumback 

Jacob Vanderslice 
John Benjamin 
Lawrence Hipple 

II " 

Abraham Hause 
Samuel Martin 
Joseph Trukenmiller 
J ose ph T. Miller 

J ohn Bro\ffiback 

William Wh itby 

" " 

" " 

Elizabeth Whitby 
(widow of Wi ll iam) 
Gotlieb Keplar 
Peter Henry 

" " 
( rejected) 
(rejected) -

tR' 

called Brumback ' s 
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" Genera l Washington 

" Washington Inn 
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" General Wa shington 
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" " " 

--- ----- ----- - -



TAV ERN PETITION S FOR 

NAKE SE VEN STARS INN OQRt.Z3 STAGER /CUSTARD TAVER N NAKE 
OQ it . 71A 

IIid>ool Cyfu 1754 
1765 ,.,... """" 

"""" - 17111 171111- -"-
Michael. Sifett tl79 1 "., 

"'JI I~}- Bcojaoin 00isW'd _ ....... 
""- ""'" - t= llIll - """'" ""'" "-"' ....... 

11m Ccnrad Hipple 

'~- """'" - D.lstard 's Inn ..... ,<= ..... """"" - ( 111)\ 111)\ 
1819 IIIlS Ben janin Rieter " " 

''''' I>miel .... '"-' SUn 
lIIl7 

"""'" O<tlip 
" " 

11U1 
"""'" "'*le " 

''''' IIeojanin ... 
I1Il9 -,. O<tlip " " 
1810 M::! CDe fOl.lld . 

1811~ - Bcoj.am:i.n C>.Ist.axd Sign of ye SeveD St:m5 
18 1) 

18" " " Rising St.n 
1815 . - " """" SUn 
1816 " " Rising Slm 
1817 M::! CDe fo.oI. 
1818 """'" """" D.Jstard 's 1m 
1819 M::! CDe fOl.lld . 

Baker 's ta-;.em 

-- "*'" - f """- '~- Imtin """"""'" " " 
(sea of .Jcbl) 1111A 182 

1822-} - Isaiab Carl Carl's 'J:aQem 
1823 

'~ Eliza Csrl " " 
""'" S<an ..... """"" - { 182>- I ) 

1828 1825 CAug) ""'" ...... " " 
182& ~- '"-' SUn 
1827 " D.Jstard's T~ 
182&-J - " '"-' SUn 

Sipp of !:be ~ -,. O<tlip - {I~ 1832 
S<an 

" " o..id PalsgnNe - 1'1m-1833 1833 - Wil.l.i.D !:h1ler " " 
Baker's T~ Couod """" 1834 IISY.~ - Ellia ""'" " 

" """'" """'-
1835 1&" 

"""" S<an " { 1&36- 11!l&-} - W:illia. Shller " " 
I..., 11139 

" " George~. Jr. 184 1 1840-) - M::! CDe fomd. 

" " -,. O<tlip 1842 184& 

" " Geoq:e am.st.m. Jr . 1843 I&U-} - Wil.l.i.D 9ule:r lhiteball 1m 
" " Jacob 9Iritb - {'844- 18>6 

1851 
" Isaac Davis - { 11152-

1865 
" 

"'" '- 1866 
" .:am y~. Jr. 1867-



Stager's Tavem 
(Custard's) 

Coofus ioo in ..... , 

George David 's 
Inn 

with stabling for two carriages. After the Cyphers, it was rented to 
professional inkeepers and finally sold to John Baker. Baker operated 
the inn for thirty years mostly under the name of Seven Stars. (See chart.) 

In 1762 Peter Stager (Steager) opened an inn on the road from Phila
delphia to Reading "by the Pottsgrove furnaces." This was the begin
ning of the inn known much later as Rittenhouse Tavern and now as 
Whitehall Inn . It stands just outside of Spring City on 724. Spring 
City did not exist a t this date. all of the area being held in farIDS. 
Peter Stager's tavern was bought by Abraham Turner in 1780 and oper
ated by him eleven years, after which Benjamin Custard, in 1792, bought 
the property and built a new building. 

TIle next forty years brought great confusion i n the name "Seven 
Stars" because both Custard ' s Inn and the old Cy pher Inn carried the 
same name off and on . (see ~rative chart.) Tavern names changed fre
quentl,Y since the tavernkeeper often carried his name with him. If 
the tavern was rented, as both of these taverns were at times, the 
name reflected the keeper rather than the owner. 

John Baker used the name first in 1804, but Daniel Huss, innkeeper 
a t Custard's Inn in 1806 used the same name. Possibly some kind of rival
ry was being carried on for Thomas Hason had been innkeeper at Custard's 
i n 1801 under the name Compass and Square. He be came innkeeper at Cypher's 
in 1802 and 'OJ taking his name with him. In lWo, Hason moved to an inn 
in Charlestown Township near Hason Street School (TOol lboenixville) still 
holding on to the name Compass and Square. 

John Baker rented the old Cypher Inn in 1804, calling it Seven Stars. 
The name has continued to the present time, with an intermittent licen
sing as Baker's Tavern. Benjamin Custard's inn was called Seven Stars 
only off and on until 1839. (Again, see chart.) In 1849, William Shuler broke 
the conf usion by naming the Custard facility Whitehall Inn, which name 
lasted at least until 1856 . Shuler was proprietor of the Kimberton Ho
tel in Pikeland in 1864, dropping his claim to the name Whitehall Inn. 
Custard's Inn was closed for many years in the early 20th cen tury until 
the Rittenhouse family came from Downingtown in 1953 to open it agai n 
as a tavern. 

A very early inn a long French Creek was run by George David whose 
petition in 1757 relates that he had been "run over by a wagon and 
could not labor"; therefore , he desired to operate his house as a 
tavern. He lived at Sheeder on the south side of French Creek. The 
house, stil l standing , internally shows evidence of three front dox>rs, 
believed to have been one each for the owner , the tavern, and a middle 
door to lead overnite guests, particularly ladies , directly upstairs 
without going through the barroom. Today, only the center door re
mains on the outside. 
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George David ' s license requests ceased at 176S, a iterwhic:h , 1766, 
Sebastian Keeley opened an inn in the same atea . Whether or not these 
two inns are one and the same would be very hard t o prove since Keeley 
claimed both sides of the creek at the time. Later, he is noted as 
having built a mansion on the north side of the creek, a house still 
standing to the west of Frederick Sheeder ' s mansion house. The ho use 
known as t he Sheede r Mill mansion was not built until IS)) by Sheeder . 
Pugh t own Road followed t he creek muc h closer then, and ran past both 
o f these establishments. It c r ossed from t he nor th side of French 
Creek at BOlol'lDan's early mill (later Sheeder's Paper Mill) to the south side 
for a s hort distance t o Birch Run and present French Creek Road. The 
road continued to Wilson ' s Corner on the south side of the creek . 
Susce pt ibility to flooding caused the Pugh town Road to be relocated 
on the north side of the c r eek to Wilson ' s Co rner . 

In 1768 , Edward Parke r built a fine tavern house at the Schuy lkill 
ford known thereafter as Pa r ker ' s Fo rd. Edward Parke r had been a tav
e rnkeeper in Coven t ry Township at least as early as 1748. The Vincent 
l ocation at the natural place of c rossing was a much better business 
spo t and this tavern became one of the best in the area . Just wi t hin 
the bounds of Vincen t Township, where Pigeon Run enters the Schuyl
kill, it carried a heavy burden of trade, having s pawned a grist mill 
by 1740 and several tr ade smen' s shops. When General Wash ington brought 
his army there on Se ptemb er 19,1777, in his race with General Howe for 
the river fo rd s and Philadelph ia , he warmed himself in Cront of the 
fire place of Pa rker' s Tave r n, ~ out d ispatches unde r the head
ing " Parker's Ford." After c rossing t he river on h is great horse, he 
is also said to have dr ied his britches in front of William Evans' 
fireplace in Limerick Townshi p. 

The basement ceiling construction of Parker ' s Tavern is o f heavy 
wedge-shaped logs set so close togethe r as to al l ow fai r sized rocks 
to be he l d in pl ace between them. In so doing, t he cellar 
becomes a cool va ult suitable for wine cooling and in summer, stor
age of pe r ishable foods . A stone trough , waist-high, is also provid
ed wh ich allowed cons tan t spring wate t to flow through it. A drain 
high 00 the opposite side from the in t ake poured through the cellar wall 
to a ditch outside re gulated water depth. 

The t av ern bui lding itse l f is fu rthe r interesting because of two 
complete l y move able parti t ions on the second floo r which can be lift
ed to make one la rge community room across the five bay facade. This 
large r oom was conven ient for General Washington's retinue of office r s 
and aides-de-camp. The building has four rooms per floor with a one
and-a-half s t ory kitchen e ll. The stairway rises in the cen t e r rear 
of the building to a finished att ic . A small cubic le i n the cen t e r of 
the second floor is for t ravellers' baggage . Unoccupied today, the 
building is sound and in near ly original condi t io n. It was operated 
by Edward Parker un til 1787, then by Jame s Brooke unt i l 1825, fol~ 

ed by Job Fudge unti l ISSI. 
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Fertig/Hiller 
store 

The Poplar Tree 

Hipple ' s Ford 

There was a 40'x60 ' barn and a second house designed for two fami
lies plus the long stone building which was intended for thirty horses . 
The double stone house had a basement cons truc t ion identical to the inn. 
Both barn and double house have bu rned. The stable , the inn and its 
kitchen plus a two- floored cave formed a court at the rear of the inn. 

There is another house in the township wh ich was built to be a com
mercial building as well as a dwelling, and which makes use of the same 
second floor liftable partition. It stands at the co rner of Route 23 and 
Buckwalter Road. This was built in 1800 by John Fertig (Furteigh). Part of 
the building is probably earlier . Fertig applied fo r a tavern license 
in 1801, but was s uccessfu lly petitioned against. Thereafter he operated 
a Storehouse carrying the usual country store items. Peter Miller , a 
neighbor, petitioned for license again in 1820 and was also denied . In 
1821 , however, Miller ' s license was granted which says "that a public 
house has been formerly kept at the same place ," apparently a temper
anc e inn where liquors were no t sold . 

Miller died i n 1824 and David Rogers took over the store and inn 
for one year afterwh ich his brother , William, bought the property. Both 
David and William were sons of Jonathan and great gr andsons of Joseph, 
the settler. Born in 1782 , William had run the Boarding School Inn in 
Kimberton from 1820 to 1825, when he moved to Peter Miller's publi c house , 
and called it "The Sign of t he Poplar Tree . " He and his wife, Rebecca, 
ran the business until about 1845 when they, with one daughter, Sarah , 
moved to Pendleton, Indiana , to join brothers, J ose ph and Benjami~who 
had migrated ten years earl ier. Rogers was a Justice of the Peace , ard 
addressed as ' Squire. ' He had been Coun ty Sher iff from 1840 to 1843. In 
lass , The Poplar Tre e was sold to Frederick and Mary Ann Diemer. Since 
William Rogers died in that yea r, i t may be pres umed that the sale was 
in antici pa ti on of his demise (Sale was in February ard death was in August), 
and possibly the Diemers had been leasing the property since th e Rogers 
lef t. Fo r about three years , someone had run a pay school for boys and 
gi rls, called "The Ridge Road Academy;' in place of the inn and s t or e. 
It may have been the Diemers. Very little cou ld be learned about this 
schoo l. 

There was no organized crossing at present Spr ing City until the 
Royer brothers bought farms of the heirs of Lawrence Hipple. Haps wil l 
indicate Hipple's Ford at the place wher e the bridge now stands , but 
crossing by horse or by boat was cas ual as it was unmanned (00 feIT)m'ln) 
until the railroad came through on the opposite side of the river. 

The Royer brothers , David and Be njamin, came f rom Salfo rd Town ship, 
Montgomery County, to settle along the Sc huylki ll abou t 1800 . A dusty 
trail led to the ford, roughly West Bridge St r eet, and Benj amin lived 
on the south side of this trail and David on the no rt h side . Benjamin ' s 
house was along Goose Run and was ra~e d fo r the Century Knitting Com
pany (Valley Forge Flag Co.) building . David buil t the house later known 
as "Paper Hill Man sion" by Keystone Drawn St eel Co . These Royers trace 

63 . 



to Metz in northern France where, as Huguenots, they lost their lands 
and fled into the Palatinate. Said to have descended from a French 
nobleman, many immigrated to Lancaster County in the early 18th century . 
The Salford Royers arrived on the Ship Loyal Judith of London in 1732 ~ 
~ Michael Royer and two sons, ~ Carl and ~ Martin are noted in 
Upper Salford. 

The two farms were traversed by the Schuylkill Canal in 1824, but not 
until the railroad tracks were laid on the opposite side of the river 
in 1833-4, did the need for more ferrying across t he rive r declare itself. 
Frederick Isett, a hiredman for David Royer , saw an opportunity to r un 
a sideline business. He ferried passengers across in his small rowboat 
for 3c a trip. There must not have been great business, or Frederick 
would have lost his job at Royers. However, in 1834, Chester County 
people petitioned for a br i dge, which was built in 1840, and which ~ 
Isett ' s business. The name Royer's Fo rd was transposed to the village 
which grew on the east side of the river above t he two hotels which were 
built near the train s ta tion. 

There were later Petitions for permission to sell liquors by the 
quart as well as to taverns for the convenience of travellers. Notable 
among these was the petition by James Rogers, who applied in 1830, was 
denied, applied again and was allowed . Rogers was a brother to William 
and David Rogers before mentioned. He owned a farm within the present 
bounds of Spring City, both the house, barn and tenant house still 
standing on Church and Hall Streets. His land ran down to the Schuylkill. 
The building of the Schuylkill Navigation Canal through Cheste r County 
from Phoenixville to Pottstown brought the first need for new lodgings 
a long the river. (The canal is dealt with in lIDte detail in (}}apter VII) Rogers 
first was denied license because he was not beside a canal lock. but 
by 1843 , with the railroad and bridge, he built and operated a store 
near the canal for which he was allowed to sell "spirituous liquors 
by the quart." 

In 1835, Michael Towers, on whose land Lock #58 of the canal was 
construc t ed, opened a non-a l coholic inn for canal t ravel l ers . Hi s 
house is stil l standing but in a sad state of d ilapida tion on Pen~ 

hurst grounds. It was amply equipped for travellers, and uses a floor 
pl an quite similar to Parker ' s Tavern although a four-bay rather ~ 
a five-bay house . The s ta irway rises finished to the attic in the~

ter r ear of t he building. There are no hallways. The large kitchen 
facility is both in the house and in a separate building beh ind it, 
while a two-floor cave can be reached from within the house . A built
in corner cu pboard, nice mantels and good appointments are eviden t 
throughout the building. It would seem that it was built for the trade 
rather than adapted. 

It should be noted that a ll but one (the Keeley/David establishrent an 
~~) are located in the northeastern part of Vincent Township 
along or near Routes 23 ard 724. It is also a humorous note that three 
of the innkeepers were named Baker, Custard and Fudge . 
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West Vincent had only th r ee hostels of record , it being very hilly 
in parts and not benefitted by long stretches of major thoroughfares, 
alt hough pr esent Horseshoe Trail was early noted as "The Road to Phila
delphia" as well as " the road from Pottsgrove to West Chester. " The 
earliest public house was that of William Evans, who applied in 1765 . 
His house stood on the south side of St . Matthew's road between Hiller 
r oad and Horseshoe Trail , and was the pro perty of Captain John Evans 
by 1790. Evans operated the inn until 1780 afte r wh ich Lt settled into 
the life of a farmhouse. The inn was probably a log structure . 

Al l other inns in West Vincent Township are after 1800 when the 
Conestoga was more travelled and the r e was greater flow between Potts
town and West Chester . Jacob Rice, son of Zachariah and Abigail ~, 
was granted a tave r n license in 1810 , denied in 1811 and 1812, and al~ 
again in 1813. 112 . Jacob and his wife , Sarah , did not go to Perry CDnty 
with Zachariah o r his bro t hers . Instead, they stayed on Zachariah' s 
first purch ase (/176 on the Pikeland IMp) which lay on t he northwest town
shi p line of Pikeland. Th ey sold this farm in 1813 to Harmon Pennypac
ker. In 1809, Rice made purchase of 13 acres a t Strickland ' s Corner 
(Fell.G<lShip Poad & Horseshoe Trail) buying from John Hipple. Hipple was list 
ed a mason, Rice , a weaver. Rice's petition reads "at the sign of 
the Hammer and Trowel, " as though the mason, Hipple, mi ght have hung 
a descriptive sh i ngle . The petition further reads, "Your Petitioner 
being desirous of continuing in said business , " and states it is " en 
the road lead ing from Pottstown to West Ches t er." You, the reader , 
may decide by wha t to r t uous path this road coul d lead be tween those 
two pl a ces. The r e a r e no petitions by Rice or others after 1813. 

Jacob Ludwick (the spelling ootnJpCed to I.r.d.Iig) made his first petition 
for license in 18[6 , saying he has bui l t a "new and commodious stone 
House on t he Li tt le Cones t oga Turnp i ke Roa d." Th e r equest was all~ 
a nd repe ated continuous l y until 1830. Afte r a yea r or t wo, it was called 
"The Cap tain Lawr ence, " and has a history locally of being called "The 
Buc ket of Blood . " This is believed to be mo r e a commen t ary on the food 
served than fo r any ghou lish events, although the present owner believes 
he has permanent b lood stains on t he wal l s . The Bl ac k Horse Taver n was 
not far away on the south side of Black Horse Hill in Upper Uwchlan 
Townshi p. It had been in constant use since 1774, and was a larger 
house t han Ludwick's newly built house; therefore , Ludwick experienc 
e d some opposi t ion . The Captain Lawrence closed in 1830 when J acob Lud
wick d ied , and r emained closed until Samuel Fe r tig app lied in 1854 . 
Fertig faced strong opposit i on from St. And rew's church and neighbor
hood residents, but finally was allowed. 

I [2. A denied petit ion does not rrean that the enterprise was clo9E!d . I t could s t ill 
operate, but could not sell 'spir ituous drinks. ' 



Frederick Sheeder ran a hotel from 1820 to 1834 in the house he pur 
chased from his father-in-Iaw's estate (Nicholas lblderman). The long stone 
house on the north side of Pugh town road j ust west of Ford road , now 
owned by Camphill Village , was quite suitable. A datestone on the west 
end of the house reads 1768, the commemoration date of Holderman's first 
building. Under the name of "The Rising Sun," Sheeder describes the tav
ern as " on the road from David Buckwalter's Tavern [~General Pike lbtel) 
to Conestoga , " and says there is now no place of entertainment from 
"Buckwalter ' s to Eubles' tavern " [Jones' Tavern just over the county line on 
Rt. 23]. As so often happens, this overstates the dearth of taverns. 
Sheeder ignored several inns on Rt. 23, notably Young ' s Fountain Inn 
in South Coventry Township and Knauer's Inn in Warwick Township. ~r 
always rented his inn, or hired a tavernkeeper. In 1831, the keeper was 
Henry Emry, in 1832 , Jacob Hause. By 1845, when he wrote his histoty of 
the township, Shee der laments the overabundance of in n s and t averns in 
the l ocality, and says they ruined the offspring of a numbe r of here
tofore good families. 

We s t P i k e l aod To wnshi p 

The Pike lands had fewer public establ ishments than did the Vincents, 
being only one-third the size, but they had by far the mos t renowned 
inn for its time in southeastern Pennsylvania - The Yellow Spr ings. 
This inn became a celebrated health s pa from cl720-22 t h rough t he Civil 
War. Newspapers carried travellers' remarks in 1722 urging those in need 
of physical regeneration to take note. 

Although the Yellow Springs was known and patronized early, no rec
ord has been foun d of owners, opera t ors or facilities until 1750 when 
Robert Pritchard asked for a tavern license. He an d either two brothers 
or two sons operated accommodations of some extent for about t en years. 
Record of a sale is found in the pennsylvania Gazette, giving the first 
description: 113. 

"1763 TO BE SOLD: Yell~ Springs plantation . .. ISO acres . .. stone dwelling 
house; f rare house ... seats at'CU'ld the inside, pond in middle ... 7\..8' 
square , 3' deep ... for cmvenience of 100-500 a day ... Inquire of Willian 
or Thams Lightfoot ... or of caleb Parry in the Great Valley (near So.!!
uel Kennedy , west of The Paoli) or J~s Hartin, living 00 the premises." 

Fou r months l ater, as the property of James Martin , it was sol d at 
Sheriff sale and a~paren t lY bought by Jonathan Durell, a shopkeeper 
in Philadelphia. II . John Bayly may have bought the 150 acres at this 
time, with Durell running the resort, or Durell may have been a 50% 

113. Pennsylvania Gazette, Ed . fll7n ( 1/13/1763). Printed version Vol. 14 , WI , col.3 
114. furell ' s Crall Slop - Philadelphia. 
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purchaser with Bayly. 115. By November, 1764, Bayly advertised for an 
innkeeper and farmer. 

"1764 TO BE LETT: The Plantation, called TIlE 'l'ELI..CU SI'RllCS; Containing 
160 Acres , being in <llester County, 30 Miles fran Rlil.adel!*Jia, a 
~lthy Situation ; there is a good Sawnill on the Place; sale good 
MeadcJw, and rrore may be nade; all the MeadcJw that the Tenant clears, 
he will be allOo*!d for, after the usual Rate. fb1e need apply except 
one that Ulderstands Fanning , and will keep a genteel orderly lbJse 
of Entertai.melt, being a noted licenced 1b.Jse, and m.rl\ resorted to 
in the Slmrer Season, for the Benefit-of the Mineral Waters, greatly 
to the Advantage of any Tenant Ihl shall incline to entertain such 
Resorters. For Tenns apply to.KllN MYLY , in Philadellfiia." 

Durell had advertise d in November, 1763, " ... good enter t ainment 
at the Yellow Springs ... 20 shillings per week."IJ6. He also signed 
a road petition in Chester County in the same month, bu t Bayl y was 
on the Pikeland tax list for 1764, not Durell, being assesse d for 120 
acres with buildings and 30 acres woodland, a saw mill, 4 horses, 3 
cows, 3 sheep and occupation "Innkeeper by profession." 

Nevertheless, Bayly was still at his silversmithing establishment 
in Philadelphia . Through 1769 , his shop was at the northwest corner of 
Front and Chestnut Streets, a three story house. Barbara Soltis , re
searcher/historian, who has done an in-depth search of Bayly ' s life, 
regards him as a silversmith of top rank, certainly equal to his well
known a pprentice, Thomas Shields. Bayly's son , John folJo,;-ed t he sil 
versmith's art. Bayly was prosperous and owned considerable property 
in and around the city. He also signe d the tbn-Importa tion Acts in 1765. 117 . 

I t is believed that Bayly probably built the two-and-a-half story 
stone house that began the Washington Inn. Ba yly was still advertising 
in 1765, this time adding " ... ~ new bath places TlCIW making, Blacksmith shop 
with dwelling h::use for said blacksmith . .. terms: apply to Jam ~ly in Phi1.adeIJttia, 
or to Mr. Philip Lynch, storekeeper, at above mentioned place." 18. 

In August of the same year , the Uwchlan Friends Heeting remonstra
ted against George Maxton as l essee of the Yellow Springs, calling it 
a " .. . place of promiscuous resort ... .. Their complaint went to the Friends ' 
Monthly Meeting, not to the licensing bureau, and did not affect Maxton's 
or Bayly's license .. Bayly continued to be taxed for the property through 
1768, 

115. 
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Steriff Fairlmb's advertLserent: 5/5/'63. "equal Uldivided \ shares of ISO acres .... " 
~lvania Gazette . 
I an indebted to my frierd and fello.r researcher. Barbara Solt l.S , for her generosity 
in sharing all of the material on John Bayly. 
Pemsylvania Gazette. 5/23/'65 & 8/8/'65. ttls. J900,p.169,ooL2; 191I ,p.220 ,ooLJ. 
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In 1769, other mi neral s pr ings were found near Bristol on the Del-
aware. Almost immediately, a Yellow Springs sho pkeeper , Thomas Dobbins, ~ a1 spring 
is found in some kind of Receivership, and by March, 1770 , Bayly, him- r

B
· I 

self, is seen in financial trouble. It has not been determined whether nea~r;,:~ 
or not the new resort caused this sudden change in finances, or what on re 
the nature of Bayly ' s problem was, but he appears in Court every day 
or so, and his es tate is assigned to five creditors. In December, 1769, 
Bayly held a complete hou sehold sale, "There being a necessity ... ", 
and by March, his real estate is advertised. In August, 1772, Bayly's 
tavern petition says he " .. . has removed to reside at the Yellow Springs 

" Apparently, Bayly lived at The Springs while he worked his way 
out of bankruptcy. lie honored his debts and, it is believed, paid off 
his creditors in full. For this, he was known thereafter as Honest 
.khl Bayly. 

Samuel Kennedy, a medical doctor from the Paoli area, bought 
the full property in 1774, and immediately advertised i t '"ro BE !.Err' 
Bayly s tayed as innkeeper until Samuel Culbertson from Brandywine 
TOWn shi p applied for the job. Having worked his way out of debt, H0n
est John Bayly returned t o silversmithing in the city. With the ~ 
ing of hostilities in 1775, Dr. Kennedy offered his services, and was 
appointed , in 1777, to the Liti tz hospital unit. When, in early 1777, 
Congress appropriated money to build a hospita l at Yellow Springs, 
the following advertisement wa s placed in the Pennsylvania Gazette : 

WANTED: A rurber of Carpenters to go to ~rk at the Yellooi Sp~ 
for wich good wages will be given . .. Inquire at the KL:hli !<han in 5th 
Street betwixt Market and Arch Street or at Capt. Sadler's in Arch 
Street above 7th Street. "1 20. 

A stone and frame three floor hospital building was built by the 
army at Yellow Springs , the only one constructed specifically for ~ 
use. It was well planned to hold 125 patients, 106'x36' with 9' porches 
extending around t hree sides of the first two stories . Dr. Bodo Otto , 
whose home was in Reading, but who was in char ge of the Tr~n ton hoS
pital in 1777, was brought to head the Yellow Springs hospital. Two ~ 
came with him and Dr. Kennedy was transferred from Lititz. 

Pat ients began arriving before the hospital was completed and 
were cared fo r in three barns nearby . 121. The Yellow Springs quic kly 
gained a reputation for being "very neat" and providing comfortab ly 
for the sick. Nevertheless, putr i d fever raged and the inoculation 
program against smallpox took a tremendous toll during the winter 
months. Dr. Kennedy died of the fever in 1778. 
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119. Ibid. 1765 120. Ibid. 2/9/1774. KL:hli lQ\an was a ~11 kmw restaurant. 
121. The Ami tb:Iical Departnent, Olapt. 4, page 87 
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Or. Otto is credited with ini tiating the system of bringing pa
tients to one central place for better care, sterile conditions to 
the best standards of the day, and the inoculation program . As fever 
and other illnesses, as well as transfer of patients from closing 
units, raised the numbers of soldiers to be ca red for , the three 
barns were con tinued in use. Outlying churches were used as well. 

The German Reformed church in Vincen t Township and the newly bUlt 
Zion's Lutheran church along with its predecessor building were confis
cated for army use. Together with othe r houses in the area used to biv
ouac the military unit stationed around it, this was officially desig
nated French Creek llospital.l 22 . In September, 1778 , it held 130 patients, 
when Ye 11010' Springs held but 115. A ItCIlth later I YellOol Springs was reduced 
to 51 and French Creek. to 89 patients. 123 . Since no later reports are 
recorded, it is believed French Creek may have been subsequently re
ported with the Yellow Springs unit. A letter from Dr. Barnabas B~ 
to Dr. Solomon Drown , written August 31, 1778, is given in full in the 
appendix. Dr. Binney heads his letter, "General Hospital, French Creek, 
)() miles from Philadelphia." Since Yellow Springs Hospital was on Pic
kering Creek, there can be no doubt that French Creek was indica t ing a 
d ifferent location - the Hill churches above French Creek . Some of those 
who died in French Creek Hospital are buried in the enclosed graveyard 
on Route 23 below the churches. The new Lut heran parsonage was also a 
part of the French Creek Hospital unit (See chapter Ill, page 46 .), and it 
can be presumed that convenient fa rmsteads were demanded also . 

Hospitals were opened and closed in rapid success ion throughout 
the eastern colonies in a losing at tempt to curb the raging camp fevers, 
smallpox and debili tating choleras in both the army and among camp fol
lowers. It has been said that the greatest part of deaths at Yellow 
Springs, as well as at other units, was due t o the inoculation pro
gram, which was administered in the winter when the army was otherwise 
unoccupied. Overall, however, the inoculation program imp r oved the gen
e~l health of the soldiers . 

The Lititz Hospital unit opene d and closed in 1778, the Reading 
facilities, which included several chur ches , opened in the fall of 
1777 and wa s filled by December. It operated only nine IDOnths, closing 
in early 1778. Both Allentown and Easton, with 590 patients between 
them (Easton had 400) in November, were closed in March of 1778 with only 
70 patient s remaining . Bethlehem, the first to open in 1776, prepared 
to close in the spring of 1778, but stayed open five months longer. 
Yellow Sp r ings, with 51 patien t s in 1780 and less than 30 in 1781, was 
ordered closed in September of that year. Dr. Otto was to accompany 
the remaining men t o Philadelphia where Or. Jonathan Pott s and Dr . 
Thomas Bond, Jr., were stationed to receive them at the Pennsylvania 
Hospital. 124. 

122. Ibid. Gillett. Chapt. 4, page 87 . 
123. Ibid. Pase 109 . " .•• all suffering fran chronic affec tions . ... " 
124. Ibid. 
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After 1781 . the inns at Yello .... Spr ings. which had suffered consid
erable reduction in trade dur ing the hos pital years. were reo pened. 
Samuel Culbertson and Mrs. Kenne dy pet i t ione d Congress in 1779 for re -
dress . (See appendix. Letter) In 1783. Alexander McCaraher was innke e per for 
Mrs . Kenne dy. McCaraher had been part of the stationed army unit at 
Yellow Spr ings with the tit l e of "Commissioner General " (Ccmn.<nier of 
the army mit). He ma rr ied Polly Pritcha rd of the local Charles t own fam-
i l y. and planned t o stay in the area . He d ied. ho .... ever. in 1788. McCar-
a her was followed as innkeeper by John Harper in 1789 . Robert Patton in 
1791. and by Frederick lkllm:m in 1793. Thomas Ruston Kennedy. son of Dr . Ken-

Reopening of 

the "'"' 

edy. took title f r om Samuel Hoare in 1796. Wit h Holman an able innkeeper. 
and the economy on an uptrend. patronage returned. Kennedy adminis ter ed 
t he hotel c r edit ab l y until 1806 when he sold t o James Sones. Bones built 
the Wash ington Inn beside th e firs t inn. a nd in 1814 laid the 150 acres T f Bath 
in t o one hundred lots. A lottery was held to a l loc a te 34 lo t s which had ~ 0 

been so ld. His scheme was only mildly successful and he gave up the ~ 
he ca lled Bath in 1831. deeding it t o his son-in-law. Ant hony Wayne Olwine . 

While Bones had been occup ied with his land development. Mrs. Fred- Hrs.lkllman 
erick Holman ran the Washington Inn . Be tween 18 17 and 1820, Mrs . Holman 
had Mordecai Adams build the fi r st parts of what later became the Lin-
coln building. I n 1838. Mrs . Holman bought at Sheriff sale the lots pre-
viou s l y owned by Olwine, giving he r ownershi p of both inns . Frolics and 
festival days were regular occurences under Mrs. Holman who ran t h e bus-
iness until 1845. At that tUre . Dr. Geo r ge Lingen of Reading bought the prop-
erty for a health resort. but sold 37 acres t wo years la t er to Henry Neef 
and Char les Ho ffendah l. Mrs. Neef , Haria, ran the resort business. She 
was taxe d in 1850 for $800 worth of furniture , a h igh s um f or that time. 
The Lingens sold out in 1860. afterwhic h the inns struggled through sev-
eral ownershi ps dur ing t he Civil Wa r years, but the social whirl was 
never resumed. Instead, the buildings were acquired by t he sta te for 
the use of war o rphans (See chapter IV , Ecilcation). When the Orphans ' School 
closed in 1912, The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Ar ts he ld summe r 
classes the r e unt i l interest was transferred to New England. 

'l\«) other tavern petitions are r ecorde d from the southwestern side 
of Pikeland Townsh ip - Th e Rising Sun o r William Wagenseller's Inn 
and a disallowed pet ition from J ames Benson. The fi rs t to take ad
vantage in Pike land of th e business o ppor t unities offered by the 
new turnpike (401), Wagenseller pet irioned i n 1815. It opera ted con 
tinuous l y un til Wagenseller tired of the business a nd competition 
had increased, clos i ng in 1836. 

Christopher Wagenseller arrived in Philadelphia p rio r to 1734, 
and settled in northern Ph iladelphia County (present ttlntgorery Q).). 
The family gradually moved toward the Schuylkill Rive r, the second 
gene r ation living near Trappe. A branch moved to Uwch l an Township 
c.1790 whe n John Wagenseller bought the old Red Lion Inn f rom Dennis 
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Whelen with 113 acres . The U'agensellers lived at the corner of Welsh 
Pool Road and Vi llage Avenue rather t han at the inn. J ohn died in 1811 , 
the year that William is first taxed fo r a distillery in Pike land Town
ship . William, J ohn ' s son , had moved to Pikeland in 1807, purchasing 
also 113 acres from Jacob Sleer. The All enghe ny or Conestoga Path ran 
beside the front door o f the log house . When in 1809, an act wa s passed 
enabling the Governo r to incorporate the Li tt le Conestoga Turnpike C0m
pany (surveyed by 1811), Wage nseller began thinking of the meri t s of oper
ating a tavern in his house . Being an alternate road t o the more estab
lished Nutt's, or Ridge , Road, and cu tt ing d irec tl y t owa rds The Paoli 
and Warren Taverns on t he grea t Lancaster Road, the Conestoga soon 
carr ied heavy wagon and drovers' trade . In 18 12, Wagenseller replaced 
t he l og house with a three bay stone house , but found even t ha t inad
equate for the trade. About 181S, he added a large r oom to the nort h 
gable , mak ing the house an almost exact duplica t e of the home in Li 
onville in general appearance. He al so bu ilt a large stone ba rn wi th 
ample co rral s and pe ns fo r the herd s of ca ttle being driven to Ph ila
de l phia markets. The drovers liked to have accommodations at seven to 
ten mile inte r vals as tha t was the distance t hey could oamb r tab ly tra
ve r se in one long day' s light. The drovers ' tavern was no mo r e t han a 
room with heat and hard cide r available. They slept on the floor. S~ 
Wagenseller ' s Rising Sun wa s the only inn for many miles in eithe r 
direction at thi s ear l y pe r iod, (the Valley View rot open mtil 1826 to the 
sootheast, a1d The Black Horse, 1774, and t he Captain Lawrence , 1816 , being rrmy 
miles west ) , his establishmen t had to provide she lte r for all kinds of 
travellers. Essentially, however , it was a wagon and drove r s ' t avern . 12S . 

The ot her pet ition for license was by the new owner of the old 
Ligh t foot gr ist mill on the Cones toga Turn pi ke . In conj unction with 
Lewis Ree s , James Benson had purchased this property in 1812 fro m 
Samue l Lightfoot who had moved to Ohio. The deed no te s Benson "of 
Reading, Berks County," but hi s family were longtime residen t s at 
Lionville . Be nson ' s petition was denied. He re peated i t, always beill8 
denied, unt il 1822 when he sold the mill and prope rty t o Rees Sheneman . 
Very likely, he accommodate d the overflow f rom Wagenseller's Tavern 
without a l icense . The reason for denial was not fo und. 

Eaat Pike land Town s hip 

There were only two tavern licenses r equested in the eastern 
end of Pikeland Townshi p . The largest of these was "The Sign of the 
Bear," known also 8S "The Black Bear" and George Chrisman's Tavern. 
It was listed "on the road leading f r om Philadelphia to Conestoga ," 
and from Norristown to Yellow Spr i ngs. This is one of the earlier 
taverns in the a rea , Chrisman receiving his license in 1771. 

125. FPCCI' files registration. ' 'Drovers' Inn". 
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Chrisman had house d travellers for many years in advance of the 
license, and built an addition to the north end of his tavern to more 
amply provide private living space for his family. During the Revolu
tion and after, Chrisman's Tavern was a welcome stop for stage routes 
and individual riders alike. First a tavern, then a store and post of
fice, then a general merchandise s t ore, and finally a drug store , it 
was always a place of communication with the larger wo rld . It gained 
importance as a store when Emmor Kimbe r ' s Boarding School opened on 
the northwest corner of the c r ossroad in 1817, and Kimber built the 
larger Board i ng School Inn in 1820 on the northeast corner. William 
Rogers applied for license in 1820 but was not allowed until 1822. As 

Boarding School 
Inn 
Kimberton Hotel 

the Boarding School Inn , Boarding School Temperance House (1845-1850) , 
and Kimberton Hotel after 1856, the building has evolved with the 
economies of the village of Kimberton and the surrounding area. The 
Hotel accommodated some single people as residence and others as bus
iness establishment. Dr. Griffith lodge d there until his marriage to 
a milliner who also lived there and ran her business from th e hotel. 
Public cat tle sales were held in the courtyard between the hotel and 
i t s barn, and circuses made their annual appearance also in the cour t
yard. 126. 

The other petition was recorded along the Schuylkill River in 
Pikeland Township. Said to be "on the r oad from Yellow Springs to 
Trap," the first petition is f rom Samuel Bradford in 1813. It 10'35 renE!W'

ed i n 1814 . In 1815, Jeremiah Messersmith petitioned, saying he had 
"lately purchased that well known stand and ferry a t the river Schuyl 
kil1. .. being des irous to con tinue to keep a public house of entertain
ment. ... " This was before the canal days, and somewhat isolated from 
all traffi c except those who wanted t he ferry . It became noto r ious 
for carousing, gambling, and boisterous company; therefore, Messer
smith was effectively petitioned agains t after 1816. Isaiah Carl pur
chased it in 1818 and closed it for lack of a license and patronage 
in 1820. In 1822, Carl Corl) rented the "well-known stand belonging to 
the estate of Benjamin Custard" where there was much greate r traffic. 
He and his wife, Eliza, operated Custard ' s under the name of Carl's 
Tavern for two years, and Eliza continued two years more after Isaiah 
died . The ferry is ma rked on the 1873 Witmer map of East Vincent Town
ship although it had been scarcely used for many years. 

These are the ea r ly taverns of the Vincents and Pikelands. There 
were later business ventures, none of as much impact as the above ex
cept , perhaps, th e Gene r al Pike which was just over the townsh ip line 
in Charlestown Townsh i p . John Motgan first applied for license in 1812, 
and Thomas Mason made immediate and st r ong remonstrance against it. 
As no t ed, Mason started at Custard ' s Inn with the name Compass & Square 
He had moved to a well established stand in 1~ on Nutt's Road, from 

126. FPCCr files. Natiooal Registration , ''Kinbertoo Historic District. " 
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which he made his complaint against Morgan ' s new venture. 

"[1b:Jnas HasonJ ... respectfully represents that he has been infonood a 
petition has been presented to your OOrors , by John /1)rgan ... to keep 
a tavern, at his house in the t~ip of OtarlestCMI. on the road 
leading fran PhiladelJitia to Reading - That prenises .. . is within cne 
quarter of a mile of the house of )"OUl" rmcnstrant, ...uich is an old 
established stand kIo.n by the sign of the ''Spread Eagle. " (Mason had 
bought in 1808 the stand he had rented in 180'+ .] - that the said nun
as Mason has lately expended IlOre than one 1hJusand &:lUars in putting 
up Sheds and other repairs for the accarm:xlation of the P\Jhlic - that 
he paid an enhanced price for the property about four years ~, in 
o::nsequence of its being a tavern stand - That if a licence sOOuld be 
obtained for the house of said ~rga"I it \oIill greatly injUre his pr0p

erty and decrease its value .... " 

Mason's Petition Against made Morgan reapply, which he di d immediately 
with a few added signatures (notable among them - Matthias. Joseph, 
Nathan and Jacob Pennypacker, sons and grandsons of the Mennonite 
bishop). A license was granted to both Mason and Morgan. 

It may be noted that most of the active and the earliest taverns 
were located along the roads in some way leading to Reading or Lan
caster . Th is declares that there was considerab l e public traffic 
moving along the river. The exception was The Yellow Springs. which 
created its own patronage, as well as an alternate route to both 
Reading and Lancaster. It also underlines that there was much busi
ness ~n these townSh i ps long before land titles were ava ilab le. 

Many small "oyster salons " and "Mom and Pop" eaterys sprang up 
and as SUddenly died out allover the area after 1840. Several of 
these were in Birchrunville which reached an apex at the turn of 
the 20th centurr . The reader is referred to "A History of West Vi n
cent Township" 27. for an accounting of these . 

127. West Vincent Taxpayers' Ass. & Green Valleys Ass . : FA : Eldridge, Eli%. 
A History of Yest Vincent TCMlShip. 1977, Birchnnville. 
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CHAPTER VI MI LLS AND I NDU ST RiE S 

It is easies t t o find the mills that developed in the area 
by following the streams, for mills needed water more than roads. 
The earliest mill was frequently set off in a meadow by a stream , 
creating the road to it by constant use. The Vincents and Pike 
lands were well watered with the French and the Picker ing Creeks 
and their tributaries. The latter stream was named in Charlest<M1 
Township for its ea r ly explorer, Charles Pickering, and carried 
his name into its headwaters in Pikeland and Uwchlan townships. 
French Creek was so called beca use the whole Coxe tract wa s loc
ally referred to as "the French Tract", car rying the name into its 
headwate r s. (See Nutt ' s letter to Surveyor General c.17JO.) The name recog
nizes the attempt by Coxe and Company to settle French Huguenots 
on the tract. Nut[' s letter indica t es that the scheme was well 
known and remembered long after Coxe moved on . 

It has been said the name, French Creek, was an alliteration 
of Friends ' Creek for the inhabitants along its banks . In truth, 
there were more German Lutherans, Reformeds and Hennonites along the 
creek than Quakers . The Indians had called it Sankanac, meaning ''Flint 
Stream . " A sununer church camp near Pugh town continues the name. For 
a brief period, abou t 1705 , the stream was ca lled Vincent River, but 
the French associa t ion continued on. No basis for the persistent 
use of Vincent ' s name in township and wa ter course has been found. 
Coxe ' s influence was much stronger and lasted longer, even Thompson's. 
Thomas Willing and The West New Jersey Society were well known to the 
settlers as the men who granted t heir land titles , but their names 
a r e not memorialized. Willing called his pur chase "Westover", reach
ing lengthwise southwest from the Schuylkill River to Uwchlan Town
ship for 10,(0) acres along the Coventry and Nantmeal lines . But that 
name is only found in deeds and an occasional farm. 

The earliest mills were saw and grist or corn mills, and were 
usually a joint opera t ion, making use of a single dam with double 
(divided) race system . Because the saw mills were water powered, logs 
were brought to them ; l ater , with gas and generator - powered saw mi lls, 
the mill could move easily to the wood lot. Cider mills were also a 
frequent adjunct operation to the grist mill. The early mills were 
always driven by wooden gears and a large wooden waterwheel. Iron 
wheels, and even tually iron gears, replaced wood wheel s and gears. 
Similarly, turb i nes (the...neel laid flat in the water) replaced some over
shot, undershot , or breast wheels. A few wooden geared mills have 
s urvived, most notably the Hill at Anselma in West Pikeland Town
ship , although its wheel is iron today. 

There is sate indication that Coxe ~ly tried to influence DIlle 
Mary Vincent after the Knight ' s death by 1tBIDrializing the Vincent 
naIE. If att sq>t it was , it fail ed. IboIeYer, sane surveys as late as 
1738 cart')' on the naIE Vincent River. Thereafter it was Freoch Creek. 
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WEST PlKELAND TOWN SH[P 

The early date and largely original condition of this 18th cen t ury 
mill provides the central importance of the Anselma Mill District. Its 
present exterior is almost identical to that when it was built in 1747, 
and the interior retains most of the original hand hewn beams , [loor 
boards , and milling machinery with replacements being o[ the same type. 
It is a complete visual document o[ t he local mill wh ich was an integ
ral part o[ every settlement, essential to the ag ricultural and commer 
cial growt h o[ a region. The importance of this mill continued through
out the 19th century as the railroad and new buildings - store , c reamery. 
ice house, etc . - also fed local commerce and carried the flow of trade. 

In 1747/8 , there were fifty taxable properties in Pike land Township 
and no convenient mill to serve them. In that year, Samuel Lightfoot 
built his mi l l . Light[oot was one of Pikeland's earliest settlers, hav
ing arrived in 1725; as he prospered, he became one of its wealthiest. 
Samuel died in 1777 leaving 400 acres to his sons. William, fourth son 
of Samuel , an d William's sons, David and Samuel , ran the mill until 1812, 
when it was sold . (See Chapter VIU [or fanily history.) The mill changed hands 
several times before it settled in the capable ownersh i p of Elias Ober
holtzer in 1859. In that year, Elias bought the mill and property from 
the Sheneman family and put his son, John, in charge . 

As early as Pike land taxes were enumerated, 1747/8, land above the 
Lightfoots ' property had been occupied and farme d by the Packer family. 
James Packer signed many documents for The Pikeland Company. When it 
came time to purchase in 1790, Packer heirs had interests elsewhere and 
assigned their claim in 1794 to John Beidlar (Boydlar. Beitlar). John 
Beidlar may have come from the Hereford/Boyertown area o[ Berks County. 
Beidlar erected a large , commercial-sized saw mill on the creek , one 
of the few without a gr ist mill. He actively ran a large business, 
sending lumber to Philadelphia markets. His trade s peaks to the amount 
o[ large timber covering the Pikeland hills in 110}. His son , Joseph, 
continued the trade. The third generation, however, finding the qu~n
tity of timber greatly reduced, sold the property t o Elias Oberholtzer, 
a neighboring farmer, in 1753. 

Oberholtzer built a steam grist mill on t he saw nill site with 
the latest machinery of the day. Later. when the new mill burned from 
a s park from the fire ' s ashes, the Lightfoot mill went on a twenty
four hours-a ··da y schedule . and a night miller's house was built close 
to the old mill . Elias rebuilt his steam powered mill which operated 
until 1928. His son-in-law, Wilmer Pennypacker managed it unti l 1886 
when he retired to West Chester where he died in 1920 from the effects 
of a fall from a street car. Pennypacker's son-in-law , Isaac Newton 
Sti t ler , operated Vernal Bank Mills until 1927. A cot:llllercial-sized ice 
house was built between Byers Road and the Pickering Valley Railroad 
by Pennypacker (Elias Oberholtzer had dropped dead in 1877 while work
on it). and the ice sent to Phoenixville .by Pickering Valley Railroad. 
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John Oberholtzer married Sarah Louisa Vickers, known as Sallie 
Vickers . She became a well-known poetess and wrote most of her early 
lyrical verse from the house at the bend in Rt . 401 - the miller ' s house. 
Through her families' activities with the Abolition Movement, she be
came acquainted with John Greenleaf Whittier, and received much encour-
agement from him. Her later years were engrossed with advancing the John & Sarah 
school savings plan idea . She became one of its leading proponents. (l)erlJoltzer 
heading an international movemen t in the schools. J ohn was the miller 
until he had a serious accident in 1871. He climbed onto the wheel to 
chop ice from t he frozen buckets when the wheel suddenly broke loose, 
the swing catching him between bucket and casing. In time, he recov-
ered, but with some disability. After that, he turned his energies to 
the potential of the si t e as a pivotal center for farm produce and c~-
ging farm methods. Many new products which grist mills could not supply 
were being offe r ed the farmer. John stocked them all. "Cope ' s Pure Dis-
solved Bone and Ammoniated Super-Phosphates" , "Peysson' s Pudrette-an ex-
cellent manure for Corn , Potatoes, and Vegetables". He di d a mail order 
business advertising in nearby boroughs and promised prompt filling of 
orders for 8uckwheat flour and potatoes. 117 . 

Always aler t to new and useful items, John Oberholtzer ins ta lled 
in 1878 one of the early telephones in the county. It went from his 
store to his house, about 100 feet , and, while a delightful curiosity 
t o the neighborhood, it was a prac t ical a ide to John, and one in which 
he saw a futu r e. 

The Oberholtzers sold the mill t o Allen Simmers in 1~ . having 
sold the feed store to Oliver and Horace Moses in 1884. They then mov
ed to Norristown with their two sons from where John became a success
ful Philadelphia grain merchant . John's knowledge of milling and agri
culture was invaluable in guiding him to new and better ways of t rans
porting and handling grain. In 1893, th e four Oberholtzers sailed for 
the University town of Goettingen , Germany, where they were /·oined for 
a year of study and travel by a group of Ches ter Coun t ians . I 8. 

Two other ea rly mills are found in Pikeland, one at the east end 
of Lower Pine Creek Road, where a saw mill firs t operated at least as 
ea r ly as 1764 with a grist mill not long afterward, and the othe r a few 
hundred yards downstream built by Andrew Whisler but better known as 
the John Krauser mill. 

First 
tel.,."... 

Land on which the upper mill was built had been held before 1790 
by John and Thomas Francis, 119. but title taken by John Cl i nger in 1795. 
Clinger bought 4&14 acres with a mill seat. A year later , the mills be
longed to Matthias Fox. Since the house and barn have dates t ones of 

Clinger/ 
tbses Hill 

1l7. The reader is referred to HistoTy of the Ccnestoga Turnpike for p-otographs and 
additional infomation about (l)erlJoltzers & later <M1ers taken fraa the National 
Registration of the property prepared by French & Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust. 

118. National Registration - French & Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust. 
119. Lot l SI on 1790 Pikel<:n::l nap. 
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1800 and 1801 respectively, they were built during Fox ' s ownership. J ohn 
Neiler owned it from 1810 to 1836, when he sold to Peter Evans for $5500. 

Peter Evans sold to Antrim and Joseph Morgan in 1850 who lost it to 
creditor and neighbor, J ohn Moses. It remained in the Moses family un
til 1926, when the complex wa s bought by J oseph Clement , fathe r of t he 
present owner. After the mill burned around the Civil War years, it 
was rebuilt. After 1926, the up-and-down saw mill machinery was sold 
to the Smithsonian Institute as a fine example of the wooden-geared 
saw mill. The wooden works of the grist mill were bargained to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for use in the Landis Valley Museum, and 
in more recent years the remaining buildings have been converted to 
dwelling units. Neve rtheless, the blend of stone buildings, the bend 
in Pine Creek and the tall sycamore trees maintain a nostalgic aura 
of the days of the miller , the large da~ built by Moses, still splash
ing water over an ancient spillway . 120. 

Just downcreek from this long turning Moses Mill is another grist 
mill, most often called Krauser ' s Mill. The 1790 Pikeland map puts liS 
acres in the hands of Philip Clinger , but he did not take title. There 
was most probably some relationship between Philip and J ohn, but this 
has not been detet1llined. Andrew and Abraham Whisler (Wisler) paid for 
the land in 1192. Whisler is taxed as a miller, but sold the property 
in 1800 to Mathias Wortman (Wor~). Abraham Whisler, a resident of 
Charlestown, died in Ma r ch of lWi, as did Wortman, possibly from a 
contagious ailment of t hat year. Wortman's estate sold to John Harris 
who, with his son, ThOmas , held the property 37 years. The same Morgan 
brothers bought 21 acres with the mill in 1843 . They were real estate 
developers , not millers. In laSS , John Krauser bought the 21 acres and 
mill, and operated there until 1892. A grist mill was there at least fran 1792 
forward , probably a log mill. The Harris' built the large stone mill. 
Sometime after 1892, it was used to wash graphite and was never again 
used as a grist mill. 

In the vicinity of Chester Springs were two mills that no longer 
grace the countryside. Both at one time belonged to the Pennypacker 
family . Harmon, John and Benjamin Pennypacker, grandsons of Henrick 
Pennebecker, surveyor and miller along the Skippack Creek in Montgom
ery County , took up farms al ong t he Pi cke r ing in 1792, '94, and '96, pick
ing up titles from Pikelanders who had decided to move. Harmon Penne
becker bought the choice land which Thomas Mi lhouse and his sons, Thom
as , Jr. and John, had sold to John Harley in 1772. 

The Mi lhouse family had lived in Pike land since the earliest tax
abIes (1747), and are ancestors of President Richard Nixon. Thomas Mil
house arrived in America from Ireland in 1729, and settled near New 
Garden. Later, the family moved to Pikeland. They ea rly saw the con
flict arising under The Pike land Company, and moved to more secure 

120. National Registration<linger/'liJses Mill. French & Pickering Creeks Cons.Trust files. 
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PRIZER GRIST MILL 

Photo: c . 1915 - 1918 ~: Isaiah Reiff 
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lands, first in Uychlan, then on to Lancaster County. 
had operated an early store on either Lot #78 or #88 of 
map. 

John Hi Ihouse 
the Pike land 

The earlier of the two Pennypacker mills was built by Zachariah 
Rice (Reiss, Ryess) about 1767. It was built to clean clover seed as well 
as grind a little grist . Rice was a millwright. The use of clover as 
a cultivated crop was the beginning of a prolonged and systematic im
provement of agricultural practices throughout Pennsylvania. At this 
time, its use was being encouraged in Chester and Lancaster counties 
as a seed wort h attention. Europeans had recognized the beneficial 
effects of red clover in rebuilding soils , but its seed in ~erica 
was expensive, sometimes as high as $20.00/husheL Rice's mill provided local 
farmers with the needed commodity at a much reduced figure . 121. The 
clover mill gave its name to the road past the mill and Rice's house , 
presently Fox Meadow Farm . 

Zachariah 
Rice's 
Clover Mill 

The mill stood on the west side of the road , a few rods north of 
the smaller stone and frame house, which was the tenant house for the 
farm . .. possibly the miller ' s house. for Rice was not a miller. For lack 
of use and roof, the mill fell down 30-40 years ago , the last vestige 
of walls dug under c.I980 . John Pennebecker bought this property from 
Rice ' s assignee Gabriel Shuler who, in the interim between Rice's lea
ving and Pennebecker's purchase, had rented the farm and mill to his 
son, William Shuler. Gabriel Shuler lived in Montgomery County, and 
as a friend t o Rice agreed to market the property. Rice left for 
Perr y County about 1790 after Abigail, his wife, had died. A son , 
John, had preceded the father along with other Pikelanders . Penne
becker was already living in Pikeland, having bought Michael Hallnan ' s 
279 acres (Un 00 the Pikeland map), now the Mont gome ry School. John Penne
becker bought the clover mill in lacK) but died in 1801 before completing 
the transaction. His son, however, carried through the purchase and 
ran the mi 11 . 122 . 

John 
Pennebecker 
~ 

The second mill, now razed, was on Pikeland Road, upstrea~ from 
the clover mill near present Route 0113. It was built by Harmon Penn
ebecker between 1792 and 1798, using a mill dam and race that John Har
ley had dug for a saw mill c1785. Harmon Pennypacker's mill was demol 
ished for widening and relocation of Route 113 along with a wheelwright 
shop, a blacksmith and spoke shop, a saddler ' s shop and other buildings . 
Pennypacker's house, still standing on Pike land Road, had a woolen mill 
in the 1~, run by Abraham Pennypacker. It may have been attached to 
the house. After once thriving industry, this quiet spot, largely held 
under pr ivate easement and public township open space breathes softly 
of its once active role in the history of the township. 

121. Fletcher , S.W. ;;~;;;;;~~~;::;id~~~~" page 131. 
122. Natiooal Regi,,,,"" 
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Shunk/ 
!t'!rsch Mill 

Hany small business enterprises appeared over the centur ies in 
the region . Perhaps one remembered is the velvet carpet factory on 
John Young ' s farm on Pine Creek On the west side of Route ' 401. This 
was a water powered mill in the 19th century. Across the pike was a 
store with a ciga r factory in the lowland behind it. A creamery st~ 
at Opperman's Corner as well as at the Anselma Mill and one also oper
ated at Chester Springs after the railroad came through. A large cream
ery stood in Byers. Just over the north townshi p line on Route 11401 at 
Art Schoo l Road stood a general store on the COrner with a salol mill On 
the creek behind it. It was run many yea rs by S . S. Mosteller. 

EA ST P I KELAND TOWN SHI P 

East Pike land is watered mostly by French Creek with the final 
part of Stoney Run acrOSs its ext reme northeast end and Pickering 
Creek across the extreme west line. On the Pi ckering , at the cross 
ing of Pickering Road and Merlin Road (today called Merlin, a late nare),123. 
was a very early small grist and cide r mill with a salol mill a short 
distance down stream . The race ran in a short half circle under the 
road on the west side of the stream to reach the grist mill. Another 
dam down st r eam powered the up-and-down salol mill. The cider mill op
erated into 1930 as a water power and was never known to have been 
motorized. 

This land, leased by Conrad Sheimer durin g the Revolution and 
said to have ground grain for Washington's troops, was ' 34 on the 
Pikeland map . Frederick Sheimer, son of Conrad, living in Vincen t 
Township , took title to the land in 1792. The Sheimers had rented 
it t o George Emry since 1765 for [9/year, although Conrad Shimer 
was taxed for the trade of miller and 150 acres . By 1870, the grist 
mill was owne d by Evan L. Krauser and the salol mill by Granv ille S. 
Hartman who also ran a machine sho p and fo undry off the dam. 

An equally early mill was built by Peter Shunk many years be
fore 1790 . Shunk is the first person known to have used the mill 
seat offered by Royal Spring near its entry into French Cr eek. His 
mill race is drawn on the 1790 Pike land map. Samuel Hersch bought 
the mill and 591 acres (Shld had 165 acres) in 1796. Hersch was a mil
ler by trade and was involved in another mill near later Spring City 
as early as 1787 or before, wh ich he left about 1796/7 to take up the 
Sh unk mill . Hersch stayed on Royal Spring until 1812, when he par-

123 . Merlin gained official status with the post office in 1887 Ih!n Theodore Reed 
established a general delivery in his CQlIltry store across the road fran Krau
ser 's Mill. Ji':>rlin is the ::mallest of the ~ or falcoos ...tIich nare Reed 
picked out of a book. Clifton Lisle says: '"The ::maltest of hawks guests there , 
the tiny l'k!rlin or Kcstral, beautiful and trim, a very prince of birds." 
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celled off the mil ! with 15 acres to Abraham Hipple. Hipple sold the 
nex t year to James Ra lston who sold to Frederick and Benjamin Pr izer 
in 1837. Un der Shunk, Hersch and Ralston, th is mill gro und flou r for 
the Pike land set t lers and probably for the Revolutionary soldiers as 
well. The mille r 's house sets high above the mill and is said to be 
one of the o ldest houses in the Kimberton area. Some partitions are 
still unplastered plank. The ear l y Shunk/ Hersch lIlill was a one-anG
a -half story mill enlarged by Prizer to a two -and-a-hatf story mi l l 
in 1867. 

The Prizer brothers were of Ge rman descent, but born in t h is 
coun try nea r Ski ppack in the first decade of the 19 th century. Ben
jamin married Ca t harine Chance, daughter of Jacob Chance of Pa rker
ford in 1835, and spent six years at a milt in that area before com
ing to Kimbe r ton . His only surviving child, John, operated the mill 
after Benjamin retired . Benjami n had enlarged and repaired th e build
ing when a pa rt of the wall fell out while Hr. Pr izer was working in 
it. He t hen erected the building that remain s , alt hough again, for 
lack of a r oof this time , the walls have begun to crumble . As short 
as ten years ago , they were repairable. 

The mill remained in the hands of John Prizer until 1893, when 
he died, and t he property was assigned to Hichael Towe r s . J ohn Pri ze r 
built the second miller's house in 1878, adding Victorian touches a
round t he property. Under the Pr i zers, the mil l complex ran a gr ist 
mill, an up-and-down saw mil l, a cider mill, a wheelwright shop, a 
blacksmith shop, and included eight tenant houses, as well as its 
millers' houses, and carr ied on t he farming operations. It wa s sub
sequentl y owned and operated by Isaiah Reiff (1910) from Trappe , and 
so ld to J. Clark Dunmore (1927) of Charles t own Township. Both Reiff 
and Dunmore had to r ebui ld the holding pond and make s ubstantial re
pai rs to machinery . The mill closed its doors i n 1954 when truck
mounted mills went to the farmer rather th an the fa rmer to the mill. 124. 

Several of f-shoot businesses were run from t he strong water powe r 
of Royal Spring at this s pot. An overhead cable carri ed power from 
the mill pond to t he wheelwr ight and blacksmith sho ps whi ch we re on 
Hi ll Lane by French Creek. Later , when these shops had been separ
a t ed f r om the mill , a turbine was i nstalled at the lower level to 
c r eate atronger power with less fall , and a dam was tonstructed in 
French Creek. At th is poin t, it is thought that the cable wa s re
ve rsed to take power from Fr ench Creek and send i t to the mill in 
pe r iods of drought. The dam shows on the 1873 map in French Creek . 
Around this pe riod, Edward Hiller ran a machine shop and saw mill 
a t t his spot. Among regular business, ~Iiller made farm mach inery. 

124. Natiroal Registratioo . Prizer Hill ~lex. FPOCT files. 
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Potts & Hobart 
Slitting Hill 

1793 

Pikeland 
Iron Works 

OlriSMll's 
Mill at 
K.intlerton 

According to Frederick Sheeder's History of East Vincent Township , 
Potts and Hobart, brothers-in-law and of the Warwick Furnace Potts fam 
ily, engage d Henry Sheeder, Frederi ck's father, Clement Rentgen and sev
eral other families from Saarbrucken , Germany, to come t o America to 
make German steel. Potts and Hobart we r e e recting a new works on French 
Creek on 50 acres they had bought from Jonathan Rogers in 1791 . It lay on 
the lower part of Rogers' farm at the ex tension of Hickory Grove Road. 
The Germans protested strongly that the millwright was not making the 
building in a fashion that could produce steel, and were proved co rrect, 
for the necessary power was not produced. Thereafter, Potts and Hobart 
converted it to a Slitting mill and ran i t a scant fifteen years. 

Clement Rentgen bought t he Slitting mill a number of years later 
as an adjunct to his Pikeland I r on Works, but the mill was idled and 
never reopened. Rentgen's Iron Works was at the mouth of Royal Spring 
on land that Rentgen purchased of Samuel Hersch in 100 1. The precise 
location of the Pikeland Works has not been thorough l y documented but 
it is believed to have been in the bank between Hersch's grist mill 
and French Creek . Ren t gen obtained a patent for the making of round 
bar iron , lost the patent in a fabricated lawsuit by an employee and 
Chr istopher Knauer (See Sheeder's accotnc), but con tinued the process for 
many years with slight changes. The Pike land Works provided the fed
eral governmen t with ship iron for the War of 1812 and operated through 
t he lifetime of Clement Rentgen. Rentgen died in 1833 at age 79 and is 
bur ied in Old Zion's churchyard. Futhey & Cope say t ha t the remains of 
the Pike land Works could be seen in 1881 . 125 . The making of round bar 
iron wa s called wire drawing. Later, Rentgen perfected a method of 
ro l ling round iron but never applied for the patent . The idea flew 
t o England where a man named Co rt has bee n c red ited wi th its inven ti on . 
Rentgen's two surviving sons , Peter and Ch r istian, and his widow remained 
in Vincent presumab ly living on the farm in Wes t Vincent at the end of 
Ford Road. The 1873 map shows a ford across French Creek at this point, 
but a foot bridge by 1883. The cable or swinging bridge was still being 
used until about 1926 when it was destroyed in a flood and not replaced . 126. 

In 1796, at the crossroads by the Sign of the Bear, George Ch r isman 
built another grist mill. Chrisman, at the time, is noted "innholder". 
He had sett l ed with The West New Jersey Society fo r 227 acres i n 1791 , 
paying ( 960. It may be pre sumed that Chrisman ran the inn and hired a 
miller to ru n the mill. Chrisman died in 1812, leaving sons, Joh n , of 
Charlestown TOWnship , and Jacob, of East Nantmeal Township, as execu
tors. They sold 297 acres to John Snyder for (8100. Snyder was also 
listed " innholder", so it may be assumed he bought for t he tavern stand. 
Snyde r kept JO ac res with The Bear tavern , selling in 1815 the remainder 
to Enoch Walker , miller at Hoore ' s mill in Charlestown, and Thomas 

125 . Futhey & Cope , page 292 . 
126. Rentgen's steel was tried by the thited States Mint at Phi1adelJiiia and prcnc:x.nced 

''better than ever had care fran Europe. The Mint then used none but Geman steel 
for the die to coin ." Sheeder. 
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George, al so a miller. Walke r and George pa i d $34 ,(0). Snyder's adve r
tisement desc ribes : 

" .•. a large n.o--story stone hcuse, 5Qx38' , t\«) tenant houses, <ne n:erchant 
mill, in good repair, one sa.>-mi.ll, both 00 a never failing strean . .. with 
a <:O:q)lete dan; and there is fall enough to erect 811)' kind of machinery 
below the mills - <ne sti ll-house, tt..u stories high, a large stone bam, 
horse stables and sheds , stone springhouse. A L:inestone quarry and kiln .tl 127 . 

Walker and George reconveyed t o Emmor Kimber, bookseller of Ph ilade lphia 
in 1817. 

The sale to Kimber wa s to change the d i r ection of Kimberton eve r 
after. Kimber was obviously not a miller, alt hough he intended to 
keep the mill and quarry running, and he di d . His role was that of 
manager. Hi s chi e f interest wa s in establish ing a gi rls' boarding 
schoo l along the beliefs of the Quaker school a t Westtown. (See ~ls, 
Cllapter IV) By 1821 , Kimber wa s having financial prob l ems beca use of a 
$6 ,(0) con tribut ion pledged to The Pennsy lvania Hospital. His friend, 
William Stevenson, of t he city , bailed him out , and Kimb~r put the 
gris t mill up for sale. He installed the Burrall Cl ove r Machine in 
1824, a new invent ion, to sweeten t he sale. In 1830, J ohn Thomas, 
miller of Pikeland and perha ps a de scendant of the old miller , Ben
jamin Thomas, bought 17~ acres with the mill in Kimberton. Thomas 
may have been the operating miller since Chr isman died. 

Subseq uent owners and operato r s were Samuel Bertolet (1858-1881), 
Dav i d Gable (1881-1905), and Sylveste r H. Pennypacker (19Q5-1943). Beno
le t was a son of the miller Bertolet in East Vincen t. Gable was of 
Coleb rookdal e, Berks Count y who married Bertolet's widow , and reduc
ed the lot t o one acre . Pennypacker bought the mill and two o ther 
trac ts, and it is remembered today by elderly resident s as th e Penny
packer Mill more t han the Chri sman Mill. 128. Grinding was stopped in 1938 
and it wa s opera t ed as a feed store in 1939 and 1940 , and c l osed com
pletely in 1943. Today i t is the Kimberton Post Office . 

WEST VIN CENT TOWNSHIP 

Ch ri sman owned land lapping over the township line on the north 
boundary of his 227 acres, on which was a small dam and race leading 
to his Kimberton mill. This powered his mill until the larger dam 
was made closer t o the mill . I29 . The early mill pond served not only 
Chr isman' s mill bu t also an earlier small gris t and saw mill. In fact, 
the mill p:tnd bel oneed to the ea r ly mills, but when it came time to pay ar-

127. AR. 8/8/1815. 
128. To the mill student, the nate Pennypacker ccnfuses this mill with earlier Pemy

packer mlls in OlarlestcMl and Clester Springs. 
129 . The lower of the present twin p:lOds in Kinbertoo was built by Or. ElIrer Gotwals 

in the 1920s. 
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8enjanin 
Thcmas mill 

Ab,_ 
Buckwalter 
mill 

Garrett 
Bnmbaugh's 
mill 00 

Birch Run 

rears to The West New Je rsey Socie t y, t he wi dow and chi ld ren ~ to ~ 
a smalle r parcel and coo perate with George Chr isman . (See West Vincent 
1790 nap) This mill had been operated by Benjamin Thomas since at least 
1765. Thomas paid count y tax in that year and in 1768 , his grist and 
saw lIIill is enumerated with 90 acres . In 17%, Eli:i!:abeth Thomas , widow , 
and her children took title to this nine acres with the mil l. A farm 
on Pugh town Road between Edward Bell and Nicholas Holderman , for which 
no record of title ha s been found, seems to have been conside r ed to be
long to Benjamin Thomas for the s urrounding fa rms list him as bounder. 
The nine acre mill sea t seems to have r emained independent, for Abra
ham Buckwalter used the seat fr om I8JO through 1875. 

Samuel Hersch , growing older , had left the grist mi ll at the mouth 
of Royal Spring in 1812 to move to the old Benner place above Thomas ' 
dam on Royal Spr ing . Hers ch built a s aw mill here and died a short 
time l ater. Bu ckwa lter, a millwri ght by trade, tebuilt t he saw mill 
af t er 1830 , pu tting a machine shop on a second floor , and named it 
Royal Spring. Buckwalte r was also a machinist. 

The earliest mill in West Vincent Township was that of Garret 
Brumbaugh (B~) at the lower en d of Birch Run where t he Penn leases 
(1744-46) show Brumbaugh and Christi an St rauIII on 134 acres (synonomous 
with Buttonwood Farm and the property nex t upstream on Birch Run) . 
Straum was probably the miller . Lightfoot ' s su rvey notes the spot 
as Garet Brownback's mill in 1741. Brumbaugh's 1757 Will devised a one
half interest in t~is gri st and saw mill to son-in-law , Freder ick Bing
aman. Frederick and Ma ry Magdalena had set up housekee ping at that 
spot. 130. 

Sheede r credits the building of th is mill to "F r ederick Bingaman, 
fathe r of the late old Freder ick Bingaman, a millright by trade ... ... 
J udge Ralston eventually owned the property and "erected all new 
buil dings .. 131 . fo r his son, William and wife , Mary Heffelfinger. Both 
the Judge and his son died in 1&25 . By 1845 , Sheeder r epor t ed it vacant, 
"the best !leat on Birch Run, and no th ing left visible exce pt the head 
and tail races. " 

In 1810, Ralston sold thirteen acres t o Conrad l·liller presumably 
with the mill sea t. There were two Con rad Hillers liv ing in close 
pr oximity at the same time, one the son of Dinah and Nicholas Mille r 
and the othe r the second son of John Adam Miller. This Conrad was 
the son of Dinah and Nicholas. Actually, the parents bought it for 
their son, and sold it to him in 1&23. He IIDrtaged i t to "old" Rachel 
Brownback, widow of Benjamin. Their transaction reads "mill now 
being erected by Andrew Spear and Conrad Hiller." 

130. The Bro.rilack genealogy placed Garrett's first abode '\.here he built a mill" at 
the SOJthem rost tip of eo...erttry . If this is given credence, it rreans that the 
to..nship divisim line was misplaced oo...n creek as far as Birch RLm. , a distance 
of 2\-3 miles frem its present p>int. 

13\. A later mill mst have been erected for the 1873 map shcMl Abranan Stauffer & mill. 

8 1. 



BIRCHRUNVilLE SAW AND CRIST MTI.L 

Post canl - e . 19OO 

''Icdx:onJ'' Post canl e. 1910 



Albert & Amelia 
Massey 

(Origioally part of t:be 
David Ituy' s/IIost 

.......... -"",,> 
Atto: c .l885 

}og & stone Whelen 
Ho.e originally in 
Vincent Twsp., part 
which became Uwchlan 
in 1726 . 

Ulg Inlse ~ beoeath 
sidi.ng \ho aDcing ...ay for new 
blj ldi'@. Bam still stands . 
ncar Hall's bri.d&e. Ih>to: c .l965 

CoJrtesy: Cocal jrn Histori.cal. 
Society. 



Above the Brumbaugh mill, there were numerous mill seats. In 
the heart of Birchrunville, a saw mill was erected in ISO) or '(¥., 

run by Jacob Frock who lived nearby . After he had cu t all that he 
wanted from the h i llsides, he sold the 70 acre farm to Jonathan Rog
e rs and his two sons, Charles and J oseph. The Rogers built a grist 
mill on the same site in the summer of 1811. This was an adjunct pur
chase for the sons, for Jonathan had no intention of selling the 
homestead. Typically, it had one pair of buhr stones fo r flour and 
one pa ir of Count ry stones for co rn meal and cattle feed. 

With little storage capacity, farme r s brought their grain and 
waited to take home the flour . Operating on demand , it migh t lay 
idle fo r periods at a time. In between grinding or sawing , Rogers 
was a fa rmer. Rogers also added the front sec t ion to the small Welsh 
co ttage that had been home t o Morris and Lettice Evans many years be
fore him. Char les was the miller and a bachelor . After the parents 
died, J oseph decided to move to Pendleton, Indiana, in 1834 . A broth
er, Benjamin , followed, and Charles intended to, but an attack of 
"bilious colic" (appendicitis) claimed his life i n 1836 in 36 hours . 

The mill was operated fitfully by George Rinewalt and Edward 
Davis, Esq., of Charlestown Townshi p, until 1846 when it was purchased 
by John and William Kinzie, father and son . For the first time, the 
mill operated on a r egu lar basis. It had come under the best years 
it was to know. Many deeds of the day bear the designation "on the 
r oad to Kinzie's mill." John Kinzie died in 1853. but William carried 
on unt il 1866 when he and Mary, his wife, retired to a smal l farm in 
East Nantmeal Township. Thomas B. Dewees purchased the mill in 1880. 

Dewees was one of the most dynamic , but quick-silverish, charac
ters Birchrunville was ever to know. He wa s not a miller and had no 
inten t ion of be coming one. More than any thing, he was a merchantl 
storekeeper. Full of energy and new ideas, he moved quickly from 
one place of business to another, always somehow keeping a foothold 
i n Birchrunville wh ich he regarded as "the hub of the universe." 
Born in 1847 on h is father's farm in West Vincent Township (present 
~s ~), he enlisted a t age 16 in Company F, 12t h Pennsy lvania 
Mil itia of Emergency Hen in 1862, and re-enlisted in 1864 as First 
Lieutenant of Company E, 4Sth United States Colored Infantry . His 
regiment saw duty on the Rio Grande , and was dischar ged in 1865. 
He called the Regiment "Gentlemen of Color. " 

From 1865 to 1919 when he died, Dewees dealt in dry goods and 
grocer ies, Western Bonds, securities and Mortgages . hardware, drugs. 
boots and shoes , as well as was postmas t e r much of the time and man
aged the Birchrun Mi l ls . He kep t the mil l in up-to-date repair at 
a sizeable e~pense. The mill never ran after Dewees ' time. It was 
di sman tled in the J9JOs. ])2 . 

1)2 . Evans/Rogers lbJse , Bam & Grist Mill. E.Cremers, typescript, 1988. 
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A third gris t mill on Birch Run was t he mill operated by Levi Wal
ley (Walleigh). This property was purchased in 1795 by Ab raham Sheridan 
from the West New Jersey Society. Sheridan was an innkeeper in Phila
delphia. He also owned property in Pikeland. There is no evidence 
that Sheridan kept an inn in Vincent, although his land was along the 
much used Indian trail known then as the Road to Philadelphia, now as 
Horseshoe Trail. It was intermittently referred to as the road from 
Pottsgrove to Turk's Head or West Chester . Sheridan was a leaseholder 
who never lived here. 

Immediately on taking his patent, Sheridan made a profit by sell
ing the 118 acres to Godfrey Gebler, who was probably ensconced on the 
land. Three years later, Gebler sold to John Mechem who had been a 
tenant on Thomas Lightfoot's farm in Pikeland. In 1808, Mechem con
veyed to William Reed, son of Charles Reed, mi l ler of Uwchlan Township. 
Whether Gebler, Mechem or Reed built the mill is not known, but under 
Reed, advertisements up to 1830 read "on the road to Reed's MilL" 
Charles Still bought the mill in 18J9 and Levi Walley, of East Nantmeal, 
owned it from 1859 to 1877, aften/hich Jacob Paul, son o[ Henry Paul, took 
title (1878). 

The fourth mill mentioned by Sheeder was that of Henry Paul, slightly 
later and only a short distance above Reed' s mill. The first purchaser 
was Philip Miller who bought 98 ac r es from the West New Jersey Socie t y 
in 1799. He died about 1816, leaving a widow. She sold 23 acres with 
the mill seat to Henry Paul and John Rhoads. Henry Paul came [rom 
Skippack to run t his business as a joint venture in 1817, but Rhoads 
died the next year. It is unclear whether the clover mill was purchas
ed as such in 1817, or whether Paul and Rhoads built it . Rhoads also 
left a widow and small children. Paul assumed all responsibility and 
ran the mill until 1862 when he died. His heirs sold it to William 
Eachus, scion of a well - known milling family of Goshen and Bradfo r d 
townships. 

the 
There were other 
1873 and 1883 maps. 

mills on Birch Run many of which 
The above were the early mills. 

can be seen on 

Three mills were in the northeastern end of East Vincent Township 
at an early date, again indicating the very early settlement of that 
part of the township. A fourth mill was erected at present Spring City 
after lBOO. The earliest of these was the mill, built by Nicholas Kaiser 
at the mouth of Pigeon Creek in o ld Psrkerford. Kaiser purchased from 
Anthony Tunes (1\Jnis) in 1737 a large tract of 223 acres plus a five acre 
island in the Schuylkill. As he was a millwright, he erected a grist 
mill almost immediately , which shows on Lightfoot's 1741 survey. 

The early ownership of land around present Parker fo rd was taken 
by direct purchase of warrant, survey and Patent from William Penn. 
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It was then parcelled and resold as demand required. Anthony Tunes 
was the son of Abraham Tunes, said to be the tenant of Pastorius in 
1683 and se tt ling in Germantown . Anthony, a weaver in Germantown, 
took ti tle to several hundred acres*around 1735, but the land he bougnt 
had been under legal title since at least 17().'., being thought to be in 
Co\'entry Township (or Skoolkill District) . Several lots were sold (171]) to 
Edward S~out, who was a lumber merchant in Philadelphia, ~ the 
commercial aspect of the area at that time. One of the greatest con
cerns of both The West New Jersey Society and The Pike land Company 
was that their agentS protect the timbe r stands from being violated 
and wasted by unauthorized cutting . It was this long standing belief 
that they had lawfully purchased their properties, that led the Vincent 
tenants along the Schuylkil l to go to court one more time. (See page 22 
of this history) 'IIalOO8 the Schuylkill in Oiester County 

Several other activities also appeared at this site, some per
taining to the Schuylkill Navigation Canal period when a dry dock 
W88 oper8ted by t he Wilson and Hollowbush families . Wilson had mar
ried Henry Parker's only daughter and was heir to the Parker business
es . Peter Hollowbush was son-in-law to John Wilson. The temains of 
a canal aquaduct are also nearby. 

Along Stoney Run south of Spring City , stood two eighteenth 
century mills. Both were in e~istence before titles were available. 
One is at the southwest corner of Stoney Run Road and Route 0724; 
the second is at the end of Stoney Run Road at Pikeland Road. 

The first was on property leased by Conrad Haus (~) 
the 1741 Lightfoot survey. Shee der says Martin Shoenholz erected a 

"grist mill here but nothing of the buildings are visible".(1845) ilis 
statement is possibly corroborated by the Penn leases (1744-46) who 
show John Shunkholtz on this land. Martin may have been a son and 
the surname may have evolved or been misco pied over the years. The 
property is credited to one Peter Boyden on Wayne's 1773 survey . The 
building , which has served several purposes in its lifetime and is 
probably a rebuilding of a log structure, bears a painted date of 
1751. The earliest record, at this time, is 1787 when an Agreement 
with Samuel Her sch (the sare I<Ato went to the Royal Spring mill of Peter Stunk) 
was signed by John Ilaus for water rights. 

The second was a mill in Vincent Township with its tail race 
in Pikeland Township . It was first known as Pannebaker's until 1797 
with di t ches allowed to water Casper Snider's meadows in Pikeland. 
Will iam Pannebaker sold JO acres to John Koplen (]((Jpler) , a shoemaker , 
and to George Heebner. Koplen turned his [200 purchase price into 
£1150 for 20 acres after two years (1799), selling to Andrew Ortlip. 
Ortlip ran the mill until 1840 after which it was purchased by Wash
ington Reese, who was miller until the end of the 19th century. Fred
erick Sheimer (of the Merlin property, East Pikeland) ran one of these two 
mills at the end of the 18th century . 

84. 

Early 
land tenure 
along the 
Schuylkill 

Haus mill 
@ Rt . 724 
& Stoney 

"" 

Pannebai<er I 
Ortlip/Reese 
mill 



Yost Grist 
Hill @ 
Spring City 

French Creek. 

YOI.I\8 ' s Forge 
or Vincent 
Fo"", 

Perhaps the only mill built directly on the Schuylkill River was 
the Yost Grist Mill at Hipple ' s Ford or Spring City. Erected in 1826. 
it ran a fairly short, straight race along the river to turn its wood
en wheel. Yost had bought much of the Royer property. Sheeder says 
Spring City was a wilderness only eight years before Yost'S purchase. 

The event of the Schuylkill Canal changed the 
scene vastly. Frederick Yost and James Rogers, two enterprising gent
lemen, started the commercialization. Rogers, on the lower part built 
a store, lumber and coal yard, a foundry and a Lyceum. Yost on the 
upper part, built a store, a coal, lumber and lime yard. a large store 
house and merchant mill. The mill and storehouse were in the corner 
of the abutment of the later bridge. (See page 99) The Yost mill burned 
in 1884 and was not rebuilt. 

French Creek provided seats for heavier work such as the early 
Branson/Young Vincent Forge which had three fires and two hammers in 
1760. It may have been operating as early as 1740 for Branson's experi
mental steel works . 133. and as an air oven for putting a good edge on 
tools. Certainly, it was being operated after 1760 by Myrick and George 
David (the SII!'Ie Iohose tavern petition rrentiooed an accident) as related in Sheeder's 
account of East Vincent and in advertisements of the period. The David 
brothers experienced difficulties. and by 1766. they were heavily in 
debt - the debtor ' s list is long - and Myrick spent several years in 
debtors' prison in Philadelphia, pleading to be released so that he 
couLd payoff his debts, but his debt holders refused amnesty . John 
David, a younger brother ran the business until 1769 when John Young 
bought its entirety. 

The name Young (Jung) has many immigrants . which, without a good 
family genealogy makes it difficult to say from where John and Susan
nah Young arrived. They came with full knowledge of the iron business 
and with a seemingly good supply of cash for a young couple. In the 
twe lve years before John died at age 37. they built the stone house 
which stands today on Cook ' s Glen Road near the creek . built and im
proved all t he forge buildings, operated a grist and saw mill mostly 
for their and their workmens' use, and made a thriving enterpr ise out 
of the mill seat. Young ' s estate Inventory listed, among other items, 
4000 horseshoes, some at the mill and others at various stores on con 
signment. 

The Georgian house which they built shows an appreciation of 
architecture beyond the usual home - crafted stone house of the area. 
With a center hall, it was part dwelling and part office , the first 
floor being used as office and ' mess hall ' for the workmen with an 
attached kitchen behind the great room. The second floor. more elab
orately trimmed than the first floor, provided living quarters for 
the family with a finished third floor for the children . After John 

133. Willian Branson was o.ner of Reading Furnace and partner to ScmJellbtt @ Coventry. 
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died, Susannah managed the business with James Templin, a son-in-l aw . 
Henry Christman and Thomas Bull were appointed guar d ians of the minor 
chi Idren . 

The lands were divided between the sons , John and Geo rge, who 
was on l y e leven years old when his father died, and eventually all 
was sold. There were about eight hundred acres on several f arms when 
John d ied. It was advertised in 1791 as a forge, now with four f i r es 
and two hammers, grist and saw mill. Son J ohn went to innkeeping at 
the old Fountain Inn (South Coventry ~ip) on Ridge Road near Daisy 
Point, and George died a widower i n 1822 at age 52, He left one daugn
ter, Susannah, in the ca re of J ohn. 134. Although Vincent Forge waS 
sold in lSOI as a farm t o William Shuler of Pike 1 and Township, an oi l 
mill was continued. In 1814 to 1818 , the mill seat was ",sed by J .W. 
Dixon as a paper mill . The paper mill burned i n 1818. 135 . 

Just downstre am from Vin cent Forge wa s the Bowen Gris t Mill . 
It later became Frederick Sheede r' s farm on which he also built 
a paper mill. Around the early grist mill r ose George David ' s inn 
and Se bastian Keeley ' s inn . The Davids, sons of John David of (West) 
Vincent, were millers by trade . They firs t bought Bowen ' s property, 
tore down the log mill and built a stone mill. About 1760 , Myr ick 
so ld t he mil ls to his brother Geo r ge, and bought Branson ' s early 
forge. Keeley bought in 1767 the Bowen/David proper ty, added new 
buildings to t he mill, a pu lling mill and gun fac t ory and a large 
new stone house (west of the present Sheeder Mill mansion). Keeley kept 
a store as well as a tavern. Jacob Keeley, son of Sebastian, was 
a teamster during t he Revolut ion, keeping a team constant ly gath
ering forage for the army. Jacob died the day of the Bat tle of 
Germantown (1777). His wife, Elizabeth, continued his work and tavern 
thirty years after Jacob ' s demise. At the t ime of Sheeder's wr it
i ng (1845), there were six families at t hi s crossroad with 34 persons. 
Sheede r built the large barn standing today and the mansion house 
in 1835 . Three generations of Sheede r s operated the paper mill. 136 . 

Two smaller mill sea ts are found above the Forge dam, one built 
afte r 1808 by Samue l Bertolet and known as Camp Sankanac today, and 
the other at the weste rn end of Vincent Townshi p on John Titlow's 
land. Thi s was a bone , saw, c l over and oil mill built by Daniel 
Bucher before 1861 and known today as Camp lnnabah. Bucher bough t 
of Titlow in 1832 and sold t he farm in 1861, keeping one acre with 
t he bone and saw mill until 1887 . He also ran a feed s t ore i n the 

134. SUsannah was well educated but rot happy at her ~le's b::Ire. Wlen old enough, 
she petitioned for Jesse Evans to be her guardian . Evans/RDgers typescript. 

135. National Registration. V~t Forge. rn::cr files. 
136. Sheeder Mill history. FPOC1' files . 
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village of Pughtown. 137 . This little tract remained an active mill, later 
owned by George Potts and then Thomas 8. Dewees, until it drops from rec
ords about 1910 . 

Hoving downstream, east of Sheeder, the next mill seat was on the 
old Henry Christman farm. The race ran across the Christman meadow on 
the west side of French Creek from Wilson's Corner to Hallman's Road . 
It may have been a joint venture between Henry Christman and John Hause 
or John ' s son , Isaac Hause. John Hause's son-in-law Samuel Rowland was 
the next owner and miller. There was also a saw mill here and two 
houses. Ac r oss Hoffecker Road almost on French Creek was a stone 

after the Civil War. 

tenant 
Tool 

No and Knife Fac t ory operated by Joshua Edwards 
search has been made to date its operation. 
be seen . 

Some founda t ions can still 

The next mill is the aforesaid des cribed Potts & Hobart Slitting 
Hill, sometimes called the Vincent Slitting Hill . These, the grist 
and saw mills of the Vincents and Pike lan ds , opened the land and fed 
the inhabitants, making way for the following industries and cot ta ge 
employments . The very quantity of them declares the beehive of activ
ity that was found in the townshi ps . 

At The Old Mill 

Radiant day is slowly fading 
And the evening calm and still 

Gazing through the oak and wi!low, 
Stoops to hss the ancient mill. 

Listen to the d.:msel danc~ 
To the jig of feed and floor . 

And the water-..heel rewlving 
With a dash;.ng const.ant ~r. 

There is nusic in the rattle 
Of the tinkling...neat that falls 

In the ltJpper, as the miller 
Stops to heed the grislJnar\ 's calls. 

Yes, I love this shaded building 
lDve the flCMing strean and fl~rs, 

lDve to hear the busy clatter 
en the lingering sllllTll!r hours. 

M::Ire than all , I love the miller . 
For his sake I love the rest. 

Of this \<.Orld and its enchant:Jrents. 
I adore hbn as the best. 

Of these twilights I would weary 
If his voice care not to cheer. 

And this mill-life IoUUld grew dreary 
If my darling were not here. 

[Written by Sara Louisa (Vickers) Cllerholtzer. wife of .kltrI, lotIile living at 
the Mill at Anselua. Written about 1868-70. She was a p.lblished \X>Ctess . ] 

131. Frerch & Picker ing Creeks Cooservatlon Trust files. Mary &Jsenkill research . 
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Other industry in the townships was centered around open pit iron 
mining. In East and West Pikeland, West Vincent and Charlestown town
ships, iron ore of a limited commercial value was mined from 1840/50 to 
cl900. In the first years , it was sent to Monocacy Furnace Company near 
Pottstown, but most was secured by the Phoenix Iron Company and sent by 
wagon, and later by the Pickering Valley Railroad, to Phoenixville. 

In West Pikeland, where the largest concentration lay, there were 
nine specific openings, named for the farms on which they were worked: 

Isaac Tustin mine, first explored in 18SI, was leased to Monocacy 
Furnace Company until 1864, then to Phoenix Iron . It proved too 
shallow and was exhausted shortly thereafter. 

Prizer mine was leased in 1856 to Phoenix Iron and later to MonoC
acy who, after taking out a quantity, abandoned it because the ore 
l ay too deep for strip mining. It was later owned by Stiteler . 

Acker (or Enoch Jones) mines were leased in 1863 to Phoenix Iron and 
later to Monocacy. In 1882, it yielded 20 to 30 tons per day. 

Fegley mine was leased to Phoenix Iron in 186S and abandoned about 
1878 . It was owned by Samuel Fegley & Bros. and George Deery. 

Jacob B. Latshaw mine, south of Chester Springs, yielded two or 
three thousand tons of ore to Phoenix Iron after 1873. 

James Harvey mine on the Jones estate produced 1000 tons in 1881. 
Horseshoe Trail bends around it between Lower Pine Creek Road and 
Route 11113. 

Stiteler mine, owned by Phoenix Iron Co. was about JOO yards long 
and UO yards wide and is the largest open quarry in the r egion. 
It yielded f r om 5CXX) to 8(XX) tons of ore annually, but, it, too, 
was abandoned before 1883. 

Morris Fussel mine. near the West Vincent line, was leased to 
Phoenix Iron in 1880, but furnished only 250 tons of ore before 
it was exhausted. 

Orner mine was owned by Phoenix Iron and also yielded Plumbago 
(graphite) . It was opened about 1882 . 

West Vincen t had only two mines: 

John Mosteller mine was leased to Phoenix Iron Co . It was a low 
yield at a rate of 15 tons per day. 

John B. Stauffer mine was opened about 1880 and quickly exhausted. 
Phoenix Iron took out about 4000 tons. 

Iron ore 
mine IXlles 

East Pikeland had only the Raby mine near Kimberton . It was owned by Rev. 
Raby and sent most of its ore to S. Tilton's Plymouth Furnace at Con
shohocken. The mine was active until I88S, yielding about six tons/day. 
All of the above mines gave up a brown hematite ore in fairly shallow 
pockets, although the Prizer mine was abandone d for the opposite reason, 
its ores lying too deep to be prnfitable for mining at that time. 
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Discovery of 
gralflite 

Kaolin 
deposits 

Discovery of graphite, or plumbago as it was first called, was 
heralded by Joseph Hartman in 1875 when declared a find of the "clean
est, purest vein of plumbago in the United States ... equal to that of 
New Zealand . " This started the first push to open graphite mines in 
West Pike land township. Between 1877 and 1920, there were 32 compan ies 
that set up for business within t he eight miles from Byers to Kimber
ton, none of them ope r ating more than a few years without long shut 
downs or total closings . 

The Byers to Kimberton area is described by Arthur E. James as 
the center of workings in Uwchlan, Upper Uwchlan, East and West Pike
land and Charlestown. Unfortunately, grea t quantities of ore had to 
be mined to get a small amount of middle grade gra phite. Both open 
pit and shaft mining were employed and the industry rose and fell 
intermittently according to the nation's involvement in foreign wars. 
Graphite is an excellent lubricant, es pecially for military weapons, 
and the best graph ite was found in Madagascar and Ce ylon which in 
wartime became difficult, or at best precarious, to obtain. At those 
times, the Pikeland mines were activated, always closing as hostili
ties ended. It has been said that for every dollar ' s worth of graph
i t e sold frOm Chester County, several dollars were expended to dig it. 

Between the iron strip mining of the mid-to-Iate 19th century and 
the bulldo~er strip mining of the 20th century fo r graphite , a large 
area between Horseshoe Trail and Route ' 401 south of Route ' 113 lost 
its value as farmland, and lay idle and unused for a number of years. 
A good reforestation pro gram would begin to return topsoil to the 
scarred landscape and bring it back to the productive and beautiful 
condition it once knew. 

West Pike land explo red a few clay deposits after 1867 when kaolin, 
a potters' clay, was dug from the farms known as West Meadow and 
Spring Hill Farms. One digging is now a lake . This clay was used in 
the Phoenixville Majolica Works but was soon exhausted. Sheeder re
ported in 1845 that the fi rst pottery made "in these parts" was by 
Joseph Rogers in East Vincent Township on the north side of French 
Creek. A vein of "blue" clay can be found spo rad ically in that area, 
but it seems never to have been used commercially . 

Many small business enterprises appeared over the centu r ies in 
the region . Perhaps one remembered is the velvet carpet factory on 
John Young's farm on Pine Creek at Route 1401. This was a water
powered mill in the 19th cen tury . Across the pike was a cigar fac
tory in the lowland behind the present house (Iootlich was once a store) . 

"'. 

'!he infonnatioo on grathlte was taken fran the Secmd Geological Survey of 
Pennsylvania, Geology of a.ester Coulty, after the surveys of H.D.Rogers, 
P. Frazer , and C.S.Hall, Ed. by J .P.tesley . 1883 , HarrisbJrg. Also f[(lll 
informatim gathered for a brief review of the grathlte mines between 
Horseshoe Trail and 401 for the owners of property there . E.Crarers. 



P OWD E R MIL L S 

Probably the most noteworthy mill site was that in East Pike land 
Township where the Pennsylvania Natiooal Guard now resides. On February 
16, 1776, the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety resolved to build a state 
owned and operated gun powder mill for the Continental Congress. They 
authorized Clement Biddle and Joseph Cowperthwaite to find the mill site 
and supervise cons truction in a "remote part" not more than 55 miles of 
Philadelphia. They were given [1500 ($4CO)} to purchase a site. 13ft. This 
they did , but records do not show with whom they bargained, unders~ 
ing that in 1776, they could not have bought anything but a r ight to 
use the land . The 1790 Chew map locates ' 15 as "The Powder Mill Tract". 
Most surely, they did not buy it from Samuel Hoare, a crown Englishman. 
Possibly they purchased developmental rights from Casper Snyder or 
Michael Hartman who took title to the property by 1800. 

By the end of 1776, the Committee had expended [6200 (SI6,SOO) in the 
works . They built a mill, I02i'xJl'S" long which was powered by two 
waterwheels in the center of the building. Each breast wheel was IS' 
in diameter and 5 ' wide. A 14' shaft connected the waterwheels witha 
main gear, which in turn, powered three shaf ts working the stampers 
which incorporated the powder in six mortar trees. Each mortar tree 
was 28 ' long and contained 12 mortars measuring 12''x12''x17'' deep . Two stan
pers , 4" square by 12', incorporated the powder in each mortar . 135. By 
June of 1776 , an estimated 3CO)/4CXX) Ibs. of powder per week was being 
made, very close to the original expectations for the mill . 

A graining mill, 37i'x27i', had a waterwheel 10' in diameter. A salt
peter house and four drying houses (each 21 'x27 ' ) and a powder master's 
house comple ted the first set of buildings. 

In June, 1776, the CODDllittee arranged for a gun factory to be built 
at the same sit~ and a company of militia occupied the site. ~ Nichol
son. a Philadelphia gunsmith and file maker. drafted the specifications. 
They were: a boring & grinding mi l l for the barrels and 3 or 4 shops; 

a shop w/tools for forging l ocks; 
a shop w/tools for lock filers, with a forge for every 

ten lock filers to harden and temper the springs; 
a shop and tools for gun stockers; 
a casting shop for a brass founder; 
a shop with forges for bayonet s & steel ramrods, and 

work s for grinding and polish ing same; 
a forge for swivels, trickers, pins & springs; 
a shop where the guns would be put togethe r. 

Nicholson also requested a file cutter to cut the files over again, and 
a clerk who understood the hardware business . 

134. Clegg, HiriaD Kentucky Rifle Ass. Newsletter. ''French Creek in American History" 
135 . Salay. David L. Ptfm . ' 'ProcUct:icn of QJnpowder in ftomsylvania bing the Revolu

t ion". Oct . 1975,p.436. These details & the follMns facts are fran Salay's excel
lent article. 
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The British 
plunder 

Pott s' 
letter 

As Superintendent , he wanted a dwelling h:J.Jse, salary, [5 for everylOO 
guns IMde under his inspection , n.u apprentices and three se rvants, moving 
ex.penses for himself and family, and a horse to be kept at the factory at the 
ex.pense of the Camtittee for the use of himself and the clerk . Not a bOO contract. 

By December most of the above had been built and manufacturing e
quipment W1S ncved frm Philadelphia to the Powder Hill Tract. P.eter DeHaven 
gunsmith from Lancas t er, became manager. 136 . There were several threatened 
British raids which caused powder and supplies to be ncved towards Lancaster , 
and one serious explosion thought to have been sabotage, but possibly 
only a blunder. The mills were, however , finall y burned by the British. 
A report was given that it was entirely "waste, open and unenclosed, and of 
no use to anybody except as a ammn."137. DeHaven had hastily moved as nuch 
of the powder and stores as possible to Hummelstown beyond the Susque
hanna River where he continued to make powder for theContinentals. The 
gun factory was closed Oecenber, 1778, as the French Alliance impor t ed French 
guns aM the effo r t was not sustained by Congress. There are many accounts 
of the explosion and the powderwork s to which the reader is referred. 

As the new nation began pulling out of its post-war depression, 
the Powder Mill Trac t became desirable for its mill seat. As early as 
1779, Thomas Potts had sent a letter t o the Honorable Congress of the U
nited States of America which reads: 

"The Mmorial [letter) of Thcmas Potts of the Stat e of Pensylvania 
respectfully sto.oeth 

That a certain Tract of Land situate on the Waters of French Creek in 
the Comty of O£ster and State aforesaid was 9C11"etillE siree purdlased by 
and ~loyed for the use of the said States and a Po.der Hill with other 
~ts erected thereoo ... That the said Mill was blCMl up by Residents 
and all the other ~ts aftetwards destroye::l by the Coo.mty ... That 
)'OUt" lbrorialist being desirous of carrying on a Business ...nich would at 
once be of P\.Jblic utility and Private advantage begs leave to propose to 
Congress a p.rrchase of the Pranises provided it cruld be obtained in SUch 
Tine as to enable him to erect his Works before the present Season ex.pires. ,, 138. 

It is not known what use Pot ts intended, nor what response he r eceived, 
but he was an ironmaste r and capable of erecting any kind of iron work 
or provi d i ng Ordnance. 

The land was included in the she riff sale of 1789 and sold to 
Casper Snyder, Jr., a farmer, who in 1801 , sold it to Michael Hartman, 
a farmer of Franconia Townshi p, Montgome ry County. Hartman also pur-

136. It is '-"'lear ...nether Nicholsoo. was given the contract, or ...nether DeHaven was 5Up';?r

vising manager. DeHaven seens to have made all contacts with the Co.mcil of Safety . 
137 . Pe1nypac:ker. Amals of Ib:Jenixvi.lle, page 99.Also Pa.Arch. Series I, VII, 315. 
138 . National Archives, Washington, D.C. 9.18.1779. Itfm. H247 . r51 i41 v8 p. 78 . 
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chased Tract 114, which cay have been used by the government also dur-
ing the Revolution . Hartman ' s intentions may have been only land specu
lation for he was involved in other late purchases from Chew, Wilcocks & 
Chew. He and Snyder sold 45 acres to Jacob Rudy, a powdermaker , within 
the year. In 1007, Cas per Snyder bought back ' 15 (or repossessed?) and kept 
it as a farm until 1823, gradually expand ing and diversifying the mills. 

After Casper Snyder died in 1823, his only SUrVlVlng heirs, Henry 
and Thomas took title in 1828 . As Snyder's Mills, they advertised a 
linseed oil mill and a grist and saw mill. The oil mill had been built 
between 1830 and 1847 by Benjamin Hartman, as well as a mill to hull and 
clean clover seed. The Clove r Mill was turned into a two-family dwell
ing, and was torn away by Harmon Friday some time after 1847. As flax 
dwindled as a crop , the oil mill, whose walls still stand by the co ver
ed bridge, was converted to a spoke mill. Hartman also built the saw 
mill beside the grist mill. Apparently Henry Snyder was the miller, 
fo r in 1860 , after his death, an advertisement for a miller appeared. 
Joseph Fronefield answered and was hired. 

Sn",." 
Mills 

Clover , 
Oil, Saw 
6: Grist 
Mills 

Thomas Snyder kept the proper ty until 1878, when he sold it to Rapp's 
George W. Rapp. Rapp had worked at the mill under Josep'h Fronefield .11 
since 1867, the year after the covered bridge was built. 139 . George Rapp ~Ii. 
and his son operated the mill until 1920 when it was sold to Henry Supioc. 140 . 

In 1855, Dr. Levi Oberholtzer, a druggist in Phoenixville, bought 
a small piece of land on the creek from C .H . Yeager adjoining Snyder ' s 

Cberholtzer's mill tract. This was the upper part of fi 14 on the 1790 map which the 
heirs of James Starr patented in 1802. 141 . They sold t o Hartman who sold Powder Hill 
to Yeager. On this plot , Oberholtzer built a powde r mill. lie manufactur- ~ as 
ed a high grade of blasting powder for mining , then the only one in Ches- Kir.bert~ 
ter County. He ran the mill three yea r s when it exploded and burned. Po.der Mills 
Dr. Oberholtzer was the oldest son of Elias and Catharine Oberholtzer 
of Vernal Bank Hills of West Pike land , and brother to John Oberholtz~ 
of the Anselma Mill. 142. He leased a second site in 11on~-e6Uilty 
where, in conjunction with the East Pike land site, he e~pected to make 
S5CX) Ibs. of powder a month. Either the records have not corne down accur-
ately, or Oberholtzer's mill was considerably smaller than the Continen-
tal Powder Works, for Oberholtzer's 55CX) Ibs./imllth is substantially smaller 
than the Continen t al's 3-4CXXl/week. 143 . 

139. The covered bridge cost $3595 to build and is 105 ' long by 14 ' wide. Burr Truss type. 
140. The Rapp 's had lived in the area since before the Revolution. \..hen Arrcricans were 

asked to drink an herb tea instead of &iglish tea, Philip Rapp 8I"lWered in a letter to 
Gen. Wa:yne: "Il.nierstand that it is ~ted by yoo that ro roe drink any tea ...nich 
c:ates fran England. Instead .. yoo ~.uuld desire us to drink a vile potion ...nich IlUSt be 
brewed frem a certain ~ ...nidi grtMS in abundaoce along the banks of French Creek . 
This I will rot 00. Just because I prefer a good tea fran the tbther Coultry does rot 
rrean that I an in strict accord with the princi ples of the King. Therefore, each after
noon at 4, I will continue to 00 as 1 see fit." tbrris . Daily Rep.!l>lican . 10 . 18.1962. 

141. Patent is in nare of J~ Starr et al. W2-IIB. 
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The Continental Powder Works were not the first powder mill in the 
area . Vincent Township had a privately owned Revolutionary powder mill. 
Until Hay , 1775, Pennsylvania had perhaps the only operating powder works 
in the colonies . 144. It was the Frankford Hill owned by Oswald Eve . Earl 
ier powder mills of the 17th and 18th centuries had been allowed to fall in
to disrepair after the French and Indian Wars . A second mill at Norri t on 
soon joined the Frankford works. But together, they could not produce e
nough for the army . On January 17, 1776, the Pennsylvania Committee of 
Safety advertised for " such persons as are willing to erect Powder Mills ... 
are desired to apply to the Committee of Safety who will lend them Money, 
on Security, if required, for that purpose . ..... Six proposals were receiv
ed, among which in Chester County was Thomas Heimberger, listed a powder
maker. Heimberger does not appear in Vincent records except at this time; 
it may be presumed, therefore, that he leased the site or worked in coop
eration with a terre tenant. In June, 1776, an inspector, John Ladd Howell , 
reported: "His mill is 36 'x30', ~red by a 16' overshot watel."\Oheel. The wheel 

turns tIoU 22 ' shafts, each working 18 stlflllE!r5 . Two m;)rtar trees, 
20' long, had basins 12''x9''x16'' deep. He also has an 18'x20 ' dry 
house ."145. 

The Committee advanced Heimberger £250 to build his mill, 2OCX) lbs . of 
saltpeter, and a load of sulphur. This mill operated throughout the war. 
Being one of the smaller mills, its production was not large , but notable 
when combined with other small mills. The walls of Heimberger's mill are 
still visible in a crumbling state on Bi r ch Run . This mill was not noted 
on the British Spy Hap of c1776 . Apparently, the British did not consider 
the small powder mills worth their time, for none but the Continental Mill 
are noted. 

Sheeder's History of Vincent reports a powdermill around Brick Run 
in the genera l area of the above mill. Brick Run is a short tributary that 
comes down Saw Hill Road (West Vi.rx::Ent) into French Creek between Sheeder Hill 

~ Road and Cook's Gle n Road. He says he bought powder there in 1792. Whether 
B'ck "----or......nQ.LthiS is the Heimberger mill continued or a different mill has not 
~ ~~V) been deth-mi-ne.!l . It would seem most probable that Sheeder is referring to 

. . a part of the Keel:eY_ l2..ulling mill and gun factory that may have adapted 
into a powder mill, or j)lrssibly where gun powder was sold rather than !lBde. 

142. Newspaper iterm spell ~ nane Overholtzer . ltlwever, the sign above his store 00 

Bridge & Sank Streets" Phoenixville, read, ' 'I..evi <berholtzer, \oh:olesale & iU!tail 
Drugist ." 

143. AR . 12 . 23 . 1855. 
144. Salay. Page 423. 
145. Ibid . Page 433. 
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CHAP TE R VI I TRAN SPORTATION & VILLAGE S 

First entry into the narrow, rolling valleys of northern Chester 
County was by the Schuylkill River , a Dutch word meaning 'hidden riv
er,' used because the mouth of the river was obscured by tall reeds and 
overhanging trees. There were Indian trails through the area, travel
led mostly by hunting parties or trans ient Indians moving from one 
settlement to another. From earliest white trespass, the Indians' 
trails had been used as the most direct avenues to inland regions, 
return trips made , as much as possible, by cr ee ks and r ivers. 

Yater travel was slower than horse, but much more comfortable . 
However, once off the streams or back from the rivers, the only mode 
of travel was by foot or by horse. An ordinary horse could make 
thirty to forty miles per day by daylight . The necessity of a horse 
to survival in the wilderness in the 17th and 18th centuries caused 
severe penalties to be laid on horse stealing. A man caught steal
ing another man's horse was pilloried for one hour, publicly whipped 
39 lashes "on the bare back," and have one ear cut off and pinned to 
the pi llo ry for the first offense, the same treatment and the other 
ea r cut off for the second offense , and branded "H. T." on the fore 
head for the third offense. 146. It also brought about the formation 
of organi:tations such as "The Lower Merion Socie ty for the Detec tion 
and Prosecution of Horse Thieves and Recovery of Stolen Horses," 
which still exist today, although they have become a light-hearted 
opportunity to gorge on a bountiful dinner . 

An occasional home remains whose orientation is toward the riv
er or creek. Most early houses and barns faced south for warmth, or 
at a 45 0 angle to the compass t o better spread the daylight hours. 
All early deeds in Pennsylvania carried a 6% allowance in their des
c r iptions for roads, which were to be provided and ~intained by each 
landowner through or around hi s property. The flow of travel, never
theless, di ~tated the eventual placement of thoroughfares. Just as 
mills caused roads to be beaten to t hem, industry and centers of pop
ulation caused a network of connecting transportation routes . The 
actual mean s of transportation was as evolutionary as the i ndustries 
and ac t ivities that created the need. 

A reminiscence written i n 1889 by Susan Sidle , then 87 and the 
oldest resident of Parker ford, related her grandmother's semi-monthly 
tri ps by horseback to Philade lphia. Twice a month, Susan's grand
mother, Susannah Parker, would rise early, having pr epared her pro
duce the day before, saddle her horse and balance a pannier or mar
ket "wallet" ac ross the saddle. The wallet had a butter box on each 
end, topped with ca refully p~cked eggs and a few dressed chickens. 

146. Hirutes of the State of Pennsylvania in General Assedlly, Oiapter·Q.V. 3/10/1700 
"An ICC to i.ocrease the lUlishJB\t for horse stealing." 
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Thus packed. Susannah would tie on her bonnet and climb into the saddle, 
ready to start for Philadelphia . Un l ess bad weather threatened, she 
would not try to sell along the way, for the best prices would be had 
in the ci ty. Susannah could reach Philadelphia by noon - one or two 
p .m. at the very latest - and sellout in a few hours. The evening was 
enjoyed with acquaintances where also she cou ld l odge overnight, making 
the return trip the next day. There would be some small t reat tucked in 
her basket for the family at home. Grandmother Parker enjoyed these lei
surely , pleasant journeys. and never tired of telling her grandchildren 
about them . 141. 

Most travel was done by individual horse and rider, but an occasion
al ca rr iage reached the Pikelands, Vincents and Coventrys enroute to Potts
town, Reading or Lancaster. Roads were not really ready for the light
wheeled phaeton of the city . More of ten, it was the heavy two-wheeled 
cart or sturdy four-wheeled dray that traversed the rutted roads. Pike
land, however, drew a fancier clientele because of the Yellow Springs 
and later French Creek Boarding School where s t agecoach arrivals and 
departures were a re gular occur(~nce . 

The Sign of the Bear (~rton) and Yellow Springs served as junction 
and terminus for an assortment of Stagecoach Lines at various times. The 
first record found of a regular stagecoach service is in 18[B; however, 
coac hes had been arriving from The Paoli and from Philadelphia many years 
in advance of this date. The 18 18 advertisement was the "Philadelphia 
and French Creek Coache !:. , " offered by Mr. James Elliott. It left the 
Shakespeare Hotel at Chestnut near Sixth in Philadelphia "every Tues
day, Thursday and Saturday mornings at II o'clock - by way of Herion, 
Gulph Mills , Valley Forge and Phoenix Iron Works, arriving at French 
Creek Boarding School at 5:00 in the evening." On return, the coach 
would "leave Joseph Conard's on the Boarding School Farm every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday morning at 8:00 o'clock . " The advertisement assures 
that "a sober, careful driver is provided. and passengers will be taken 
up in any part of the city that they may desire." The fare was $1.15-
"way passengers 6(:/mi Ie. ,d48. 

Next mention is in 1822: 

"NEW LIN! . The subscribers respectfully infOnD their friev:ls and the 
Public . .. that they have put on a line of Stages to Kinberton, wich will 
leave JIllES Watsons', fb.21 I'tlrth 5th St . • every Wednesday and Saturday 
IlOmings at 8 o 'clock precisely, and rw by the way of Valley Forge and 
Rloenix Works, and arrive at Kiroerton at 3 o 'clock sane day. The pr0-

prietors of this line have been careful in selecting first rate horses, 
and good canfortable stages, and are detel'1'l1ined to spare ro pains to 
accarm:date those lobo TNrj please to UM:lr thEm with their custQII." Rates 
were 15(: to Bird-irrliand, $1.00 to King of Prussia, $1.50 to K.imerton 
and $2.00 to Yellow Springs. 149. 

141. ~ttsto.u Ledger. 1889. Courtesy of Am TUdor. 
148. \JR. 5.6. 1818; 
149. \JR. 11.27.1822. 
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Another in 1822 places Kimberton on a r oute t o Yellow Springs: 

"SlM£R ARRAN»£NI'. Philadell*aia, !Wberton and Yell~ Springs MAn. SI'Ja . 
Will leave Daniel lobo. silVl of the t.Jnlln Hotel, M>.276 SoJ.th Market Street. 
PhiladelJftia, every 3rd, 5th & 7th days at 7 0 'clock , and arrive at J. Bones' 
Inn . Yel~ Springs about I o'clock san:! day; and re~, leaves J. Bones 
every 2nd , 4th & 6th days at 8 o 'clock and arrives at Philadelphia at 2 o 'clock 
sate day. All baggage at the risk of the ~rs. G:O. O. nDIAS."I50. 

By 1828, there was a new line of stages going from Philadelphia to 
Lancaster, via Valley Forge, Kimberton , Yellow Spr ings , Morgantown, 
Church t own and New Holland . It left at 4 a .m., breakfast at the Gulph 
Mills, d ine at Kimber ton , lodge at Morgantown, and ar r ive at Lancaster 
next morning. It went three days per week. 151. Th ere was a Pottstown 
Stage, too , which alternated the Lancaster Stage days, afford ing the 
traveller some leel1ay in coming and going. Both stage lines use d Kim
berto n Hotel as a junction. 152 . 

Occurrence of Kimberton on the Lancaster mail r oute is indicated 
in the news pa pe r report of a mail r obbe r y in 1829 near the first mile
stone on the Lancaster Road. It states that the Kimberton Stage was 
"attacked by three men armed with pistols who. after secu ring what 
money they could find on t he passengers (c.u in rudler) tied their hands 
behind their backs and o rdered them t o remain in t he stage for one 
hour a t peril of their lives ." The horses were then taken below the 
crossroads, made fast t o a fence near Elliott's tavern. The passeng
ers were released by a "countryman pas sing in a car t to market .. • It 
is probable that t he robbers in t ende d t o attack the g reat Lancaste r 
mail wh ich goes on the same r oute . The Ki mbe rton mai l is exceeding
l y small. A lady ' s fashionable bishop sleeve would hold twi ce its 
con tents in a week.,,153 . Stages continued f r om Phoenixville th rough 
Kimbe rt on t o Yellow Spr ings unt il 1871 . 

While stage routes were si te specific . i.e. , could go from point 
to point as they chose , the relative comfort and economics of wa t er 
travel and steam power had fascinat ed the engineer and industrialist 
since the earliest days of the colony . Early 18th century saw iso
lated ch annel improvements in the Schuylkill River , and i n 1731, Rob
e rt Morri s organized the "Socie ty for Improvements of Roads a nd In
land Navigat ion" - re a lly a lobbying effort. A Commission was estab 
lished in 1761 to clear channels , and subsequently the Schuylkill and 
Susquehanna Nav igation (with becare the lhioo canal), and t he Delaware and 
Schuy lk ill Navigation Company were chartered. In 1768. a p lan was pu t 
forth in the Pennsylvania Chronic le which cal l e d for state sponsored 

150 . VR . 6.26.1822. 
15 1. NorristcM'l Herald 6.25.1828. 
152 . /JJl. 1.22. 1828. 
153. AD MY. PI:lul.son ' s . The abc:rYe informatioo 00. stage lines was taken free Transp::lr

tatioo. in Kidlertoo. by David Ad.:m;, and generously shared for this history . 
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improvements to the Schuylkill River between Philadelphia and Reading 
by the construction of sixteen dams that were t o have good roads along 
their banks in order that flat boats could be towed by animal power. 
Strong opposition to any navigation on the Schuylkill was expressed by 
owners of established and valuable shad fisheries along its banks. How
ever, after the Wa r of 1812, t he objections were outweighed by the nec
essity for improved navigation due to the rapid settlement of t he ~r 
Schuylkill Valley. Growth of iron, textile and paper industries also 
provided impetus for a cheaper transportation system, heavy bulk goods 
being expensive to transpo r t by wagon. 

In 1815, the Schuylkill Navi gation Company was given author i ty to 
provide lock and slackwater navi gation along the waterway from Phila 
de lphia to Port Carbon, a few miles upstream from Pottsville. The 
total distance was 108. 21 miles. In the 108 miles, 619' of elevation had 
to be overcome , accomplished by 32 dams, 23 sections of canal, 109 guard 
and lift locks and one tunnel (at Auburn). Sixty-two miles would be cov
ered by open-cut canals, leaving 46 miles of navigation in the river ' s 
slackwater pools . Const ruction began in 1816 and was mostly finished by 
September, 1825. It was established by Philadelphia financiers headed by 
Cadwallader Evans and financed by sale of stock plus a big boost from Steph
en Girard Bank in 1823. The last short but rugged section from Mt. Car
bon to Port Carbon opened in 1828. 

The canal was immediately successful , so muc h so that larger boats, 
and therefore larger locks, were necessary within a few years . I nterest
ingly, the advancement of steam power rose almost simultaneously wi t h 
that of the canals, making fierce competition a factor demanding atten
tion. (A SteaD pcM'!red boat tr(M;'rsed the canal in 1826.) But steamboats were 
not the threat. Rail travel was . 

The Philadelphia & Reading Railroad was in response to a great deal 
of thought and statewide encouragement for both canal development and 
steam development . Elijah Pennypacker, a young scion of the Phoenix 
ville family who was appointed to the state Surveyor-General's office 
in Harrisburg in 1830, became influen t i a l in state politics. Through 
this appointment, he be came acquainted with the powerful Thaddeus 
Stevens. In 18J1, Pennypacker was elected t o the House of Representa
tives, where he took a leading role in the passage of important bills 
that furthe re d commerce , education and transportation. As Chairman of 
the Bank Committee, he obtained charters for the Bank of the Uni t ed 
States and the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad , both of whic h carried 
national importance . 154. In 1836, he became secretary to the State 
Board of Canal Commissioners, and shortly after. was appointed t o t h is 
Board , which was t he most powerful commission in t he state at tha t time. 
Pennypacker , with his friend and fellow Abolit i onist, Emmo r Kimbe r, was 
deeply committed to the success of both the canals and the railroad. 155. 

154. He also shaped, with Stevens , nuch of the Pub lic School Bill which created the can
I!aI or free school systE!ll. He was the Dmocratic choice for goveroor but declined 
because that party took no stand against slavery. 

155. Nati(D81 Regist ratioo. Wlite furse Fam. 1986. FPCCI' files. 



Funded by a cartel of very wealthy businessmen, the Philadelphia & 
Reading Railroad Company was chartered in 1834 . It was in operat ion a 
long the Sc huylkill by 1842 and in d irec t competi tion with the canal. By 
enlarging the facility , the canal was able to meet the railroad challenge , 
but the enlargements st r ained canal budgets. After an 1846 enlargement, 
the Company was never in as good financial condition as it had been. 
In I~, an Agreement was st ruck between the Navigation and the Rail-
road, dividing the coal trade 55%-45% i n favor of the Railroad. The great
est tonnage, by far, transpo r ted over the Navigation Canal was anthra
cite coal . In 1859, the yea r of maximum shipments, coal amounted to 
1,372, 109 tons ou t of a total of 1,699 , 101 tons. About 1400 boa ts , both 
company owned and privately owned, operated on the cana l in 1859 . Ton
nage was floated down the Sc huylkill Canal to Ph iLadel ph ia, and much 
of it moved on to the Delaware & Raritan Canal t o reach New York City 
and point s as far north as New London, Connec ti cut . Some shipmen~s 
went south to Wilmingt on and Baltimore where they could be transship-
ped to the Ohio River . In these years, the Sc huylkil l Cana l wa s suc
cessful far beyond all expectations . 

Afte r surviving seve ral major f l oods which ripped out canal banks 
and damaged locks , the cana l faced its most disastrous year in 1869. A 
six IoII!ek strike by coal miners in Hay and June al.n:ost ~letely stopped coal shiptB'lts. 
This was fol l owed by a serious drought which began in the latter part 
of July_ and cont inued until September 25, which further s topped ship
p ing . 156. Heavy ra i ns in late Se ptember made Shipping once again poss 
ible fo r sca r cely more than a week, when the greatest flood to that 
date swe pt down the entire length of the Schuylkill River Valley. 
Both Ra ilroad and Canal. were damaged severely. St r aining every muscle, 
the Navigation Company, with the financial help of the Railroad (for 
the Railroad could rot handle the tomage withoot the CanaI 157.) was operating a
gain by April of the following s pring . In 1870, however, the Canal 
s t ockholder s leased their company to the Philade lphia & Reading Rail
road, after which the Canal could on ly decline in importance . 

At thi s time. the Philadelphia & Reading Ra ilroad was fighting 
i t s own war with i t s compet i tor, t he Pennsylvania Railroad, the lat
ter having gained control of the Delaware & Rar i tan Canal . Gradually, 
the Reading Railroad closed the Schuylki l l Canal beginning at points 
above Schuy l kill Haven i n 1872, and above Port Clinton in 1888. The old 
problem of hydraulic se pa ration at the upper ports, which washed coal 
silt into the river, worked its way downstream , and was clogging the 
channel and affecting Shipping. The last re corded commercial tonnage 
was carried between Hanayunk Bnd Fairmount Dam in 1931. The c anal was 
maintained in reasonable condition until 1949 wh en the Company was di s 
solved, and the state began a de-silting project of the river. 158. 

156. So little water was had in PhiladelliJia at FaiIU'l)Unt Da:n that, against their Agree
IlEJ\t, the officials locked the sluice gates shut, making navigation ~sible . 

157 . One long train of canal barges could npve nore tonnage than one locarotive of that day. 
158 . National ~stration . Schuylkill Navigation Carpany, Oakes Reach Section. 1988. 

Schuylkill Canal Ass., Port Providence. Especial credit is given to Lam'~ ' .... 
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Building of the railroad line through Chester and Montgomery 
counties in the 18~ caused the river settlements to expand as in
dustrial sites with residential districts in close proximity. With-
in the bounds of this history, Spring City was the strongest site. 
From Phoenixville to Pottstown, the Philadelphia & Reading (\cn:J,.In as 
the Reading Line) laid its tracks on the east side of the Schuylkill 
River, whereas the Navigation had brought its canal up the west side 
from Phoenixville to Reading, cutting to the inside of the Schuylkill ' s 
many looping bends . The canal spawned several small accommodations a
long its banks for travellers, animals and boats. The railroad, how
ever, was a greater influenc~ even though it located on the opposite 
side from Springville. It caused the rise of a new town which took 
its name from the west side, Royer's Ford. Commerce between the two 
boroughs quickly demanded that a bridge be built. The first was a 
wooden covered bridge built in 1840. It was destroyed ten years later 
when the coal barge, Here I Come, was swept downstream from Pottsville 
in a storm and caught bridge pilings. Immediately replaced , the second 
covered bridge burned in 1884 with the Yost Grist Hill beside it. This 
time, a metal truss bridge replaced the wooden span. In that same year, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad was completed from Philadelphia to Reading 
and went directly through Spring City. Caspe r Snyder Francis was the 
foremost person in bringing this rail service to the town. 

Spring City was chartered as Springville in August, 1867, and was 
changed to Spring City officially in Harch of 1873. It had been grow
ing since the bui l ding of Yost's Grist Mill (1826) and James Rogers' 
Foundry (1843), which burned in 1856. Rogers started the stove business 
for which Spring City became so well known. He employed 25 men. In 
1860, Smith, Francis & Wells rebuilt the foundry, but as their estab
lishment expanded, they moved to the Royersford side. Shortly after , 
the early foundry site became Shantz & Keeley Stove Works. These were 
followed by Yeager & Hunter Spring City Stove Works, and Buckwalter 
Stove Company in Royersford, making porcelain enameled stoves. 

Shryock & Company built a paper mill in 1847 which evolved into 
American Wood Paper Company in 1853. After ~ny years, it became Key
stone Drawn Steel . The village drew ~ broad assortment of industry 
which made use of the canal and the railroad. Portions of it burned 
at times, as sparks from engines blew into buildings, but the town 
always rebuilt. The most disastrous fire was probably in 1881, when 
so much was destroyed that the Reading Li ne ran special trains from 
Philadelphia to bring the curious to view the wreckage. All of Main 
Street was burned including Spring City Hotel. It was termed the 
worst fire ever in the Schuylkill Valley, More and more brick build
ings appeared as the town rebuilt. A strong core of industries sup
ported the town - brick yards and lumber mills, glass works, knitting 
mills and silk mills, plus all the ancillary trades and businesses. 159. 

159. The reader is referred to Spri.ngville-Sprina City Centenrial, 1%7, an excellent 
~ua of history, business and orgaUzations in the borough. 
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Over the years, Spring City has acquired a very beautiful and in
div i dual architecture beginning about 1840. The homes are large and 
substantial , with turrets, parapets, porches and Julie t balconies Even 
the simpler houses have proportion and style. They express the solid 
core of business accumen and success that prevailed throughout the ~ 
through its building years up to the Great Depression . Unfortunately, 
it is unwisely losing some of this high style treasure by allowing 
facades to be altered. porches torn off, leaving nasty scars on the 
brickwork, and inappropriate third floor additions for additional 
a partment rentals. It could be hoped that the worst time of conver
sion is past, and that the future will see more protective concern 
toward preserving that which is left. 

Not being as susceptible to the vagaries of weather, the railroads 
became the more enduring of the compe t itive modes of transpor t ation. 
They were benefitted by bigger and better locomotives and wider, ever 
expanding connections. The Industrial Revolution (...tlich started about 1760 
in England and later in o&er COI.Iltries) began to reach into the agrarian re
gions of Chester County about 180)-1820. In 1831, a meeting was he ld in 
Yellow Spr ings at Margaret Holman 's Inn to consider "the propr iety of 
making a railroad from Yellow Springs" to Phoenixville, "on a direction 
to Philadelphia",I60. but a successful attempt to serve the Pickering 
Valley was not to come about until 1868. The original route was plan
ned to follow the Pickering Creek to the mouth of that creek and then 
northward to join the Reading line at Phoenixville. It was thought to 
con t inue t he route to Eagle and DorIan ' s Hills on the Brandywine (amost 
into DcMringto..n) . Local people proposed to fund $50,000 in stock and borrow 
a sufficient sum on bonds, endorsed by the Reading Railroad. The rail
road also agreed to subscribe three-fifths of the stock and equip and 
run t he road. 

Spring City's 
Architecture 

Pickering 
Valley 
Branch RR 

By August of 1869, it was apparent that Phoenixville investors 
were not suppor ting the subscri ption. Phoenixville businessmen want 
e d the line to run through Phoenixville following the French Creek 
valley t o Kimberton where it would cross to the Pickering Creek valley . 161. 
This route was adopted in 1870 after much heated argument. Compromises 
were made . It would only run [0 Byers, and the name would be The Pick
ering Valley Railroad. The branch was about thirteen miles long , and 
the line was finished in Se pt ember, 1871. 

''The Pickering Valley Railroad has ~leted its track as far as &e 
Eagle, and today will = an excursion train to Vernal Bank Grove 
for the accarmxIation of those attending the TE!I{lerance Mass t£et
ing to be held there. "I62. 

There was a roundhouse at Byers to [urn the locomotive , now under a 
building in Loomis ' Feed Store complex. Active sponsors were John 
and Elias Oberholtzer, John and Joseph Tustin, Harmon Pennypacker 

160. AR. 2.8.1831. 161. AR 8.17.1869. 162. J. 9.9.1871. 
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and his relatives, the Kings , the Hoses, Todds, Stitelers , Hartmans, 
and, in fact , almost every farmer along the way. Both passenger and 
freigh t traffic grew steadily , services were increased (a ladies car was 
added "to ....nich single gents are rot mitted") 163. Stations were built at Kim
berton and Byers, and freight platforms (flag stations) were provided 
a t Lionville Sta t ion Road, Cambria (Anselma), Harisville, Chester Springs, 
Pike land Sta tion (M:>sesville), and French Creek (near French Creek Hall). 

The Pickering Valley Railroad brought growth to Kimberton and 
stretched the old village of Yellow Springs t o the southern edge. 
In Kimberton , it moved the center of activity eastward from the old 
tavern crossroads. A coaling business and feed warehouse required 
sidings over bins that could hold 12-25 tons of coal, I64. a machine and 
foundry business, a wagonworks and a window frame and sash company 
sprang up, as well as a c reamery and a second coal business. Also a 
new genera l store and an icehouse (still standing) were built. But Kim
berton d id not lose its early cross roads. Rather, it connected the 
two with a sidewalk from the train station to the Kimberton Hote l 
where weekly cat tle auctions were held with free lunch for the bid
ders provided by the hotel . 

KiDberton's ''historical developrent falls into two broad Jilases, both of \obich 
were greatly influenced by available transportation. Fran its initial erergence 
arowd a tavern in 1771 Intil after the Civil War, KiDtlerton' s econooU.c activity 
was centered at the district ' s western edge , arowd the intersection of Hare's 
Hill and KiDbertal roads . Here, after 18 18, stood the mill, the boarding school, 
an irn, and a gen<!ral store that ccntriOOted to the village's role as an agri
cultural exchange center and stagecoach stop. 

The second Jhase of significant change began in the last quarter of the nine
teenth century Ih!n ecorunic develop!elt and new construction shifted to the 
district's eastern end Iohere the new railroad staticn stood. The railroad al
tered the econcrnic life of the village. Instead of processln8 agricultural 
proWce primarily for lcw:al farmers ' c:onsurptioo, the mills and the milk re
ceiving station processed foodstuffs for a larger , mre distant Il1'lrket ... 
The fertile fanns 5UrrOI.ndi.ng Killberton helped to make that station the 
busiest on the l ine. KiDtlerton station was staffed with an agent , and in 
1882, with an assistant agent. By 1884, it was handling nearly ~ tons of 
freigttt a week, nost of Iotlich was milk, Iotlich by the spring of 1895, rose 
to an average daily shiptellt of 2735 quarts, the largest quantity of atrj 

of the railroad's dcJx>ts. " 165 . 

After 1870, Kimberton experienced a boomlet in housing . It even 
knew a develo per by the name of Dutton Hadden, who a ppeared from Me
chanicsburg, Pennsyl vania, and bought se veral pieces of land around 
the station, laying them out in lots. He was gone by 1875, but the 
bri ck houses of Kimberton are there because of his enthusiasm. 

163. L. 12.~ . 1873. 

164. tntil the last 25 years 00 the east side of Pri~r Road near Kinilerton Road. 
165. Natimal Registratioo. KiPDerton Historic District. 1987-88. Richard ~ster. 
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Pike land Meadows 

Halenke Bakery & store., c 1905 aal blacksmith sbop. 
Rouse and store burned. 6/6/ 1936 Ku.berton . 
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(The foregoing was largely taken fran the National Registration of Killtlerton Historic 
District and the reader is referred to that docurent, lOhich can be obtained from the 
Pennsylvania Historical and H.lseun Carmission in Harrisburg for IlDre ~lete infor
mation on KirrDerton.] 

Similarly, the Pickering Valley Railroad s pawned a new village 
around its Chester Spr ings station . While Yellow Springs had created 
two large inns, supportive housing and a clienrele from outside the 
immediate area, although local patronage was evidenced, the road from 
Jacobs ' Ford (Av:le:ri.xville) to Downingtown, Route ' 113, had become the 
main artery for Honrgomery County residents to connect to the towns 
along the Great Valley and westward. Three or four houses, one Dr. 
Fussell's office, had been built along this road on the northern side 
near the railroad station , the railroad crossing ' 113 in front of them. 

The name Yellow Springs was used for the first post office in 
1823 when William Olwine opened a general delivery in hi s store near 
the inns. However, there was a pr ior post office of that name in 
Huntingdon County, causing the name to be changed t o Chester Springs 
in 1827. The village began to spread toward the Kimberton/Red Lion 
road by mid-eighteenth century, and the coming of the railroad drew 
other activity to the freight station placed there . Eventually a feed 
store was built on the northwest corner of Yellow Springs Road and 
the Red Lion Road . Harvey Detwiler Qpeuted it from 1918 to 1946, follow
ed by Elwood Loughan and then Oliver Hosteller. There was a lodge 
hall on the second floor. A dozen new houses set tled into the bluff 
above the railroad af t e r 1890. This sec t ion of Chester Springs falls 
after the bounds of this history. 

Birchrunville's history is also after the Civil War, but there 
was a gathering of dwellings and small trades at the crossroads after 
lBOO . Originally spelled Birch Run Ville, and before that simply called 
The Hollow, it emerged as a farmers' communication point wi th the ad
vent of Thomas B. Dewees. Prior to Dewees, it focused on the Rogers/ 
Kinzie grist and saw mill and a few houses at the junction of seversl 
roads that, froa higher plateaus, converged at the low point on Birch 
Run - The Hollow . Steep hillsides on all perimeters were heavily 
wooded with hardwoods and heavy stands of birch trees. Unsuited to 
field farming, it became a hub of small plots where tradesaen, arti
sans and an occasional shopkeepe r grouped. The house on the south
west corner of Flowing Springs and Hollow Roads became a store , and 
a blacksmith sho p stood on the now vacant corner opposit e it. 

Dewees got things going. With the injection of his energy, a 
new store, creamery, post office and second floor hall was built in 
1898. A steam bakery was opened on the southeast corner which augment 
ed the older bakehouse at the corner of Schoolhouse Road and Flowing 
Springs Road. A cousin , J. Hau se Dewees continued the businesses. 
The Bapti sts built the ~[eetinghouse (see Capter Ill) and a village atmos
phere reigned. For awhile controversy divided the villagers between 
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those who wan ted to be known as Birch Run Ville and t hose who thought 
Kechanicsville sounded more import.ant . The firs t group won. [66 . 

No other villages of any size emerged in the r egion. A penchant. 
for th e use of "Co rne rs" is seen in West Pike land and We st Vincent -
Rapp's Corner , Opperman's, Str ickland ' s, Ludwig's, Wilson ' s , Hiest.and' s 
(East vincent ) - with the tag "ville" at t.ached to other areas - Koseaville , 
Kar isvil l e. Birchrunville. The fi r st group usually re fe rred t o a com
mercial estab l ishment at that c r oss road, t he second denoting the larg
est landowner, Birchrunville being an exce ption . 

Tr olley Fever, the electric railway, d i d not reach East Pike l and 
and Eaat Vincent until the I~. It came f r om Strafford, Kontgomery 
Count.y, through Valley Forge to Williams ' Corne r to Co rne r Sto re s and 
then up to Spr i ng Ci ty. TWo parks were built by the company , one at 
Old Zion's Church called Bonnie Brae Park, the other on Valley Park 
Road in Schuylkill Township. After several se rious brake fai l ures, 
part ic ularly on Spring Ci ty' s s t ee p hills, and the coming of the auto
mobile, the troll eys l os t popu l arit.y in the country scene . 

About. the same t ime a second railroad branch, s ponsored large ly 
by Davis Knauer of St. Peter's Quarries, wa s connected to the Picker
ing Valley line just east of Kimberton. Th is was under direction of 
the De laware & Lancaster Railroad. Hastily laid through much lowland 
along French Creek , and without suffic i ent bed, peop le quickly dubbed 
i t The Sowbelly" for i t s many undulations . It closed shortly after opening . 

Int roduct i on of the automobile changed the character of trans 
portat ion , just as it and modern high te ch co rridors have changed the 
landscape. All four t ownsh i ps are becoming urban with no publ ic trans
por t ation of any note appearing. The rura l byways of our childhoods 
are a thing of the past. 

[66. National Register. Bitthrmville General Store. 1978. F'l'(X;l' files. 
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CHAPTER VIII VIGNETTE S, THREADS AND SHARD S 

The following bits and pieces of family histories are included 
solely because, in the course of search ing properties, they were 
so rted out of Wills , Orphans ' Court records and cha ins of ti tl e . 
It is hope d that they will be of use t o the perSon tracing his or 
her own fami ly l ines, and all , in some way, relate to occupants 
in Vincen t or Pike land t ownships. It is not an all i nclusive list, 
and should not be regarded as comple te or final. They are no more 
than stated - threads and shards. 

• • • • • 
Acker (Aked -
tion. Were in 

Henry, Sr. & 
(East) Vincent 

Jr. - Mennonites of the 1st. cong rega
before 1759. 

Acker, Cas per - Hennonite in (Eas t ) Cove ntry in [75[. 

Aman, Johannes - arrived, 1732, out of Rotterdam to Phi l ade lphia. 
Harried Agnes Ru sh, lived @ Germantown until [769 when t hey moved 
to Whitemarsh beside Henry Sheetz ' new paper will . Two sons: John 
and George . Records at HSP and Hontgomery Coun t y Hist. Socie t y. 
Aman, John - son of Johannes and Agnes, mar r ied Sophia Steutle r 
(Stitele r ) on Easter Day, 1772. They moved from Whitemarsh to 
Chester Co . i n [794 buying from J ohn Lloyd. A two- Centur y Farm. 

Ash , J ohn - (East) Vincent. Son-in-law of Jacob Finkbiner. 

Benner , Paul & Henry, brothers. Both set t led in Vincen t before 
titles, possib l y a round [750- 60 , Paul near French Creek & Royal 
Spring, and Henry on t he Uwchlan line . Paul ' s sons were John, 
Ja cob (who died in Phila ., amason), and Abraham (who lived along 
old RoJ.te ][3 - Benner ' s Hill.) Henry's younges t son was Gen'l. 
Henry Benner, !ronmaster of Selinsgrove. Philip Benner took 
title to land in [796 and may have also been a son of Henry . 

Bertolet. Samuel, Jr., a son of the Samue l Ber t ole t of Oley Valley 
dur ing the Revolution. Harried Hannah Frick of Coventry Twsp. in 
1805 . Lived in Coventry (Eas t) until 1806 when moved t o (Ea s t ) 
Vincent twsp. along French Creek. Three sons, Benjamin (1~re67), 
John ( 18C6- 1889) & Samue 1 ( 1820-1876). 

Bingaman, Frederick - millright . 
daughter of Gerhard Br umbaugh. 
arrived from Germany about 1740. 
near Covent ryvill e. 

Son Frederi ck married Mary Brumbaugh , 
Firs t Bingaman i mmigrant, Frederick, 

Property in Vincents and in Covent r y 

Breckwell , John - Cloc k & Watch repairman - c . 1831- 1835 working 
per iod in a rea. Probably worked for the Qlwines at Yellow·Springs. 
Not a landowner. Spelled Brakewell, Brechvill. 
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Brooke, John - Quaker from England. Property owner in Limerick Twsp., 
Montgomery Co. , and in Vincent Twsp., Chester County, near Parker's 
Ford. Sons Matthew and Jame s. Marga ret Davis an aunt , a daughter of 
the Charlestown and Tredyffrin Davises. 

Brownback. Garrett (Gerhard Brumbaugh , Brumback) 1662-1757. Arr. Ger
mantown 16'83 probably from near Wittenberg, Saxony. Marr ied Mary Ritten 
house Papen , 1713, in Germantown. Bought c l ose to 1000 acres in Vincent 
and Coventry twsps. about 1723-4 in several parcels . Had two sons , Ben
jamin and Henry , & four daughters, Elizabeth (Ric'd. Custard), Mary (Fred
erick Bingaman), Anna (Paul Benner), Catharine. 

Brownback, Benjamin. Eldest son of Garrett. Married Elizabeth or Mary 
Paul of Vincent, who died after birthing three children . Marr ied second, 
Rachel Parker, dgtr. of Edward Parker, innkeeper . Had sons, Edward, Henry 
& John. Edward married Susannah. Their land lay mostly in Coventry twsp., 
some i n Vincent. Susannah kept tavern just over line in Coventry after 
Edward died in 1799 . Had one son, Edward, b. 1798. Henry, son of Benjamin, 
ma r ried Elizabeth. Kept tavern on Ridge Road, Vincent twsp., with father 
until father d ied in 1787; continued 'till he died in 1799. Elizabeth con
tinued until 1809 (no license, 1805, 1806) Tavern closed in 1845. John, 
son of Benjamin, opera ted The Swan in Coventry tw sp. on the Schuylkill. 
He died in 1839 in W.Vincent twsp, leaving a Will devising to nine chi ld
ren : John, William & Jesse, Elizabeth (Geo .Chri stman) , Mary (Wm.Emery) 
dec 'd . , Sarah (Henry Emery) dec'd , Hannah (George Ralston), Catharine 
(Samuel Kimes), Rebecca (Samuel Stauffer). Benjamin ,sd. to be great jumper. 

Brownback, Henry. Second son of Garrett. Had two sons, Peter & Henry. 
Peter married his cousin Edward's widow, Susannah. Henry~ied, 1804 . 
Peter died 1834. (*the son) 

Chrisman, Felix (Phelix) - An early leaseholder in W. Vincent twsp. Large 
acreage near Ludwig's Corner between Rt. 100 and Birchrun Road. Sons John, 
George and Henry. Probably came about 1760. Son J ohn retained home place. 

Christman, Henry. It has not been determined whether or not Fe lix and 
Henry were brothers or father and son. Both were very German. Use of 
"T" in name probably has no importance, although there is a slight indi
cation that Chrisman was one line of des cent and Ch ristman another. 
Sheeder adds J acob Christman , and says Henry was the 2nd son of Jacob. 
(Sheeder ha s already acknowledged Felix.) 

Chris(t)man , Henry & George. Sheede r says "They bought the [Wilson's Cor
ner] farm, when young, of Thomas Browall, brother of Wm. Browall from 
whom Paul Benner bought." Browall may be Prowall. Henry & George unques
tionably brother s , but of Felix or Henry - or Jacob - not determined. 
George sold out to Henry & moved to Kimberton Place (Sign of Bear Xroads.) 

Conrad , Joaeph 
in 1775. 

- mason who built much of*Parkerford, 
*early 

also Zion's church 

Cunius, John - carpenter who did much of the work on Zion's church. 
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Davis , David John - Lutheran. Children : John , Joseph , Myrick 
and George (not in chronological orde r). Three daughters: Elizabeth 
died of smallpox, buried in Zion's before 1770. Placed on early sur
veys of Vincent along Birch Run. Signed lease with Penns in 1746 . 
Were probably already t he re. J ohn Dav is moved to Coventryville to 
run Hil l er's Factory. Sold land to Phil i p Hiller , a re la t i ve. Return
ed few yea r s l ater. George, Hyrick and son, J ohn trea t ed in mill 
chapter . . Vincent Forge , and as George David in Tavern chapter. 

Sheeder re lates that after parents died, remaining children at home, 
2 daughter s and I son , became superstit ious - "believed t hey would 
not die if they did not go t o sleep. One di d and died because the 
devi l caught him while asleep. Also relates t hat they were suspected 
o f a church fire, but were no t convic t ed. 

Deery, George - Born in Pike land at fork of 724 and 23. Mother, 
when widowed , married Shuman . George was in Revolu t ion, 
re turned t o buy of J ohn Thomas property in (Weso Vincent township, 
Art Schoo l Road near 113. Harr ied Anna Har i a, had sons George and 
Peter. 

DeFra i n , Peter & Catha r ine . Huguenots of early set t lement. Remained 
in township . 

Evans Family: Evans is one of the largest family names in Pennsylvania. 
Futhey & Cope , in "History of Chester Coun ty, s peaking of 18th century 
immigration, state that 42 fi r st cousins arrived on the same ship with 
t he name Evans , entering the port of Philadelphia in 17 19, and ther e 
were other i mmigrat ions in add i t ion . ( p. 541) There are dif fe rentiated 
Evans' lines who sett l ed in Gwynedd, in Limer ick, in London Brita in , 
Tredyffrin, Vincen t , Nantmeal and Uwchlan, as well as those who went 
direct l y to Berks , Lancas ter and Northampton counties, as we ll a s 
to other colonies. They all trace to Wales, and were actively migr a
t ing f rom 1689 to 1785. After the Revolution , second genera t ions are 
found moving westward ove r the Alleghenies, spreading across the new 
land. 

Part icularly prominent in Chester County are the John Evans branch 
t hat came in 1696 t o the Welsh Tr act but settled on 1000 ac r e s in 
London-Br i tain on White Cl ay Creek and in New Cast l e Count y, Dela 
ware. These Evans we re descended f r om J ohn Evans of Denbigh, in the 
County of Denbigh, Wales , who mayor may not have visited Pennsyl 
vania. In 1706 , he laid cla im to large acreages "in Pennsylvania, 
East or West Jersey [which included Vincent Township], t he Lower 
Counties and Maryland . " (Gmealogy of Evans, Nivin & Allied Fanties by Nivin, 
page 16 . <Xlf» Gov. Evans , no t a popular governor, was also of this 
family , but from Wales. Was not living here until Gov. 

The John Evans of 1696 arrival came a family of seven persons , from 
Radnorshi r e, Wales. Equa lly prominent is the family of William Evans 
which arrived in 17 19 and settled on 500 acres i n Tredyffrin Town
shi p (one of the 42 cousins) . William came from Herione thshire. He had 
four sons , William , Richard, Joshua and Joel. With J oshua , he ran 
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The Paoli Tavern . Others of the same immigration settled in Gwyn
edd and Limerick. Another branch, Evan Evans, settled in Uwchlan 
township beside the Friends'Meetinghouse in 1722. He was a 'felc
maker' from Treeglws. Hontgomeryshire. A fourth branch, Lewis 
Evans , a shoemaker, immigrated in 1752 to Vincent township "near 
the tilt mills" (F&C -542). The ooly tilt mills in Vincent were at 
Vincent Forge at that date. His brothers , Daniel and Rees , arrived 
in 1755, Daniel locating in West Whitel and Township, Chester County . 
Daniel left no issue and willed his property to Vincent Baptist 
church and St. Peter's Episcopal in the Valley. Rees Evans contin
ued into Virginia where there is probably another grouping of Evans . 
A fifth branch, Abner Evans, settled in Nantmeal at an early date 
sometimes set at [717, while other sources say Abner arrived in 1755. 
A hill along 401 in that township stil l bears the name of Abner's nill . 

Each of the above has left a s trong line of descendants in the no rth 
ern townships of Cheste r County , and a ppear to constitut e the basic 
Chester County branches to which an Evans should attempt to line his 
ancestry. Most early Evans were Baptists. There seem to be no early 
Evans in Pikeland. In Vincent, there are descendants of several 
branches. The 1798 Glass Tax notes John Evans, Jr. (storekeeper), Major 
John Evans, Capt. John Evans, Thomas Evans, Daniel Evans and Lewis 
Evan s , all on the south side of French Creek, and William Evans on 
the no rth side . 

1. John Evans. Jr. (storekeeper) was t he oldest son of Col. William 
Evans, who was the oldest son of John Jenkins Eva ns, 'Sr'!, who 
was a son of John Evans, the immigrant of 1696. 

JoIul Jenkin Evans, 'Sr . ' (, wife, Am , devised the farmstead 00 Art School 
rood at ~rseshoe Trail (Lake Valley Farm) to Willian in [760 when John , Sr. 
died. Ann died in 1773. John Jenkin gave his wife the choice of staying on 
the Vincent farm or the London Britain farm \obere several of their children 
were. Ann left the Vincent farm to Willian. 

Willian Evans married Sarah ~th, daughter of Robert S:nith of Uorchl.an in 
1761, ald becaJE a Proc:uretent Officer in the Revolutioo gaining the rrt 
of Colenel. Their children were : Mary (married Willian Rogers, son of Jos
elit RDgers of Vincent), Sara (George tbrth), JctIn (1ll':lrried Margaret ? of 
East Nantneal . They lived separately and had one daughter, Sarah, to...ncm 
he left his entire estate.(Tlis is the "storekeeper"), Jesse (...no inherited 
~rris Evans (, David Evans lands), and Willian (\ob) lrtlerited Maryland plan
tation Iohereon his Aunt Eleaoor and IImt Ann - both married to Iklddsons -
lived. ''Pleasant ~") The store was 00 the southeast comer of the 
crossroad, wich later becaJE \cn:Ml as Ralston ' s Comer after \<hi. Ralston 
boufJ1.t the farm. 

2. Major John Evans was the son of John Evans , also Major in the 
French & I ndian Wars. Held small acreage, 1790s, at Birchrunville . 

3 . Captain John Evans (c. 1750/60-1840) . Son of Se r geant James Evans 
(1725-1820) and Mary (Han dcock) Evans . James was possibly a son 
of Abner Evans who immigrated in 1717 to East Nantmeal tws p. 
Jal!l.es Evans fought with Braddock (Erlglish) in the f'rench (, Indian Wars 
and under Anthony Wayne in the Revolution (Alrerican), ...tlere he took part in 
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Jrost of Wayne 's~. Captain John, son of J..res and Mary, had seven 
daughten, ro sons. They lived on St . Matthew's road east of fbrseshoe TraiL 
Olildren: Matgaret (Jacob Crhisman - grander . Elizabeth tTBrried Jesse B[(Ml
back), Ann (Jacob Hause), Rebecca (Henry Olwine), Ruth - lfi!Grried - dgtr. Sarah 
Ann Evans, Hannah, Elizabeth (John Thanas), Sarah (Jacob Rhoads). 

4. Lewis Evans (1716-1762) immigrated from Caernarvonshire in 1752, 
with wife , Sarah , and children . They firs t settled in Vincent 
"near the Tilt mills" , then moved to Uwchlan in the thumb that 
had been Vincent. Lewis was a shoemaker. 
Children: Daniel (went to school with Anthony Wayne) married 
Esther Benner. Daniel was born in Wales 1743 and died 1820. 
Daniel's children: Lewis, Isaac, a storekeeper, Elizabeth who 
married Joshua Evans, Sarah, Ezra, Mary, Jesse, Daniel, Abel who 
married Ann Wilson in 1822, and Henry T. The Newton Evans fam
ily trace to this line. 

5. Abner Evans (b. 1697 - said to have immigra ted in 1717) land 
patent in East Nantmeal - 1728. Harried Hannah Dimwoodie 
Brother Ezra, Sister, Ruth, immigrated also and went to Lionville 
t hen migrat ed west. 
Children of Abner: Griffith, Mary (Jeremiah Evans), George (son 
married Sarah VanLeer, widow of William , East Nantmeal) and J ames 
(possibly father of Capt . John Evans - ' 3) The George Evans' 
had lands in Lancas ter County. All highly respec ted for in t egrity . 

6. Evan Evans - The Thomas Evans seem to spring from thi s line. 
Imm igrated in 1722 to Uwchlan Townshi p . He was a feltmaker o r hat 
maker. ~Iarried Margaret. Died in 1731 . Had nine children. Widow 
married Charles Gatlive in Uwchlan . Left Lionvill e property to 
son Evan, who died unmarried in 1748 , devi sing it to brothers 
Thomas and Robert. Robert moved to Virginia. 

Thomas Evans' son, Evan (1749-1823) married Jane Owen of Uwchlan 
and was twice member of Assembly . The Thomas Evans of Vincent 
was probably lined to this family. 

The will of the John Evans who arrived in 1696, although of London
Britain, connects him with the Vincent lands (West Jersey) . In fact, 
it leaves a stipend to his close f riend , Owen Thomas, who was pa s t o r 
at the Vin cent Baptis t church and resident in the township . The four 
Evans brothers, spelled out in CoI .William ' s Will , were Willi am, Morris, 
David and James, with lands all around the Vincent Baptist church. 
David and James had no issue . Horris Evans, married to Lett ice , had 
only one daughter. Many wills and Inventories of the Evans family 
are held in t he Archives in West Chester and are very helpful . 

Evans, Joseph - a carpenter c. 1800. 

Everhard, Everhart - Christian - married widow Wagonman & lived on 
her property in (West) Vincent . She had no issue from 1st marriage 
Second marriage produced two sons, James (dead by 1845) and Benjamin. 
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Everhart, Benjamin. Had two sons William and James & maybe third son. 
Son J ames became proprietor of a furnace in Schuylkill County and mem
ber of Legislature in 1826. William, born 1785, is very well delineated 
in Futhey & Cope, pages 544 & 545. He owned much property, including 
merchandise stores in Tredyffrin , Goshen (West Chester) and the cross
roads in Pughtown which he purchased from John Pugh's estate, and pro
ceeded to build a store , a hotel and other shops in the early 1800s. 
Delightful story in F&C of his being only cabin passenger rescued 
frOm wreck off Irish coast. He was on a business trip and had put 
$10 ,000 in ship ' s safe in gold. Some gold was recovered and Everhart 
was offered his money. He refused because it was not marked and he 
could not verify ownership. (1822) 

Fertig (Fertick, Purteigh), John, immigrant (Germany) . Arrived 10/2/1754 . 
Born 2/24/1736-Died 10/15/1825. Buried at Brownback's Reformed, E.Cov. 
Came to Philadelphia on "Phoenix" from Rotterdam. Took up land in (East) 
V~ent ~ip. Served in 2nd Battalion, Chester Coun ty Militia in Rev
olution in Capt. Griffitha Company, Commanded by Col. Bull. Fertig 
marri ed Elizabeth Dih~, in Vincent in 1762, who was also an immigrant 
from SchOlb run, Germany. Children: were Peter, John, Jr., Adam , 
Abraham, Jacob - clockmaker, and Eli~abeth (m. Beerbower) 

Fertig, Jacob. Born 9/9/1778 in Vincent; died 1823. Married Rebecca 
who was born 1801 & died 1829. Taxed "clockmaker" - 1802; "watch
maker - 1808; "Phila. clockmaker" - 1810 @ 129 Sassafras Street . 
(See Chester Coun ty Clocks and Their Makers, Arthur James.] 
Ches t e r County Historical Soc i e ty has two of his clocks . 

Fudge, Job ( 1785- 1851) - Tavernkeeper, Parker's Tavern (also called The 
General Pike for brief time.) Wife Hannah operated t avern two years 
af t er Job died. Two sons: Jonah L. married Sara Gotwals of Lower 
Providence township , Montgomery Co. 11/20/1851 . 

Funk, Jacob - came t o Vincent township in 1797 f rom Upper Hilford 
~ship, No rthampton Co . Bought Peter & Elizabeth Longaker 's 166 
acre farm for £ 1300. (Now W. Bridge Street, S.Horace Mowrer farm) 

Fussell, Solomon came from Yorkshire, England to Philadelphia in 1721. 
He was born in 1704. Son William married Sarah Longstreth in Phila. 
Son born 1728/9. Died at Phoenixville ('Fountain Inn" ) 1803/4 . Buried 
at Pike land Heeting near Kimberton . Story recounted during Revolution 
of wife ' s attempt to save bed curtains (crewel) by wr app ing them about 
he r person under her dre ss . Camp followers grew suspicious of her size 
and searched her , found and took her handiwork. Story may be apocryphal 
but f Un . The British did penetrate to the green in front of the FOUn
tain Inn (8 granite marker states it was the most inland point that 
Cornwallis made.) William's son, Bartholomew married Rebecca Bond , 
daughter ofJosept & Esther(.Jea1!1eS)~orn 1754; died 1838 near 'fellow 
Springs. He was born in Philadelphia; Rebecca,b.near Kinberton , (1751- 1851). 
Lived at Corner Stores where he was a chairmaker . Moved to Hatboro , .then W. 
Vincent , St . Matthew' s Road (north side) by Schoolhouse Lane & Mi ller 
road. He ran a huckster route and farmed. In 1802, ordained Quaker min-
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iater; 1813, moved to Maryland; returned to Pike land near Kimberton 
1832. Children : Esther (See Lewis, John), William, Sarah , Joseph, 
Solomon , Bartholomew, and Rebecca. Excellent family descent in 
Futhey & Cope, page 557 & 558. Sons Joseph and Solomon married sis
ters, Elizabeth and Milcha Martha Moore, dgtrs. of Henry C. Moore 
of Montgomery Co. They moved to Fall Creek He.eting. Madison Co., 
Indiana in 1847. The sons and grandsons of Bartholomew became phy
sicians influential in medical education and theory, as well as prac
titioners. Dr. Bartholomew Fussell founded Yomen's Medical Hospital 
in Philadelphia, the first female medical college in America. The 
family was also intensely active in the Abolition movement. For more 
detailed information see, in addition to F&C, a history of the Thomas 
Morgan Leasehold, West Vincent Township. a copy of which is lodged 
at Chester County Historical Society. 

Ground, Nicholas - An old Revolutioner & leaseholder, Vincent (West). 

Guss, Mary - widow by 1797. Sold (East) Vincent farm in 1801 to John 
Slichter [Q2- 40-61). Spelled Schichter, Schlichter, Sleichter. John 
Slichter appears to have been on farm since 1797/8 - may have been 
a son-in-law. Farm has remained in Slichter family until r~cent times. 
On Stoney Run road, near Buckwalter road. 

Hartman, J ohannes - immigrant c. 1750 from Wittenberg, Germany. Three 
children : Peter (Major), Jacob, Abigail (Zachariah Rice) - all born in 
Germany •• Johannes served in French & Indian Wars - took Peter as drum
mer when only sixteen. Peter served in Revolution. 
* Elizabeth and Catharina born here. [Mrs. Emig -
says all immigrated.] Other Hartmans went direct 
1727 - from Franconia. Johannes died 1787 devising to son Jacob who 
aSSigned farm to Jacob Bechtel (Montgomery Co . friend) in 1793 so that 
he could go to Perry Co. Johannes' wife was Margaret, who died 1773. 

Hause, Daniel & Anna of Limerick twsp., Montgomery Co. - Bought of 
Keeleys at French Creek for their son , Joshua. Joshua built the 
papermill that Sheeder bought. 

Haws. John and others. Mostly in~ast)Vincent. May be related to 
Hause, but no proof. 

Heavener, George - built first mill on StoneyRun. Later Orlips on line 
of (East) Pikeland . 

Heckel, Frederick, Sr . - Studied medicine in Germany. Born in Saar 
~n, Germany in 1800. Arrived in America, 1823. Found in(East) 
Vincent, 1825, on 160 acres near later Spring City. Married Margaret 
Bowers of Fort Washington, N.Y . . Died 1861. Children: Louisa Rosanna 
(m. Dr. Charles Zelled, (Dr.) Frederick William (b . 1829), Mary Matilda, 
Charles Augustus, (Dr.)Edward Bowers, Emma Augusta. 

Heffelfinger, Henry - immigrant, died c1790. Son Jacob married 
Elizabeth (probably Shimer, for John Shimer was an uncle to children) , 
died 1818. Children of Jacob & Elizabeth: John (b.c.1803-d.1833), 
Lewis (b. - d. 1834), and Catharine (b .""'C':'1805-d. 1825-6) married 
William Ralston, son of Judge Ralston. John stayed on 119 ac. plan-
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tation of parents. Had two sons , Lewis & Jacob, both minors when he 
died. Lewis went to Gundy Co., Iowa and died 10/5/1869. (Palermo Twsp.) 
J ohn's brother Lewis mar r ied Rebecca, who, after his death , married 
neighbor Robert Rooke. Catharine and William Ralston had thre e daugh
ters: Eliza . who ~arried John Shuler before 1825, Mary Ann who married 
John Quay, and Cathar ine , unmarried in 1834. Mary Ann and Catharine 
were minors when their parents died, both in 1825-6, and were still 
minors in 1833, J ohn their guardian. (See Ralston) 

Hench, Hinge , Johannes & Christina . Rorn in Germany. Some evidence that 
Johannes came about 1740, may have returned to Germany, married and 
brought his bride to America c.17S0 . Went first to O':ast) Vincent, then 
to Pikeland on the Pickering Creek. Thorough accounts of farm during 
Revolution when used in conjunc t ion with neighboring Rice and Hart
man farms t o bivouac Gen. Wayne's detachment in 1777. Christina a 
nurse at Yellow Springs Hospital, soldiers cared for in her home. 
See HC, ppg . 81, 83, 101 (although he calls Johannes, Christian.) 
Also Emig, Hench, Dromgold Reunion. Some descriptions , taken from 
later Hartman accounts are not quite accurate. Lost at least two 
sons to starvation on Long Island prison ships in Revolution. House 
on Pikeland Road has been unnecessarily razed in 1987. Rarn stands. 
Johannes went t o Perry Counry after Christina died, to be with son , 
John and other Pikelanders . 

Hiebner, Huebner , George. Arthur James, Potters & Potteries of Chester 
County , says Hiebner was a fine Potter of Tulipware. George Hiebner 
bought a small mill property on Stoney Run in 1797 from The West New 
J ersey Society. [ Sheeder's uses the name Heavener, see above.] 
[Also see J ames, Potters, page 90-91.] 

Hipple , Laurenz (Lawrence). Died 1785. Large landowner along Sc huylkill 
River where Spring City now stands. Also owned , at various times, other 
extensive acreages i n Vincent and in Pikeland. Hipple's Ford across 
Schuylkill where bridge now crosses between Twin-Roros. 

Hipple, Henry - son of Johannes. 
Snider, Hanna. Eight children . 
Revolutionary Soldier graveyard. 

(1759-1843) Married daughter of Cas per 
Lived on Ridge Road where is the 

Hobbs, John of Vincent, lived near Rhoads Meeting. Grandfather of Gov. 
David Rittenhouse Porter (Gov. fro 1839-1 845). 

[Out - of-order: Batton, Robert. Pikeland near Opperman's Corner, wa s 
a step-son of Thomas Lightfoot.] 

Jenkins Family: Coming as early as, or earlier than, the Evans 
family, and almOSt as large , the Jenkins s pread over a great part 
of southeas tern Pennsylvania . William Jenkins arrived in 1686 and 
settled in Haverford on 1000 acres. He and his heirs moved to the 
area known today as Jenkintown. Evan Jenkin came in 1715 to Phila. 
from Mont gomeryshire, Wales. David Jenkin was already in Vincent 
township by 1734 (survey). How these men were connected, if they 
were, was not determined. David left a Will, 12/15/1789 , in which 
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he devises at least 500 acres of ground both in Vincent and in Little 
Britain township, Lancaster County . He gave his wife, Martha, the 
choice of living with child ren, Nicholas, Rachel and Marth~ in Little 
Britain or with children, Benjamin or David, in Vincent. Their child
ren were: Joseph, who received a Vincent farm on which he lived, Ben
jamin and David, who were to divide 300 acres in the area of Strick
land's Corner, Nathaniel, who received half of the Little Britain farm , 
Rachel and Martha, who received the other half of said farm, Eliza
beth, deceased, whose children were legatees in cash (Chrisman), and 
Hannah, who received cash plus household goods from both farms. 
Son Joseph had a son, Joseph . Benjamin's wife's name was Margery who 
took title as a widow in 1795 to only 40 acres , David taking title to 
only 47 acres. Jacob Heffelfinger seems to have taken title to the 
rest . It appears that the later named Wells' Acres was the home of 
the first David Jenkins, who was Supervisor of the Poor and "bur ied 
the last Indian" on this place. (Sheeder) The second David Jenkins, 
Will dated 1792 , probated 1798, married Catharine and had children: 

"Thomas, David, Benjamin, Sarah, Violet Grapes, and minor children: 
Ann, Hannah , Evan, Elizabeth, Enoch and Elias . This David was a ~ter 
on John Young's property. His executor was Henry Chris~man. 

Jenkin, John left a Will, dated 1741, marked Vincent township . 
John, Administ. dated 1782, marked Uwchlan 
John, left a Will, da ted 1771, marked East Nantmeal 

John Jenkins of Windsor Forge , Churchtown, Lancaster Co., was born 
tnere 7/10/1769 and died 4/18/1848. The Jenkins family had been at 
this site since c . 1727/8, and became a strong family of Lancaster Co. 
How connected was not determined. 

John, James, grandfather of Jonah John. Griffith John arrived in Phila. 
~709, was in Uwchlan township by 1715 as a landholder. Jonah may 
have been a brother or cousin. Relationship was not determined. Jonah 
was a first settler on land near Ludwig ' s Corner (Recently the Brunner 
farm.) Jonah John, by the time of Sheeder's writing, was at Wi l son ' s 
Corner on Hoffecker road, West Vincent township . He owned othe r acreage 
in the township as well f r om time-to-time includ ing the mill at Birch
runville . 

Keeley, Sebastian had plantat ions in Limerick township, Montgomery Co. 
and CaIn, Chester County. lIe purchased land rights on French Creek c.1766 
(see Roads, Inns, etc.) Sebastian died 4/2/1778 leaving will (Bk.6,p . 264) 
His wife was named Elizabeth. A Jacob Keeley died in 1766 or ' 67. Either 
Sebastian or this Jacob was the father of Jacob Keeley, who was active 
in the Revolution in gathering hay and forage for t he army and who died 
the day of the Battle of Germantown, 1776, but not necessarily a battle 
casualty. Wife was also Elizabeth, who continued the Inn and took title 
to the farm in 1803 and died c. 1806. They had a son, Jacob, who married 
and continued the businesses, but both he and his wife died about 1808-9. 
Jacob and Elizabeth had eight children : John, Matthias , Andrew, Sebastian, 
George, Jacob, Joseph, and Elizabeth (who married Abraham Bac(e)man and 
kept store in the Keeley house. 
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Knerr, Henry (1735-1806) Born in Saxony, Germany, arrived in Philadel ph ia 
on ship Richard & Mary, September 26 , 1752. Married Eliubeth Hiller(!iJeller) 
in Chester County in 1758. (Old Zion's church records, page 47) Eliubeth 
wa s the daughter of Henry and Susanna (Henoog) Mueller. Children: Heinr ich , 
1760; Magdalena, 1762; Johannes, 1764; Elizabeth, ! 766 , dec ' d. (Hiller)held in 
Trust for children; Barbara, 1768 (Guss); Abraham & Jacob, twins, 1770; 
Isaac, 1776; Anna Haria, 1779 (Rice) ; Suzanna, 1783. (Will '5464) Henry 
owned several farms when he died . There was an altercation with the West 
Jersey Society which Heinr ich (Henry, Jr. ) settled in 1808 establishing 
validity of their owne rship. The first Henry was a weaver by trade,and 
served time after arrival with Conrad Soelner in Pikeland. 

Lewis, John, second son of John, of Radnor, and brother of Evan Lewis. 
They were great-Brandsons of Henry Lewis who settled in Haverford at 
in the 17th century. John (1781-1824) was the son of John and Grace 
(Meredith) who were married at Pike land Meeting in 1775 . His younger 
brother Evan married Jane Meredith at Pikeland Meeting in 1774. Both 
gi r ls were daughters of John and Grace Heredith who settled in Vin
cent township f r om Gwynedd MM. at an early date. J ohn married Esther 
Fussell, (see Fussell) at Little Falls Meeting, Md. in 1818. She was 
a remarkable woman (see F&C., p.635) exerting beneficence with rare 
ability and intelligence. 'She greatly influenced her brother, Dr. 
Bartholomew Fussell, in his determination to secure the medical edu
cation of women." (Dawson Genealogy) Children: Mariann, Rebecca 
who married Edwin Fussell , Graceanna, who became a well-known botanist, 
Charles, and Elizabeth. With daughters, Mariann, Graceanna and Elizabeth, 
Esther Lewis is singularly noted in the cause of Abolition , using their 
home on Kimberton road as a way station. They particularly nursed any 
ailing runaways. Evan Lewis was a noted mathematician and his 
wife, Jane, was also considered a remarkable woman. 

Lloyd, Thomas - early resident in East & West Vincent tp. with French Creek 
dividing his land almost equally. (~r calls him ~rey, his deed reads 
~) Fr om Wales, had a son J ohn in old age. John had two sons, John 
and? ,who were minors when he died. John held the land now belong
ing to Kimberton Farms School. 

Lightfoot, Samuel, the surveyor of Vincent township & others, lived in 
Pikeland from 1725 until he died. Born 2/5/1701 ; died 2/26/1777. He was 
the son of Thomas Lightfoot of Darby. Thomas Lighfoot (1645 in England, 
moved to Ireland in 1692, and to America c.1716 , & died in Darby in 1725) 
~ral marriages,of which Michael Lightfoot was a son of Mary. He and his 
wife came to Pikeland, it is said , and briefly lived i n a cave on the 
banks of the Pickering Creek near later Yellow Springs before moving 
to New Garden township. Among other children, they had two sons ,Thomas 
& William , who were merchants in Phi la. Michael was appointed Provin
cial Treasurer of Pennsylvania in 1743 at which time they moved to 
Philadelphia . He was also a minister among the Friends. He and his sons 
were agents to Richard Pike and Samuel Hoare, respectively for many years . 
(See chapter II - Pikelands) Samuel Lightfoot, the older, son of 2nd 
mar ri age, born in Ireland. Married Mary Head, of New Garden in 1725. 
Active Quaker and surveyor , built mill (later called Anselma) , was sec
retary for Mason-D ixon boundary line keeping records. Wife died in 1732. 
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Children: Benjamin (1726-1777), Thomas (1728-1793) , Samuel Abbott (1729/30-1759) and 
Willian (1731/2- 1797). Benjamin married in 1772 Elizabeth SvJeJraker of Phila . and 
becane a resident of Reading , Berks Co . Kept a store and surveyed the new comty line, 
road to &riJury and many properties. They had only one daughter. He was first ~riff 
of Berks, 1752. Thomas nade several trips to Ireland, probably 00 missions , altOOugh 
Samuel did send his sons to be educated in Ireland. At age 35, he married a wicloJ , 
Susannah Hatton (1719/20-1781) , a Q..iaker minister Ioho had made several t r ips to Penn
sylvania. They had two children , Benjanin and SUsannah, who were minors wilen Thomas 
died. (For description of their hcrre in Pi.keland, see Diary of Anne Warder , IMiB.) 
Samuel Abtxltt died W"iile on a Frien1s ' mission to Fort DJsquesne. Willian married 
Mary Ferris in 1766 and inherited the mill . They had children: SUsannah (Cc:lrplaiIB:l 
of by Friends for "clandestine marriage by a Justice of the Peace . HusbaOO John 
Speocer died at Half i'bon Valley after 1782) ~ was bom 1767 ; Samuel (1768-1841), 
inherited mill fran father but sold in 1812 to move to Concord, ll1io . Harried Rachel 
Milhous (daughter of \<hl. & Harmah , nee Baldwin). Burial at Pennsville , ll1io ; Mary, 
Deborah, David (1774-1832) married Sarah Snith, dgtr. of John & Mary (Parvin) 91tith 
in lBOO: ; Sarah, Willian . Thomas, above, speaks in his will of a cousin,Thomas Light
foot,at Maiden Creek , Berks Co . The cousin was a son of Jacob Lightfoot, a full bro
ther to Saruel, bom 1706, died 1784, and married Mary Bonsall of Maiden Creek. Their 
son Thomas was bom 1742, died 1821, married Hannah Wright in 1774 . Their son, Thomas, 
b. I779, d.1817, umarried, surveyed in westem Pennsylvania . 

Mance, Philip died 1748 leaving son Chr istopher who died shortly af t er . 

Mar is, Norris ( 1803- 1893) died a t Wilmington, Del. Farmer and iron in 
terests i n West Vincent. Seale r of wei ghts & Measures, 1861, under Gov . 
Curtin. Mar r ied Ann uavis in 1827. Abolitionist in Temperance Movement. 
Child ren: Elizabeth J . married Pierce Wes t of Philadelphia; M. Janie 
Bond mar r ied Joseph A. Bond of Wilmington; Prof . George L. Maris, 
educator, West Chester; De borah at Kemblesvi lle. 

Mar is , Caleb . Fa ther of Norris in West Pike land. 

Meredith, John - see Lewis. Grandson Jesse @ Pughtown,S . Cov . 

Milhous , (Hulhousen, Milhouse) - Migrated to England about 1300 . Became 
Quakers & moved to Northern Ireland . Thomas arrived in Ame r ica, 1729. 
He was the son of J ohn. A br other, Robert, went to Kershaw County , 
South Carolina. They left Pikeland about 1768 and went to Uwchlan 
and then to Lancaster. Rachel married Samuel Light foot , (3). Thomas 
had sons John, a storekeeper along PiCkering Creek, and Thomas, Jr . 

Miller family . Some were English, most were German (Mueller). 
Abraham Hiller 1765 - taxed for a grist mill & 153 acres. -
Adam Hiller - eldest son of John, Vi ncent t o~nsh ip. A sister Catharine 
married Jud ge John Ralston; a grandson , John, marr ied Sheeder's sister. 
lived on present Buttonwood Farm which later Judge Ralston bought for 
his son, William. Adam had a brother John . 
Henry Miller - (see Knerr) 1798-taxed for old log house, 16 'x27 ' , I f loor . 
J ohn Adam Miller - This may be the same as Adam using the German practice 
of Johann before t he given name. If so, the following children are of 
Adam Mitler: Mary (1760-1836) "CoriS'ort of Frederick Rhodewal t" (on tomb
s t one) an d Conrad uho married Magdalena Imhoff and lived in N. Coventry . 
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Nicholas Hille r and Dinah lived on Ridge Road, Vincent t~sp. bldg. farm. 
He had died by 1798, the same year in ~hich taxes read " Ne~ log house" 
22 'x31', 1\ floors. Sons, Conrad, Jacob, George, & John, dgtr. Hary. 
Philip Hiller - landhol der in Vincent. 

. Vtr.:ent 
Hunsho~er, Jacob - s~iss stone mason, had fa rm~on South Coventry line . 
Held it until 1833. Son John. Blacksmith went to Lancaster ~here he 
~as disturbed when t he gang called"Paxtang Boys" came through with the 
intent of killing all remaining Indians, even though peaceful . The fam
ily story is that the gang s tole a sledge from Hunsho~er, after~hich 
episode. he returned to Vincent. Sheeder says he was the first smith 
to put hubs on ~agon ~heels in these part s . Sheeder further says, 
"Th is information I derived of a grandson of his who is now called 
' old' Jacob Hunshower - if translated in English. a person that looks 
in t o another ' s mouth ." [meaning : 'straight from the horse ' s mouth. ' ] 

Oberhol tzer, Elias - late comer (c. 1820-30) to Upper U~ch l an. Bought 
in Pikeland, Beidlar ' s Saw Hill . Had large family , sons, John & Levi , 
who became a druggist in Phoenixville and ran mills to make blasting 
powder. Son John ran the old Lightfoot mill at Anselma. (See chapter 
on mills.) 

Ol~i ne , Abraham. Brother t o Henry. (b. 1802- d. 1866) Kept general store 
at Pugh town c. 1826. Harr ied Joanna Bones, dgtr. of James Bones of 
Yellow Spr ings. Operated Yellow Spr ings Hotel 1830- 1833 . 

alwine, Anthony. Another brother. Harried Haria Bones, sister of 
J oanna. Kept Yel l o~ Springs Hotel fo r a period, was Ches t er Co. 
Coroner in 1828 . Went to Philadelphia - politicked - 1846 (Hagistrate) 
1848 (Prothono t a ry). One son, Is aac W. 

a lw ine, Henry. Also brother. "Clockmaker of Pike land" ~orked at 
Yello~ Spr ings. Not known t o have signed his clocks . Worked f r om 
1812- 1836 in Chester Co . ; from 1837-1849 in Phila. @ 11th St. above 
the R.R. Harried Rebecca Evans in 1813. Children: James, Rebecca, 
Ann. Arthur James' book of Chester County Clocks says mother died 
of consumpt ion in 1828 at age 33, and tha t one or t~o children also 
di ed of the same Complaint . (died in early adulthood) 

Opperman , David. Son of George. They ca rried on store/g r ocery at 401 
& 113 in to the first quarter of the 20th century. 

army, (Urmy), John - (1 718- 1790) Arrived in Phila. c . 1745 & se t tl ed 
in Pikeland. Sheeder says he se tt led " firs t after Frenc h Creek" which 
on the Che~ map is 1 13 held by Philip Waggoner . The map places Urmy 
on 1 18 ~hich would be in the Hiller Road/Hares Hill Road vicinity. 

Packer, Phill arrived 14th day. 8th month (Oct.), 1683 in the ship 
"Lion" f r om Liverpool, John Crumpton, Maste r, as a se rvant with four 
years service remaining to the Fisher family ( J oseph & Elizabeth Fisher) 
Fisher family came f r om Stilorgin. near Dub l in. They brought on the 
same ship 4 children, II servants, and one daughter brought 17 servants . 
(nc. ,p.2J) Philip Packer taxed in Pikeland 1747/8; Moses Packer, 1754; 
James Packer, 1765; Eli Packer - 1783. Other Packers i n U~chlan tws p. 
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James signed most papers with Thomas Lightfoot for Pike land Company . 
When titles were offered, Packers assigned to Boydlar as their in
terests lay elsewhere. There was a Gov. Packer later. Haybe a descen
dant. (POSt Civil War) 

Pannebaecke.r, Pennebecker, Pennypacker . Henry on northeast corner of 
Pikeland c . [790 or before . Had son, Cornelius who went to Canada. 
Harman , John & Benjamin bought c. [7905 from departing Germans along 
Pickering Creek near Yellow Springs . (See chapter on mills) 

Paul, John & Mary - Leased in Vincent, [765, and in Coventry along 
Ridge Road. Deeded property option to son, Peter Paul and Catharine , 
[772 - [79 acres . Peter sold the rights to John Cummins - [784. 
There are also Pauls in West Vincent who operated the mills at Horse
shoe Trail & Hollow Road . 

Parker, Edward - sons Henry & Edward - maybe others . 
Susannah. Parker's Ford along Schuylkill (See chapter 

Henry married 
on Inns78l50 BTCMlback.) 

Pennerman, Christian - arrived from Germany c.t716/17 , settled with 
John George Telinger by Garrett Brownbaugh's 600 ac. fi r st purchase. 

Ralston, Robert. Son of John of North Ireland who fought in Battle of 
the Boyne Water under King William (1690) along with Isaac Wayne . 

John came to America 8/ [728, settled in Vincent. Robert born in 
Ireland [0/3/1722, died in Vincent, 2/[9/18[4 . Member of State Legis
lature, [7908 . 

Ralston, John . Son of Robert . (b . [ [/4/ [744-d. 9/1/1825. A guide and 
scout in Revolution. F.&C . says his house was burned by English & 
that he thrice secreted himself in a barn to prevent arrest by Bri
tish . Justice of the Peace 4[ years, when that post carried the of
fice of judge. Appointed Associate Judge of Chester County Courts by 
Gov . HcKean ([784). Harried Catharine Hiller, dgtr. of Adam Miller 
& brother of Conrad Miller. Children: Robert, William, John, James 
& Georse; dgtu . Mary ([ .John Bingaman ;2.Henry Rimby),citharIne 
(Samson Davis). Rober t (son of John ) married Ellen? ) He died in 
[857 leaving 5 ch~idren : George, John (m. Ellen, a widow by (873) , 
Robert (3), William (2) Catharine~ Isaac B. Evans) . 
William : See Heffelfinger; John. Jr. married Ruth . Both ~. & John 
died in 1825. John left 2 minor child ren Margaret & William. 
James died [844. Married Catharine Hartman(?) 8 children. lived in 
~Vincent by Dr. Heckel , George went to Phila.; Mary & Catharine . 
There are other branches of Ralstons, many in West Nantmeal & Honey 
Brook and in Philadelphia . Others settled in Northampton County . 

Rhoads,Rhoades, Johannes arrived [719 from Germany. !lad 200 ac. sur
veyed near Peter "Bizailon", Vincent along the Schuylkill. Hennonite 
Descendants gave ground for Meetinghouse on 724. Had son Peter, who 
had sons John and Henry, 
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Rhodewalt, Frederick - from Yaldeck, Germany. Born [756 , died [829. 
Harried Mary, dgtr. of John Adam Miller. Her dates [760-1836 . 

Rogers, J oseph . Joseph (1) family tradition says f r om Nottinghamshire, 
England . Some di fference of arrival, family reasonably agreed to 1712. 
Lette r of Removal from meeting in England is 7/27/1697. Son Joseph (2) 
Joseph (2) had seven surviving children: Rebecca (m .Reuben Thomas), 
James (m. Priscilla Griffith), John, Mary, William (m. Mary Evans of 
Col. Wm.Evans - 13 children , one son Charles ran mills at Valley Forge 
after 1800), Jonathan (m. Ann Jones - 1 I children), Hannah (m. Enoch 
Malin). Jonathan stayed on French Creek farm where first Joseph had 
lived in cave, it is said, ran a pottery, played with Indians, and 
enlarged caves for his servants. J onathan & Ann ' s children: Charles 
(see Birchrunvitle Mill), Wm. (see Inns . ) ,Hannah, Rebecca, Joseph & 
Benjamin (went to Indiana), Jonathan, David, James, Samue l & Ann. 

Root, Sebastian & Eli~abeth . Dgtr. Catharine m. Henry Titlow before [814. 
Root, Joseph, Sr. had daughter E l i~abeth who married Christian Moyer. 

Royer, Benjamin & David . See chapter on Transportation & Villages and 
Inns (Hipple ' s Ford). Frederick Yost bought most of their lands. 

Sheeder, Frederick arrived with father and family 1793. See History 
of East Vincent Township. Also Futhey & Cope, p.724. Son of Henry and 
Dorothea Helfenstine, mar r ied in Germany in 1774 . Frederick born in 
1777 in Nassau, Saarbr6cken; married Anna Halderman (Holderman) in 
Vincent in 1798. She was the daughter of Nicholas Halderman . They first 
lived on a farm on old 113 (Kimberton Road) later known as Morris Barr's 
Yater Cress farm, which had been owned by Paul Benner and on which some 
pottery was made by Benner for a short period. They had 10 children, 
and in 1860 had 47 grand- and 37 great-grandchildren. He died 9/18/1865. 
Anna had died 7/29/1860. 

Snyder, Schneider, Snider family : There appear to be three main branches 
of this prolific family. (1) Thomas Schneider, who arrived in 1716 or ' 18 
when he was 20 years old. He arrived with his father and possibly other 
brothers & r ela tives. He married Barbara presumeably in Pike land or Vin
cent. They had 7 children : Johannes, 1745; Catharina, 1747, m. John Mertz; 
Anna Maria; Christina, 1756, m. Jacob Car l; Maria Barbara, 1758; Casper, 
1762, m. Hanna Braumbach; Thomas, 1768. Johannes Snyder, arrived later, 
married Maria Elisabetha, possibly in Germany. They had four children: 
Anna Maria, Catharina, Georg, m. Catharina Mesmer (or Mesner), and 
Johannes, m. Susanna Stein. Georg, born 1756, d. 1821, lived in West 
Vincent township on Elbow Lane. He had 8 children, 2 of which married 
Shoffners. Johannes, born 1761, d . 1827, had 10 children and lived on 
land in Pikeland . Casper Schneider was born 1724 in Germany and died 
in East Vincent Township in 1803. He was twice married, had four child
ren by the first marriage, and five by the second. Hanna, dgtr. of Syb
illa (second wife) married Heinrich Hipple, son of Johannes Hipple; 
son Johannes married Elisabeth Hipple, dgtr . of Laurentz Hipple . 
[The information on Snyder is generously provided by Pauline Keller, 
to whom I am very grateful. The above is only a portion.] 
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Stone, Adam - d. 1742. His widow married Stephen Hallman (Holman) be
coming owner of the Webster Styer farm on Ridge Road @ Hare's Hill Rd. 
(now Prosock). 

Strickland , Hugh - from Ireland. Bought of wm. Hancock. Was a tailor. 
farmer , weaver. and grandfather of Nimrod Strickland. 

Thomas Family: Another large clan hard to keep straight. 
John Thomas settled early in Vincent Township . Son Benjamin. This group 
lived in (West) Vincent along or near to old 113 (Kimberton Road) where 
Benjamin either built or operated a saw and grist mill until he died. 
His sons continued the mil ls, Jonathan being the main operator. Jonathan 
was born 10/16/1766 and died in Indiana in 1839, where he and his wife 
had gone to join children there and build a church and another grist 
mill at Falls Creek, Madison County. They went in 1834 when Jonathan 
waa old. Jonathan married Ann Lewis, dgtr. of J ohn Lewis & neighbor. 
Their children: Rebecca (1809-1865) m. John Lewis, son of J ohn above. 
(John - 1804-1880); Lewis W. Thomas (1813-1864) m. Pri,cilla Fussell 
in 1837 at Falls Creek , Ind., dgtr. of Solomon & MUcha Martha Fussell ; 
Mary Ann (b. 18 18) 

Owen Thomas - minister at Vincent Baptist Church (See same) had son 
John . Check dates: could be the father of Benjamin. 

Philip Thomas - Seventh Day Baptist and early resident in (East) Vincent 
and noted on 1741 map in place (now to become Barton Headows Housing 
development). His son, Hazael (Sheeder's History calls him Haezle) 
and a daughter Peninah who married McCracken. (No issue. She died 
before 1810') 

Trelinger, John George - See Pennerman. 

[Out of order: Susanna Thomas and son James, a widow and renter on 
David Jenkins farm, given 10 year living rights on his farm in will 
of 1789. 

Urmy - See Ormy. 

Vodgess, Jacob - first settler on John Woodward/Newton Evans farm. 

Voishtl-J!v.JohannLudwig - married widow of Conrad Soellner. Pre-marriage 
agreement , 1779. "My beloved fr iend", Henry Christman, executor of 
will. Bequests to family still in Germany. 

wells, James - lived north of Zion's church ( prev. Nicholas Snider's 
Sheeder relates this property with that of Martin Shoenholtz, who 

"built the first grist mill on Stoney Run, now gone to rubbish" 

wilson, James - carpenter, c.1818. Wife Hannah Francis. 

Wilson John - arrived from Ireland in 1758. Son Thomas was 4 years 
old when he came. Thomas had son Thomas and a son, John. They first 
lived at what has been called Wilson's Corner by French Creek on Pugh
town road. 
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Yeager, George. Revolutionary patriot (1718-1790) . A General. Married Anna 
Maria, had six children. Peter (1765-1 811) m. Eliz. Christman, dgtr. of 
Henry Christman( 1744-1823~er had 10 children. Henry (1789-1859) m. Mary 
M. Taney, dgtr. of Wm.Taney. Henry(1820-1885) m. Caroline Davis of Phila . 
Three children. Maur ice (1854-1940) m. Annie Knouer. Nine children. Peter, 
Henry , Henry & Maurice are of fou r generations, ancestors of Ann(Yeager) 
Prizer, dgtr. of Maur ice , and wife of Raymond Prizer of Pughtown. 1 thank 
her for the above information . 

Yost, Conrad - immigrated to Phila . and went directly to Reading, Berks Co. 
Son Frederick became owner of many parcels of land over Coventry, vincent 
and Pikeland twsps . after 1800. Sheeder tells story of Conrad going to 
Phiia. after many years to look for farm help. Came home with a young Ger
man whose name he learned was the same as his. On investigation, they 
learned they were brothers. First Conrad had not kept in touch & parents 
thought he was dead . Named another child Conrad to take his place. (See 
Royed 

,oung , John & Susannah. (See Vincent Forge) John( 1744-1781), Susannah 
1748-1819) . Children: John (1771-1887), m. Magdalena (1778-1856); George 

(1773-1821) m. Ann Carson , dgtr. of David Carson, miller in Uwchlan (Upper) 
She died young. One child - Susanna (m. WID. Vanderslice) She , too, died 
young, age 27, in 1842); El izabe th (1778-1829) m. James Templin; Susanna; 
Sara. [I thank Ken Weaver for the information on the Young family.] 
There is also information in Archives in Orphans Cour t records dea ling 
with guardianship of Susannah, Dgtr. of George, & in National Registra
tion file of Vincent Forge (French & Pickering Crk . Conservation Trust.) 

AFTER-THOUGHTS - TOO LATE TO ENTER: 

Linderman, Justice & Mary of Coventry twsp. near Schuylkill. A weaver. 
Justice di ed 1782 leaving 2 sons , ages 14 and II , & 5 daughters , mostly 
minors. Sons Henry & John learned weaving, opened joint shop (as Company) 
on St. Matthew's Road, Vincent Twsp. c. 1798, possibly with Peter Mock . 
Lost property by 1800. John went to Pikeland, se t up weaving shop on 
Harmon Pennypacker's place . Mother Mary died there in 1808. John even
cually bought farm in Uwchlan near Black Horse, farmed & maybe kept .tavern. 
( See Thomas Morgan Leasehold, by E.Cremers, 1988. C.C.H.S.] 

Mock, Peter, son of John Mock of Vincent who had 36 acre farm on E.Hilltop Rd . 
~799, John was assessed downward for "age & infi rmity." Peter charged 
as a weaver . 

Morgan, Thomas . Son of the Thomas who settled in London-Britain in 1725. 
Father was me rchant/politician; was paid £5+ for 150 Ibs .of spikes to lay 
new floors in "the Dungeons"(cells in Coun t y jail); Coroner of Ch.Co . 1743-
1745.[F&C. ppg . 49, 377] Son Thomas was part of inter-county flow to Vin
cent wh.brought Evans, Ow.Thomas', etc . Taxed in Vincent,1753: Thomas Mor
gan, Morgan Morgan, John & Wm. Morgan. Only Morgan M. taxed in twsp.in 1774. 
Thomas (son) born c. 1725-30. Served in Rev. as Lieutenant of Providence, 
Del.Co .• Lewis Horgan also in Providence & WIn. in W.Whiteland at Rev. date . 

Strough, Frederi ck - a w~aver in Vincent and Pikeland twSps . c. 1800. 
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APPENDIX 

UASE: JEAN & IYINm. fRlJANS AND ISAAC GARNIER WIllI Sr. vnaNl' - 2/'lA/I686 Old calendar 

nus I.N£:ENruRE TtBde this ~ty fourth Day of the 'lWelfth M:Jnth February in the Third Year of 
the Reign of J31eS the Second of Er),gland, and King, Arm Dxn. 1686 BEThm'l' Jean iiii:fllimiel 
Ervans of the Cculty of Philadel{hia in the Province of Pennsilvania in the Parts of Am:!rica, 
Brothers and YeaIGn and Isaac Gamier of the said County, also Yeonan, of the one Party and 
J~s leTort, late of the Province of Payedumyne in the Kin.Itdcm of Fraoce and OCIW of the 
said County, Esquire and Atto~ for Sir katthi8.s Vincent of U::nbl, Knight.t of the other 
Parcy, WITf£SSEnI. that the said Jean and Daniel Ervans and Isaac Gamier In UlOSideration of 
Thirty Pounds of lawful M;Iney of En,p;land to them in Har¥:I. paid hr the said capt. Jaques leTort 
as Attorney af. The Receipt \t\ereoI they the said Jean and Damel Ervans and Isaac Gamier 
do hereby ~ledge as also of one hundred Acres of Land in the said Province of Pennsilvania 
given to them by the said capt. J~s LeTort, Attorney aforesaid, do hereby Covenant pranise 
and agree for thsnselves theu Heirs and Ass~ jointly and severally to and with the said 
Capt. Jaques leTort, Attorney aforesaid rut for the Use and the Manner and form foll~ : 
That is to say That they the said Jean and Daniel Ervans and Isaac Gamier jointly and sever
ally shall at their CM\ proper Cost and Charges Seat and Manure the said cne bmdred Acres of 
Land as soon as it shall be laid cut for that puqnse and for the jointly severall securing 
their perfonnance thereof they the said Jean and Daniel Ervans and Isaac Garnier jointly and 
severally do hereby Bargain and sell unto the said Capt. Jaques leTort, Attorney aforesaid 
rut for the Sole and only Use and Behoof of the said Sir Matthias Vircent his Constituent his 
Heirs and Assigns all their goods and personal Estate Iobatsoever and for further Security, 
they do bind. tfienselves jointly and severally to be as Servants to the said capt. J~ Le
Tort, Attorney aforesaid rut for the Sole aM only Use and Beh:lof of the said Sir Matthias 
Vincent hi s Constituents Heirs and Assigns for four Years web shall next Imrediately the 
~ of the date hereof AlIl the said capt . Jaques LeTort, Attorney aforesaid doth for him his 
Heus and Assigns and in the n.sme and on the Behalf of the said Sir Matthias Vincent his Con
stituents Heirs and Assigns Qwenant and Agree to and with .. . ...... . ........• . .•••.• . .. ..... 
EEmiPLIFlCAl'IOO fcund in English records, Mi. T.S.12, Rutgers thiversity.] 
An exemplification is a copy of a record sent to arother jurisdictioo - in this case, sent 
fu::m Vincent in England to leTort in Philadelphia. 

o o o o o o o o o o o 

lEASE: WJSEE BCNl'rrN wrm SR. vm:ENI' - SeptE'!l'ber 18, 1686 - Recordc!d 2/23/1687/8 Old carr 
nus llUNruRE nade the ei~teenth Day of Sept9iber in the fear of our Lord one thousard six 
hln:Ired eighty and six and in the Secood Year of our Sovere18'l Lord Janes the Second by the 
Grace of God King of Fllgland, Scot~France and lrelaOO , Defender of the Faith and m.~ 
Gousee Bonnin, late of Marerues in the Province of Zaintooge in the J4ngdcm of France , Ap:lth
ecary, of the one Part)' and Sir Matthias Vincent of U:n:Ion , Knight.t of. the other Party 
Wl1'NESSE'IH that the S81d Gousee Bonnin in consideration of thirty l'tlUnOS Sterling to him paid 
The Receipt \t\ereof he doth herel;ly Acknc~~'ledge as also of one hundred acres of Land in the 
Province of Pennsilvania in Anerica given him by the said Sir Matthias Virant doth hereJ?y 
c:cM!Ilant ~ and agree for himself his HE!irs and Assigns and with the said Sir Matthias 
Vincent his Heirs ancI Assigns in Maner and fotID following: That is to say That he ~ 
Boonin ""'1\ "'" will 'o<tooth.O' lii, "'" eo" "'" a,,,,,,, Tr=t h_l£ "'" hi. _ly mto the sald-Province of t>enitsllvaru.a and there Seat an! Manure' the said one tiUndied Acre~ 
of Land as soon as it shall be. Laid out for that purpose and for his securing his Perform-
ance thereof he the said Gousee Bonnin doth hereby bar~ and sell unto the said Sir Matthias 
Vincent all his ~ and personal Estate Iobatsoever and for further security he doth he~ 
bind himself and all his said F<llli.l:( to be as Servants unto the said Sir Matthias Vincent hl.S 
heirs and Ass~ for foot years which shall next and :inmediately ensue his Arrival into the 
Province aforesaid ... he the said Gousee Bc:min ... Paying unto the said Sir Matthias vireent .. . 
after the Exviratioo of four Years fran the next quarter Day after his Arival into Pennsilvania 
the Rent of tive Pounds Sterling per Anrun forever and in case the said Rent shall be behind. or 
unpaid forty Days after the Day whereon according to the true n:eani98 and intent of this Inden
ture the 5aITI! ou,ght to be paid as aforesaid/ then it shall be lawful for the said Sir Matthias 
Vincent ..• into tfie said one hundred Acres 0 Land to enter and Distrain upon all the ~ and 
Cllattels of the said Gousee Bmnin ... and such Distress to carry away and sell to lVincent's) 
use rendering the overplus if any, to the said Gousee Bonnin .•• ard it is further agreed be
tween the Parties aforesaid that imrediately the Sealing of the said cne hundred Acres of Land 
and the Clearing of twelve Acres .•• by [Bonnin] that theii all his Goods hereby bat'28i.red and 
sold and the Cbligatioo upon himself' and his Fanily as Servants for fcur Years . .. Shall Cease 
be Void and of none Effect .... . .....•. .. . . . ..... . ......... .. ..•... ..... . . ..•...••..•...•••• 
[mMPLIFICA.l'ICfiI fCUld in Erlglish records , Mi. T.S.12, Rutgers lhiversity.] 



" , .. 
Be. it renerbered that wee lobo ll<M! heramto set our hands and seals Do hereby ~r 
David Lloyd in our nares-and to our respective uses to recover pol!session and Ruin 
of all and every our severall and respective parts and p;)rtions of lands Situate in 
the Pmvira of Pensilvania \"wtlich we ll<M! severlly or othefWise p..Irchased of Willian 
Penn, Esq., ProprietOr and Gc:M!mor of the said Province and wtlich we any or either of 
us ll<M! bought of the first or OtMr p..Irchase of Lands in the said Province) according 
to the TeMr or the severall and respective deeds of Purchase and the said Govermr 
warrants thereupon or otheNi5e 00 to Registor or cause to be ~stered and confiroed 
our severall and respective deeds and pmcunn1E!W Grants(sccording to the ? of the 
said Province) to be made in our nares am to our respective assiP1lS AID further to 
dot and doe all things requisite to be done on our bdlalf to our Dest advantage of our 
and every and either of our heirs and assigns am every of thEm rn a:::R)lIERAl'1OO \ohereof 
we every and either of us for ourselves, our heirs and- assigns severally and rot jointly 
••. do hereby pnmise and agree to an::! WltnesS the said David LlOYd his Executors and as
signs to pay lcrease in doCurent rmkes illegible] the said DaviaLloyd or his assigns all 

Such suns of !lDf1e)' Ioflatsoever that he or they shall ? lay out an::! ? in and about 
the premises either for surveying Registring and Supravising and other incident charges 
belooging to our Sellerall properties lands hereditarents and premises or any part thereof 
Wich II'B)' or shall hawen within his ~. In Witness Iobereof we have heremto 
set our hards and sealS this thirtieth day of April AM em 1686 . 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

EXlRACl'S fran Dr. Daniel Ccn<; ' s Letters to David Lloyd - DecE!1ber 30, 1686 

Sf - I Cl:IIIll.nicated your Letters 1.I1to Sr. Matthias Vincent and Major ~. We are exceed
in$ly well satisfied with your Conb:t and shall not barely ackn::wledge but ~ to re
qw.te ywr care and diligence. We have rot yet receiwd your large draught ror heard mything; 
~ it by or fran the Person intrusted therewith ...nich was a great inoonYenienc:e unto 
us in many respects. I very lately procured of Hr . Aliiip Ford the small draught and have 
sent you a %. we desire our Land rreybe in a square and that part to the North East in 
the Pricked Line added to the other makes the Iobole a perfect oblong Square - 1<ihich is to 

) be divided into three equal portions, that next to AliladelP.tia is ~tajor ~·s. the < 
> middle, mine~ the TrOst Rsrote, Sr. Matthias Vincent's therein - Major ~ hath like- < 
) wise rel~shed his Interest But I doubt Mt but I shall procure sare considerable per- < 

$(Xl to take it upon the 5aIIi! Terms it was Granted him if I can procure Mr. Penn' s Consent . 

• • • • • • • • • • 
EXlRACl'S, cootinled: Coxe to Lloyd Septenber 10, 1687 

. . . Sr. Matthias Vincent died. suddenly and his Lady will Mt further concern herself in 
the Plantation. I aD about to pJrCha.se her c:oncem therein .... 

O::tober IS, 1687 
I have Al:cepted your Bill merely upon your Earnest request and because I an infome::l if 
it had been Protested it might ll<M! proved vet)' prejudicial unto ,YOU, although I iavJw rot 
10hether I shall ever receive any part thereof fran Sr. Matthias VlllCent' s LaiIy and sole 
Executor for he died Suddenly four MJnths since - for she denies she will any ways fur
ther be concerned, 8!Jd MaJ"or Th:Jrosoo fl"O'D sare miSl.hierstand4lg hath long SlnCe between 
him & your Govermr ~~ hath abandoned his share so that all the Burther! will lye upon 
me ••• Your Bill if pald. it IlJ.ISt be by me solely. both the other parties having refused .... 
[Alexander Library, Rutgers lbiversity, Mi. T.S.1 2] 

• • • • • • • • • • • 
Decerrber 13 , 1698 

Lady vi.ncent had died recently . Son Vincent Vincent becate 21 in 1688. 

nus DUNllRE made the thirteenth day of Decerrber Amo D.:mini one thousand six b..ndred 
ninety Ei2ht am in the tenth year o( the Reign of Willian the third of England, Scotland, 
France ana Irelard l ~, and I3EnlElN Willian Penn, Proprietary and Govermr of the Prov-
ince of Pennsilvanla in Anerica, Vincent Vincent, Esquire, son and heir of Sir Matthias 

• 



Vincent, late of Islington in the County of Middlesex, Knillht, deceased, and Executor 
of the Last will and Testa:rent of the said Sit" Matthias ~ Theodore Vi.reent, Brother 
of the said Vincent Vi.reent, wich said Vincent Vireent and Theodore Vincent are both 
of them Executors of the Last will and Testa:oant of D<me K1ry V~S_their late 
M:lther, deceased, of the one Part NI) JoseJil Pike of Cork in the Ki~~" of Ireland , 
M.:!rd\.ant, of the other Part Wl'll£SSE'IH that the said Willian Penn Vm::ent Vircent and 
Theodore Vincent for and in Consideration of the S\.IlI of five Sliliings of &QOd and 11l1ooi"
ful TJDIle)' of FJlgland, to him the said Willian Penn in hand paid, and also of the sun of 
tw) l-ln:tred and sixty Powds of like lawful m.::aey of England to the said Vincent and 
Theodore Vincent in hand likewise paid by the said Jose(:h Pike at and before the F.nseal
iJ:I8 and Delivery of these presents, the Jtecei~ whereof the Said Willian Pem, Vincent 
Vincent and 1'hei:xIore Vincent do hereby respe:;tively ac:kroJledge as they are above o:en
tloned to have been paid the Sare and thereof and therefrcm aiid of and frcm every ea:rt 
and parcell thereof do respectively acquitt Release and discharge the Said Joseph t'}'!«!. 
his heirs Executors and Adninistrators forever by these presents have and each and every 
of them hath granted Bargained. Sold, Aliened Released Enfeoffed and confirrred, M:I by 
these ~ts do and each and ~ry of them doth Grant Bargain Sell Alien Release Enleoff 
and ooilfirnl IXlto the said Jose,il t'yke .•. \obi.ch said lands ..• are fDI in the actual p:>Ssess
ion of the said JosePl Pyke by virtue of a Lease thereof for one th::xlsand years bearing 
date the day next be!ore the day of the date hereof and made fran the said Willian Fern, 
Vincent Vincent and Theodore Vincent IXlto the said Jo5ejil Me ... he, the said Jose~ 
Pyke • . • shall and TMY fran titre to time and all times hereafter Lawfully peaceably and 
quietly have hold occupy use possess and enjoy the said Lands Tenerents hereditatents 
and Premises and every part and parcell thereof. . . indemified of and fran all and all 
IlI3I1rer of fomer and other Gifts Grants Bargains Sales Titles troubles charges and 
Incutberan::es Iobatsoever •.. Except the said rent of ten shill~ per AnIUD payable 
Into tli!, said Willian Penn .•. ana also other than and Except Articles of Agreetent bear
it:l8 date the thirteenth daf of Sepcerber Ann:! Dcmini One thousand six hwi'lred Eigt.ty
six and made bel:\oEel Captam Jaques leTort of the one~t and the said Sir Mathl.8S 
Vincent of the other part, and also other Articles of t bear~ date the Eight-
eenth day of Septerber Ann:! Demini One thousand six red Eighty six And made Be~ 
Gousee Bonnin ....................................... .... ................... . 

3/22/1699 
6/3/1700 by 1b::mas Story in Pa. 

• • • • • • 

Witnessed by: 
E. SI.egema (Suegl.na1) 
Herbert Springett 
Willian Martin 
Edward Singleton 

• • • 

REq.EST Fat SlRVEY BY TIE PIO'RIETARlFS Fm lINI' - c . 1772-1773 

• 

l.lm:AS the first Proprietary Willian Penn Esq .• by his separate Deeds of Feoffuent 
all bearing Date the n..entieth day of Aprii 1686 did Grant and Conwy to Sir Matthias 
Vincent, Major POOert TIxmpson and Doctor Daniel Caxe each Ten Thousimd Acres of LaOO 
to be laid out and located Yithin the Province of Pennsylvania up:ifl Terms of Settle
IlEnt contained in the said Deeds And a Warrant \.laS iJmeiliately afterwards issued to 
layout these Lands according to their Deeds Nt) \<H:RFAS it appears by a Map of the 

> Province canmnly called Thaios tkll:res's Hap that there was afteNar<is ~ and ( 
laid out for the said Sir Matthias Vincent and Doc.tor Caxe and a certain Adnen Vroe-
sen (lotio is supposed to be invested with the Rimt of Ha~,ThaJp>c;m either by p..!r-
chase fron him or by the said Major 'Ihcnpson ' s Reli.nql4s t of his Purchase and 
dec:li.¢ng the Prosecution of the Settle:rent rentioned in his said Deed) a large Tract 
of Thirty Thousand Acres of LaOO on the River Sch,Iylkill in the Cc:unty of Chester in 
order to be divided bel:\oEel them according to their seYeral ~ts but Iohlch it does 
not ~r was ever Divided 00 \HlIF.AS upx'l the late Tryal* U\ the Cc:unty of Q,es
ter in Ejectllent be~ the Proprietaries and one of the Tenants on the said tract 
of Land Who made title under the said Doctor Coxe it was made appears to the Satis
faction of the Jury that the said Doc.tor Coxe had made a Settlem::nt on Part of the 
said Tract of Land Iotlich he clallred as his part in pursuance of the Terms contained 
in his said Deed AKl \oHltEAS appli.caji.on hath been made to us by John amt, Attor
rey in Fact to Peter K<m1old (W.N.J .5 . . .. authorize and require you to Su~ and 
Lay out for the said Jcitn ll.nt ... heretofore surveyed and confinred to.Josqil Pike [1] --(The 'Tryal' was brought c.I773 by P£lbert Ralston and others of the t~ip, inWn-
nified by John Iblt and the west New Je~ Society , as part of their uechimics of 
defense against claims of the Proprietaries.J 



Letter: Saruel tbtt to Richard Hill 
ab't his Land on French ~ 

lAgan Papers, Vol.XVIII, p.34 
Estate of Richard Hill 

• 

Historical Soc:iety of PEnnsylvania 

Coventry, June 16th, 1729 

EsteelEd ffriend 

Thine of the 23rd of the mo . I Fec'd but five days sincej in tOtiidl Thc:JJ. has 
pleased to acquaint nee that thou hast 300 acres of Card on me french Creek 
that is CCI!DOlly call'd David P(M:!lls; & Desires moo to help Thee to a good chap 
if it Lye in I!'Y Way - to tOtiich I ~r I should be very Ready to serve Thee in 
anything as might Reasonably ffall in my way's but I an not well acquainted ...rere 
the Land lyes - there is about 3 or 400 acres of Land (as D.~ll clain6) as is 
Tn or near the upper End of the french Tract: that is setled by ~ D..LtclII'en . 
The naoo of the one is Peter Mileman & the n8IIE of the other is OIristian Grave 
\ohare I have advised to CooE to Thee with those Lines of Ioob:xre Thou mayest Inform 
Thyself nore Perticulerly Conscerning the sci. Land - All that I have to say of 
them is: that they are (as far as I could ever Learn) Ii:lnest p:lOr ~; & they did 
suppose this r..an..f was within the Lines of the ffrench Tract; & upon that presurp
cioo Did (as foBny other foolish ~ple have !XJne) Setied upxl it in hopes that 
when the Ri.ll:ht heir Care, they mi2ht have the preferance to buy the sci. Land be
fore any otller - and if this 1a:nCi be thine as they are setled upxl , I should be 
glad for the poor tre!lS sakes; for I believe they Wlll moott with better ~rter 
than fran Del. FeYell. This being all that I can Say or do at present in this 
affair, I Conclude and Rmoin Thy friend to serve Thee. 

To: 
SarJ- NJtt 

Richard Hill EsQr 
at his tb.1se'Tn Aliladelfhia 

• • • • • • • • • 

with friendly greeting to our true and 1'!1JCh beloved colleagues and brethren ... 
''!be ~iming or origin ," thus run the words of the above said Jacob Codschalks, "of the 
c:cmrunity of Jesus (hrist here at German~, tOho are called ~tes , took its rise in 
this "!WI,~t sare friends out of HoILni , and other places in Gemony, cane here together , 
and althoUgh they did not all agree , since at this tinE the !!Dst were still Q..Lakers, never
theless they fOllld it good to have exercises together; ... and since they still had no prea
chers, they- endeavored to instruct one another. In the year 1690!!Dte l'riends fran Crefeld 
and el8el<.f.ere cane into the land , tOho were also of our Brethren, and added themselves to 

us .. . in the house of Isaac Jacobs .. . Thete1.J!XXl was Willian Ruttinghausen, born in ~r 
land , chosen p~r, and Jan Ne\.les, fran CteYeld , as a deacon ••• On the Bth of Oc:to6er. 
1702 ... Jacob GodSchalks, fran Q:lg, and Hans Neues, fran CteYeld, ~re chosen preachers . 
... In the year 1707 , sene Brethren cane to us out of the Palatinate , tOho for a tOhole >:ear 
kept by themselves. The 18th of February, 1708, Willian Ructirudlausen died ... Jacob God
schalks alone served the camunity, and the Brethren fran the Palatinate had united with 
us ... three tren as deacons and overseers l~re chosen], Isaac VanSinteren liendrik. Kassel 
and coenrad Janz. A!!IJI1th afterward ... two preachers were chosen: Herman ea;brp and Martin 
Kolb . . .. " So far ~s the narrative of Jacob Godschalks ccnc:erning the origin ..• of the 
l1enncx'Iites in PennSylvania ... Your request goes further ... The reasons thanVlve induced 
so many of our fell~lievers to cooe to us are various. It can be given ... that Willian 
Penn, the lord of this land, having received great freedan fron the KiAA of Great Britain, 
made it koown to people everywhere. lbJ in many palces in ElJrope the infiabitants were not 
only hard pressed ... to pay heavy taxes, but also they did not enjoy sufficient freedcJll to 
serve God accon:l~ to the consideratiCClS of their coosderee. And so , aany preferred to 
undertake the difhrolt and loog journey to cane to us. 
Upon caning ... they not only enjoy great freedan l but also find that the land is fruitful 
and that everything of IOhidl a fa~r has ooed tt produces to overflOo7ing - if he will 
ooly work. we have no want of food or raiIrent, and there are ~ us even people tOho are 
rich ... OJr forefathers have taken the articles adopted 00 the 21st of April-, 1632( at 
Dordrecht . in t-btland ... [OJr camt.!Ilities are) Getllall~, Schiepack, lndia'l Krik Franconia] 
Tiproo [Deep Run],slen, Grooten ScbwaJb (~], lDo1ischerlOOff {Hereford) & ScOOlkiel. .. . 

[Sii!J'led by Ardreas Ziegler . lsac !(olb and OIristian Funk] 



For Dr. Solaron DroI.ne 
Providence, Rhode Island 

My- Dear Friend: 

Gen'l. Hospital, French Creek 
30 miles fran PhiladelJtlia 
August 31, 1778 

After having very frequently wrote to you witlv)ut ever hearing frau or of you, 
I was lately fawred with a line of yours dated near eight I!DIlths back . There is 
surely an Uf1CalIlI)O Fatality attending 110/ letters and I am afraid you ~ abtost 
forgot Im?: . Believe re, ~ dear Sir, although my friendship was wt wisy wr can 
be ooisy, although my affec: tioo was oot Ostensible wr tJLdI tried, it was - it is 
ardent and penmnent. Adulatioo you k;ncK.i I an IV) great Friero to. I will not say 
for \ot1y or Ih!refor, but \nited or single, 1 shall wish you ....ell ; still think and 
speak of you with pleasure and still desire a steady Corresp::lOdence with you . 

I long since coogratulated you UjXIIl your happy Connections and requested Liberty 
to offer my rost respectful Carpli.Jrents to your Lady. I DUSt again repeat Iohat I 
then ventured and again wish you all the possible ~tS of the tenderest, closest 
coonubial Amity. 

In up.ards of a Dozen Letters, since I s<w you (But one fran you all that Time) 
I ~ camuricated to you a IlI?;re History of my Life in this part of our Allerican 
IoOdd . Particularly, 11l1!1lti.oned my having been a Senior Surgeoo. in this Middle 
Depart:nEnt since I left you ; my having wandered all O'\Il!r the Jerseys and this Stat e 
in different Hospitals; my being tired of such a vagrant Life and Satiated with 
Hospi ta l experience itself ; my Detennination to settle SCIlBAlere soon. - I an row 
as IlUCh at a loss to determine finally my part as I '\Ie been at all . 

ll.lr Hospitals. this way, are getting UjXIIl a IlUCh rote regular and honorable foo t ing 
-(?}- my induc:enEnt to stay in. I an also blest with a Reputat ion . I an loath to 
leave. ~r. I may yet quit them in a few ....eeks - PhiladelJtlia is probably TIIj 

Seat . Mrs. Binny lobo has been with Ill?; through all my Tours is also desirous of re
tiring to ye Bo.san of pemment Dc:uI!stic Peace . I particularly IlEfltioned my losses 
by the Capture of that city. But He.:rYen is all provident. 

I have but little political or military [news] to camunicate 00\01; this is not 
the quarter . Tamrrow . at Phi1adelJtlia. four Camtissi.oned Officers of the Delaware 
Gallies are to be shot for desertion. last winter. Two in ye sare predicamant have 
been h.anged there lately, a lready. 

Your old Friend, Thanas , ye Tutor. having got into ye Medical Tribe, has been 
one of my Mates these six I!DIlths past . lie studied with Kdln six !l'Drtths last year. 
He is deser.ri.ng and sends his I..ove. M::Henry I suppose you k;ncK.i is Ass't. Secretary 
to his ExcellEtty. Crosby, Ridgley. Frizly. Witherspoon are .hmior Surgeons . I sup
pose you also kIo.r tkltchinson ' s a Senior in Flying Hospital. YOlRlg Foalk is with 
Park , a pedantic yotrI8 Q.iake:r s t ill. ~ has quarrelled himself out of all p.!hlic 
posts. Pcor IoOrthy Q.llxlap got IIBrried and stayed in the city; it has hurt him 1!UCh. 
He is yet there. Kltm, ~ and old Bond, I hear, intend to lecture in ye winter. 
Thank God I an dcne with than . iDlg-Island !:mith, Iottcm ye kMw at the lectures, has 
been one of my Junior Surgeons this year past; he's ~ll and send ~liIrents. 

Write De fully, per Post to Phi1adeIJtlia. Present my respects to your Parents . 
Farewell my dear Friend, believe De. 

Library of Congress 
Washi.ngt~. D.C. 

B. Binney 
(Dr. Barnabas Binney] 



SAMUEL CHANDLER LETTER TO YE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE - i7c1 

rn-c ori.g:iral of tro follcwirg letter, writtEn stcrtly &"1:Cr' Geo;ge II! caoe to t:tc thrire, is :iJl 
t.re Bcitish M.Jse...m, Lcn:t:n, ::iJl adfiticrnl rlB"1..lSCcipts, fulia ffi & U1, Ml. t-'6. 32!n2] 

My Lord 

. . Acco~ding to your Gr£ces oermiss!on I beq leave to present to vou~ 1nspoct10ns , the accoont of ~hc EhDl1Sh ~ree sc~ools ~mong th~ uerman cm1-
grants in Pensilvania, drawn up by the Rev ' d Or. Smith, p~ovost of the col
lsge in Philadelphia, a ve~y wo~thy clersymon of the Church of England, who 
hath the inspections of the whole affair joyntly with Governor Hamilton, Mr. 
Secretary Peters, and the Chief Justice Hr. Allen. 

The Society in London fo~ carrying on t his excellent and necessary 
charity began in the year 1754 . 

His lat~ most g::acious Majesty, by means of the very worthy Mr. Pelham, 
hath :L"avourcd this Society annually with his Royal Bounty of £,(00 , the last of 
which payments I received, thro your G~ace's goodness, in April last. 

The furthe~ prosecution of this design must entirely depend on his 
present ~Iajesty' s continuance to assist the Trustees in the same pracious 
manner, as his late most excellent Majesty did; and I cannot but promise 
myself, from his Majesty's known benevolence, and fatherly care of all his 
people , that he will by your Grace's favourable representations of the af
fair to him, think this charity worthy his royal munificence's support. 

I have from my confidence in his Majesty ' s goodness, and your Grace's 
readiness to assist me in all acts of goodness, permitted the managers in Pen
silvania to draw on me, as usual, for the summs, which will be wanted for the 
ensuing year 17G2, tho I hove but £100 to answer those demands. 

~ should hope, tha~ the great end of this charity will be sufficiently 
answered in a few yoars more, and so many of the German children taught English, 
as will render any further assistance from hence unnecessary. 

As to myself, my Lord, I assure your Groce I have nothing but a good 
deal of trouble, and some ex pence , for my own reward, and desire nothing more 
t han the pleasure which arises from being any ways instrumental in serving his 
Majesties interest , and pro~oting the welfare of my fellow subjects. Your 
Grace's whole life hath been a proof of your invoilable attachment to those 
views, and on these accounts no man can have an higher veneration and affect
ion for your Grace than myself. Dr. Avory and myself intend ourselves the 
honour of waiting on your Grace tomorrow morning if a few minutes can be 
spared us on this subject. The kind regards you have long shown me, would 
render me the most ungratefull of men, should I ever cease to be, ~Iith the 
highest esteem, my Lord, -

Tuesday Dec. B, 1751. 

Your Grace 's ~ost obedient 
most Humble Servant. 

Samuel Chandle~ 



Add. Ms 32932, folio 68 & 69 

ill::c(U\t of the English free sch::Jols Ii!!I?rlg the Germ3n enigrants in Pemsylvania, & Parts adjacent. 

To the. hon.ble Society lobo are the Benefacters and Supporters of that useful and well designed 
d'larity: 

~ so often had the K::o:lr to deliver my sent:irents concerning the beneYolent Purposes 
for Io.tiich this Society was erected, I need say the less at present. Certain it is that the vast 
Body of Geunans, settled on the Frontiers of our Colonies! are an Cbject ~rthy of Attention. 
with 0Je care, they IIICI)' be trained up an enlightened ~ e, zealous Protestants and good 
Stbjects , or by neglect IIICI)' fall a Prey to French Papists, and the rurerous Sectaries that 
are very busy to seda: and mislead them. 

To saYe and instruct so tUrerous a People, that they may acquire our ~ and be per
fectly lFIited with us in every valuable Purposel is certainly a design IlEritil:l8 a 1lr)re natl.OO81 
COU'Itenance and ~rt than that of a private ::;ociety; neither the establish!ng of schools to 
civilize the Highlands of Scotland, nor to eradicate Pa~_ry SIOO8 the native Insh is of IDJre 
Inp)rtance than the Design of instructina; these GeIJlallS. Nay, if a ~rison were necessary, 
the latter seens the 1IOre .rtant. For, between the FnEm:i and both the Scots and Irish Ro-
1IIIIl Catholics, there are seas and Fleets to hinder a Ccmnnication. 8.lt the GeOlElnS are spJ;ead 
alonst the Ftootiers of our Colooies, \ohere the Enemy nay have free Access to corrupt and seruce 
at pleasure. 

tw it is ovbious that oo~ can 1nlke these GetmilnS an effectual Barrier S88inst the 
Enemy, but to render them Proof .. inst Sldt Corrupticn , by teachina; them to speak our Umg
uage, and giving them an enlighten'd sense of Liberty and the Protestant reiiglQ'l. These 
were the sentill'Blta 1 delivered at the Fotndations of these schools, which are rot altered, 
We CDlfime1, by the opporturities 1 have since had of kn:uing the State. of the Comtry. 

The sch::Jols subsisting at present are 
tbtber of Scholars 

1. At New Providence in ltIiladeljtaia County •..••••• 50 alnost all Gernuns 
2. At Upper Wllin, Philadeljtaia County •.... . ...• . .. 98 (he-third Gernuns 
3. At. tb~, 8.Icks County ..................... 60 All 1GJ D.ltch 
4. At. Lancaster, 1.Il Lancaster County ••.....••.••••.• 65 near one-half Germans 
5. At. York, in York Cculty .......................... 66 IDJre than one-half Geunans 
6. At ~Hannaver, Berks .• •... . •....•..•..•..•.••.• 45 All Germans 
7. At Reading, Berks •••••..•.•..••.•••..•..•..•..... 36 1IOre than one-half Germans 
8. At Vincent in Oleste.r County ................... .. 45 All Geunans 
9. Presbytery School, for educating Youth 

to the Ministry •...•.•..•.......• . •..•........•• '725;;;.-__ 
In all ......... ..• . • 440 

N.F. These ruben were taken just after Harvest, Ioben·~"":;==""""::;:"·ls were wt thin. In Winte;.l 
the TUIbers e.Wcated ttl this charity often <mlI.nt in all to near 600, and have Cll'D.nted to 7::J.J, 
before the School at Easton and that at Codorus were broke up by the. lIdian lJDJ.rsioos. l!p.Iards 
of two thirds of the Iobole are of Ge[!!9fl Parentage, and i t was always the IntentiQ'lS to have 
fn8lish Q\ildre.n mt aroog them, as all learn tne English Language. 

The general expence to the Society, roe year with another is: 
I. To the Salaries of Schoolaasters and assistants, exclusive of \Alat is paid 

by the People, IoIhere the several sckJols are fixed .............. .... ........ £28.446 
2. Gratuities to six Lutheran Ministers , lobo we t'q)loyed as Catechists aroog 

the Q\ildrat of their CMl Persuasioo, in the several schools ...••••.••.••... t54.00 
3 . Gratuities to 12 Calvinist Ministers lobo are ~loyed as Catechists amng 

the Calvinist children in the severa! free sdhools •••.•.........•..........• £107.oo 
4. To the e:xpence of Printing Office, in Io.tiidt a Geruan newspaper is carried 

ttl, and Catechisms and other good books printed and sold cheap , or given 
Gratis , for the further Instrur::tion of these Germans; about . • . . . .• . ..•...• .. £120.00 

Iohole in Pemsylvania 1!tXle)' ••••••••••••• $564.10 
Sterling .. .... . .... ..... £364. 

This is the general State and EKpense of this Design, as given by the Rev'd. Mr. 9nith, 
a Clerg)'lllall of the O"ourch of England, and Provost of the College of Ffti1adeljtaia, \h) is 
row in -lJ:n:Iro and a trustee and principal Director of these Schools. 

lJ:n:Iro 25th Jar.uary 1759 [Enclosed in Or. Olandler's Letter Dec. 8th, 1761) 



That her late thlsband was o.ner of the Place called The YellCM Springs. That he 
leased it to one Saruel Culbertson for ten years camencing the first day of April in 
thcyear of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & seventy-four' (?all!Ming1) to him
self the Privilege of building lbJses I> Water works of any kind on the premises dur
ing the Tem, he allowing the Tenant such SUll for Qanages as should be adjWged by 
three ~ indifferently Chosen; That in the year of our Lord one thousand seven M
dred & seventy)?seven?J, the hooorable Mr. (?Corry?), tbc:tor Slipper!, Jun'r. & others 
by Order of Con!;l:ress fixed en the place to set a ~spital for the Use of the A:mrj. 
her late ~ban:1 cheerfully consenting to it for the sake of the p.Jblick Cause to 
lotIich he was warmly devoted. That in Jwe in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hlnired & seventy-eight her tklsbaOO died leaving )'OUr tB:Drialist & four child
ren by his Will, to be maintained out of the yearly profit of his Estate & appointing 
your Femrialist \rich his Brother. M::Intgc:mery Kennedy, Executors of his will that 
other part of his Estate, tho'coosiderable . have been so rava$ted by the F.nemy that 
the profits are scarcely adequate to the (~repairs?) and the £State at the Yellow 
Springs. by the un8IIOidable OestrtlCtion attending a la~ Coocrurse of Soldiers, is 
so wasted that the Tenant is unable to pay any Rent and in Fact has paid none SlllCe 
the Erechon [erection) of the Hospital. That the Tenant \oQJld continue on the place 
~ O[lE!ll Tavern \.!hich is a llJisance to the fbspital. That your M:!Irorialist has gone 
[toJ ~t Difficulty in mrintai.ning herself & her children altho her Husband was 
possessed of a handsane Fortune . 

\o.herefore )"OUr Mem:>rialist hudJly prays that such conpensatiro ~ be nede to her 
in the Wisdan & Justice of Congress nay seem proper that a helpless Wid::M & ot"Jiwl child
ren may !lOt be left to endure alone those losses Iobich she ? to think 9U&tIt to be sus
tained by the PUblick. That for this End, altho she IoOJld rot (?even?) ? to d ictate 
to the ~s, she \oQJld tumly sutxait to their Attention that sane ~ should 
be taken for restoring the place to the saIe State of Repair lotIich it vas at the Tine 
of (?visiting?) the ~ital. She ~d also sub:tit to the Consideratim of Cc:Jrw'ess 
the propriety of their att~ing to prevail with the Tenant to leave the ~lace Wholly 
to the Use or the pJblick in lobiCh case she would hw.bly hope that a (?duc>.) Co:Ipensa
tiro would be T!ade to her by the Publick for the Use of tre Place & that it should be 
(?procured? provided?) in due Repair. 

She will ooly add that any &.Lildings erected by the Publick can be of little Use 
to a private Individual at any Tirre to ca;e & that no ~r is given by her late Hus
band ' s Will to sell or convey any part of his Lands. Relying on the fk:>pe that so:ne 
adequate Redress will be applied by Crogress, she subnits herself to than, 

AI1d will ever pray -

Febuy. 1779. Sarah KernOOy 
[Library of Coogress. Washington, D.C. microfilm. ] 
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